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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, which means “to be necessary.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which expresses a condition, which must always exist throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the EPISKOPOS produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

is the adverbial accusative of general reference from the masculine singular article and noun EPISKOPOS.  This word functions as the subject of the following infinitive EIMI (“to be”) as a part of the Attic Greek accusative-infinitive construction.


1.  This word has been used since the time of Homer.  It is found in inscriptions, papyrus scrolls, the LXX, Philo, Josephus.


2.  Its secular meaning is “overseer” or someone who is in charge of others.


3.  It is used of Christ as the “guardian of the souls,” 1 Pet 2:25.


4.  It is used of “persons who have a definite function or a fixed office within a group” and is translated as “superintendent, guardian, bishop” in Acts 20:28; Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2.


5.  This word stresses the pastor’s function as the member of the congregation responsible for the guarding and superintending the accuracy of the word of God through his intensive studying and accurate teaching.


6.  The word PRESBUTEROS (“elder”) refers to his authority as the man in charge.


7.  The word DIDASKALOS (“teacher”) refers to his authority and ability to teach the word of God.


8.  The word POIMEN (“pastor”) refers to his spiritual care and nurturing of the flock of God entrusted to his care.


9.  The word EPISKOPOS refers to his guardianship of the accuracy in understanding and transmission of the word of God.

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective ANEGKLĒTOS, which means “blameless, irreproachable.” 


1.  This is not a reference to the character or personality of the pastor.  If it were, then all men are disqualified by the function of their sin nature.  No person is blameless, especially not pastors.

2.  It is a reference to the pastor’s academic habits and teaching.



a.  The Guardian of the word of God must be above reproach in his accuracy and presentation of God’s word.



b.  No pastor-teacher has the right to be wrong in what he teaches.  He is personally responsible before the Lord to be 100% correct at all times.



c.  When the pastor teaches something incorrect, he gets divine discipline for violation of this directive.



d.  Therefore, the pastor must be totally faithful in consistently studying, so that he can be as accurate as possible in what he teaches.



e.  The pastor may teach something incorrect.  God handles the situation.  God the Holy Spirit will reveal that to the pastor, if he keeps studying diligently.  The Spirit will also protect the congregation by making that incorrect doctrine not become spiritual phenomena in the soul.



f.  So you don’t need to worry about the pastor being wrong; you need to worry about showing up and maintaining your positive volition.  The pastor is responsible for his own accuracy; you don’t need to be.

- is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition, which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the pastor-teacher guardian produces the action.


The infinitive is the use of the infinitive with an accusative case “subject,” in which the infinitive functions in indirect discourse as a finite verb.  It is thus used with the accusative case of the noun to form the accusative of general reference.

- is the comparative use of the adverb HWS, meaning “as,” which is used to introduce the characteristic or actual quality of a person, thing, or action, etc., referred to in the context.

is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, translated “of God” with the understanding that the pastor belongs personally to God.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun OIKONOMOS, which means “steward, public official or administrator.”  This person had delegated authority directly from the master of the house, the major of the city, the governor of the state to make decisions and carry out policy.

“For the guardian [pastor-teacher] must be blameless as the public official of God,”
 is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective AUTHADĒS, which means “self-willed, stubborn, arrogant” depending upon the context.  Here it means “self-willed” with the concepts contained in the other meanings of the word clearly implied.

 is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective ORGILOS, which means “inclined to anger, quick-tempered.”
 is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PAROINOS, which means “drunken, addicted to wine.”  In modern English we would say “an alcoholic.”
is the subjective negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun PLEKTĒS, which is also found in 1 Tim 3:3 and means “pugnacious man, a bully.”
is the subjective negative adverb ME, meaning “not” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective AISCHROKERDĒS, which is also found in 1 Tim 3:8 and means “fond of dishonest gain, greedy for money.”
“not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not an alcoholic, not a bully, not greedy,”
Tit 1:7 corrected translation
“For the guardian [pastor-teacher] must be blameless as the public official of God, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not an alcoholic, not a bully, not greedy,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues with an explanation of the qualifications of the pastor as the criteria Titus must use for appointing men to this position of responsibility.

