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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper name ZĒNAS plus the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and adjective NOMIKOS, which means “legal expert, jurist, or lawyer.”  He was probably an expert in the Roman law and helped represent Paul before Nero during his first trial.  So this is definite proof that even lawyers can become believers.  It is translated “Zenas, the lawyer.”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper name APOLLWS, which means “Apollos.”
is the adverb of time SPOUDAIWS, which means “Diligently, earnestly, or zealously.”
is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb PROPEMPW, which means “help on one’s journey with food, money, by arranging for companions, means of travel, etc., send on one’s way.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all that Titus is expected to do for Zenas and Apollos.


The active voice indicates that Titus is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

“Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey,”
is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular pronominal cardinal adjective MĒDEIS, which means “nothing.”
is the dative of possessive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “to them.”
 is the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb LEIPW, which means “to lack, be in need, or want: nothing might lack.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Titus is to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce the purpose clause.  This aspect of the verb is translated by the word “might.”
The dative of possessive in this clause is literally translated “in order that nothing might lack to them.”  This is properly translated in English:
“in order that they might lack nothing.”
Tit 3:13 corrected translation
“Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey, in order that they might lack nothing.”
Explanation:
1.  We know nothing about Zenas the lawyer.  This is the only mention of him in Scripture.  Another invisible hero of the Church Age.  He may have served as Paul’s attorney before the Imperial Court of Rome during his first trial, but definitely not his second trial, since Paul clearly says in 2 Timothy that everyone deserted him. 
2.  We know a great deal about Apollos.


a.  Acts 18:24-19:1.



(1)  Acts 18:24, “Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures.”  This verse introduces Apollos to us.




(a)  He was a Jew, like Paul.




(b)  He was born in Alexandria, Egypt, where there was a strong population of Jews (one fifth of the city).  This was also one of the great learning centers of the Empire, which means he received a great classical education growing up.  Being a Jew he also received a great Jewish education in the Scriptures.  In this respect, his background was very similar, if not equal, to Paul’s.




(c)  He was a fantastic public speaker.  When the Scripture says a man is eloquent, he is excellent at speaking in public.




(d)  He was “mighty in the Scriptures” means that he had an excellent and thorough background in the Old Testament.  Although probably not as great as Paul, Apollos was one of the few men who could talk with Paul on an equal basis when discussing the Old Testament.




(e)  The fact that he came to Ephesus indicates that he liked the Hellenistic or Greek culture.  It also appears that he may have been a Jewish evangelist, as Paul was (though the Jews rejected Paul time and time again).



(2)  Acts 18:25, “This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and boiling with the Spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John;”



(a)  Somewhere along the way, Apollos had become a believer.  He was one of the early believers after the day of Pentecost.




(b)  He understood the filling of the Spirit and used 1 Jn 1:9 to recover fellowship with God.



(c)  He understood the life of our Lord and His gospel message and was not afraid to teach it to others.




(d)  But he had not yet learned any Church Age doctrine.  He knew about water baptism as a ritual, but he did not understand the significance of being baptized with the Holy Spirit or being in union with Christ.


(3)  Acts 18:26, “and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”



(a)  Apollos was an evangelist to the Jews and was not afraid to present Jesus Christ as the Messiah to them.




(b)  This was obvious to both Priscilla and Aquila, who were strong believers from the Roman church and had been forced to move to Ephesus, when Claudius, the Roman Emperor, kicked all the Jews out of Rome.  The Christians being thought of as a sect of the Jews were kicked out along with the Jews.




(c)  Priscilla and Aquila had learned a lot of Church Age doctrine already, especially the ministries of the Holy Spirit and were kind enough to explain these to Apollos.




(d)  Notice that they corrected Apollos in private, so that he would not be embarrassed in front of a bunch of unbelievers for not knowing what he was talking about.  You never correct someone in public; always do it in private.



(4)  Acts 18:27, “And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace,”



(a)  Achaia is the province of Greece in which Corinth was located.  Apollos wanted to go to Greece.  The Holy Spirit was leading him to his right church—the Corinthian church.




(b)  The leaders in the Ephesian church agreed with Apollos’s spiritual motivation to go to Corinth, and wrote to the church of Corinth a letter of introduction and recommendation for him.




(c)  Apollos had a very successful ministry in the Corinthian church—“he greatly helped those who had believed.”  How he did this is given in the next verse.



(5)  Acts 18:28, “for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.”



(a)  Apollos was a positive believer.  He learned doctrine accurately and applied in correctly.




(b)  Apollos had the courage to refute the Jews publicly.  This put his life in danger as it had Paul’s on so many occasions.  Apollos did exactly what Paul did, he used the Old Testament Scriptures, which the Jews valued so highly, to prove that Jesus was the Christ.  We refute error with truth.  Truth is the only successful weapon against false doctrine and lies.



(6)  Acts 19:1, “It happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some disciples.”



(a)  This verse tells us exactly where Apollos was in Achaia—at the Corinthian church.  The upper country is Macedonia—Thessalonia and Philippi.




(b)  When Paul arrived at Ephesus, we can be assured that the believers there told Paul all about Apollos and the fact he was teaching in Corinth.  However, it does not appear that the two men had yet met one another.


b.  1 Cor 1:12, “Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I of Cephas,’ and ‘I of Christ’.”


(1)  One of the main reasons for Paul writing his first letter to the Corinthian church was to put an end to all the divisions or factions in that church.



(2)  One of the divisive groups was using Apollos as the excuse for their divisiveness.  There were four main groups or divisions in the church and each had claimed its own figurehead.


c.  1 Cor 3:4-6, “For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not mere men?  What then is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.  I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.”


(1)  Paul makes two great points here—human beings, whether apostles or pastors are meaningless compared to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Why?  Because they are imperfect human beings with old sin natures.



(2)  However, each has a function as members of the team in God’s plan for the Corinthian church.  The Corinth church was established by Paul on his second missionary journey.  Apollos evangelized many of the Jews in Corinth through his public speaking.  Paul began teaching them much Church Age doctrine; for he lived and taught there for eighteen months.  Apollos continued as the pastor-teacher of the church after Paul was required by the Holy Spirit to move on.



(3)  Regardless of who was doing what on the human side, God the Holy Spirit was the One working through both men, and Jesus Christ should get all the credit.


d.  1 Cor 3:21-23 is Paul’s conclusion of the issue of divisions in the Corinthian church, “So then let no one boast in men.  For all things belong to you, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things present or things to come; all things belong to you, and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.”

e.  1 Cor 4:6, “Now these things (1 Cor 4:1 “regard us as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God”), brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.”


(1)  Paul recognized that Apollos had the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher (a servant of Christ) and was qualified to teach the word of God (steward of the mysteries of God).



(2)  It is one thing to have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  It is quite another thing to be a steward of the word of God.  Many receive the gift; few get the necessary training and preparation to accurately and correctly teach the Word.


f.  1 Cor 16:12, “But concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him greatly to come to you with the brethren; and it was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he has opportunity.”


(1)  Sometime after Paul had left the Corinthian church and after Apollos had come to the church as their pastor, Apollos left the church and came to see Paul, probably to tell him about the problems in the church and ask for guidance and advice.



(2)  Paul encourages Apollos to go back and keep up the good work.  But Apollos wasn’t ready to go back yet.  Why?  Paul was teaching in Ephesus and whatever he was teaching, Apollos needed to know.  That doctrine was more important to him than his own desire to get back to his congregation.



(3)  Therefore, Paul lets the Corinthians know that Apollos will come back as soon as he can.  The timing was just not quite right yet.

3.  We do not know where Apollos and Zenas were going, but the point here is the importance of hospitality and support of others on the mission field.

a.  We are expected to extend hospitality toward other Christians whenever we have the opportunity.  And we are definitely expected to support missionaries in their work.

b.  Hospitality toward others is expected of all believers as a part of the royal family honor code.



(1)  Rom 12:13, “contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.”


(2)  One of the qualifications for widows receiving financial support from the church is given in 1 Tim 5:10, “having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints’ feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.”


(3)  Showing hospitality to others, both believers and unbelievers, commanded in Heb 13:2, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.”


(4)  Lk 7:44, “Turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman?  I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.’”


(5)  Jn 13:14, “If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”


(6)  Acts 9:36, “Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did.”


(7)  1 Tim 3:2, “An overseer, then, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, prudent, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,”


(8)  1 Tim 5:16, “If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed.”


(9)  1 Tim 6:18, “Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share.”

c.  Hospitality is the receiving and entertaining of strangers or guests generously and kindly.  Hospitality includes kindness toward others, openness and trust in helping strangers, opening your home to others without fear, being generous to others in providing food, shelter, and clothing, especially toward strangers and travelers.


d.  The pastor must exemplify hospitality with a generous and gracious attitude of kindness toward all, Tit 1:8.


e.  Showing hospitality in this passage is described as “helping them that they might lack nothing.”
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