2.  The pastor-teacher is given another title here, which seems to be one that was well known to Titus, since Paul does not give any kind of elaborate explanation concerning it.  Paul calls the pastor-teacher, “the Guardian.”
3.  What does the pastor-teacher guard?


a.  Most commentators say that the pastor is responsible for guarding the sheep of God entrusted to him.  That is correct, but comes from the function of the Greek word POIMEN, not the word EPISKOPOS, which we have here.


b.  The “bishop” or guardian is the function of the pastor-teacher in his responsibility to ensure the trustworthy and accurate communication of God’s word. So the pastor guards the word of God.  He does this by diligently studying from the original languages to make sure he has an accurate understanding of what the passage says.  Then he must compare this passage with other passages which are similar or shed light on the passage he is studying.  This is the principle of comparing Scripture with Scripture.


c.  He is then responsible for the correct and accurate presentation of the word of God to those who are willing to listen and want to learn.


d.  Through his faithful studying and teaching of Bible doctrine, the pastor guards the written tradition of Scripture, which lives and remains forever.

4.  In this capacity of guardianship of the correct and accurate teaching of Scripture, the pastor must be blameless.


a.  He must not be easily distracted by the problems of life.


b.  He must not be easily distracted by the pleasures of life.


c.  He must not be distracted by anything in life.


d.  He must focus on studying and teaching regardless of all the confusion going on around him.


e.  He must be prepared to teach.  This cannot happen without thorough study of his subject.


f.  He must be accurate in teaching.  This cannot happen without thorough understanding of his subject.


g.  He must be faithful in teaching; his health permitting.  A little sickness is no excuse for laziness.


h.  Not being prepared is no excuse for not teaching.


i.  The only person qualified to judge or evaluate the pastor’s role of guardianship is the Lord Jesus Christ himself.  No one else, not even another pastor, has the right to judge whether or not a man has prepared and accurately presented the word of God.

5.  The guardian of the word of God must not be self-willed.


a.  The will of God must be paramount in the mind of the pastor.


b.  God’s will is infinitely more important than our own will.


c.  What God wants us to do is far more important than what we want to do.


d.  The pastor is free to do whatever he wants, just as everyone else in the congregation is.  However, even though all things are permissible, not all things are best.


e.  Some things are normal, fine, and good for others, but not for the pastor.  Some things are too time consuming for the pastor to engage in.  For example, there is no way he can sit and watch TV all day and study for an hour.  On the contrary, he should study all day and watch TV for an hour.


f.  Not being self-willed does not mean that the pastor should always defer to the wants, needs, desires, and demands of others.  That is the legalistic misapplication of this word.


g.  The pastor is not a doormat for others to wipe their feet on.  He is not a pawn on the chessboard of the church.  He is the leader, not the dictator.  He is the authority, not the tyrant.  He is the decision maker, not the slave of others.  He is the slave of the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.  The guardian of the word of God must not be quick-tempered.


a.  Being quick-tempered means allowing your emotions to react to every situation in life for which you don’t care.


b.  The quick-tempered pastor reacts to negative volition rather than teaching it.


c.  The quick-tempered pastor ruins his own fellowship with God the Holy Spirit, preventing the proper preparation for teaching.


d.  The quick-tempered pastor loses his ability to teach effectively, when others in the congregation disagree with him from their ignorance of the word of God.


e.  The quick-tempered pastor makes life miserable for himself and others, and is ineffective in his role as guardian of the word of God.


f.  The quick-tempered pastor has not attained spiritual self-esteem; for he still thinks that God doesn’t have complete control of every situation in life.  If he did think so, he wouldn’t be reacting in anger to life.


g.  The quick-tempered pastor is stuck in spiritual adolescence, reacting to life through emotion rather than interacting with life through the application of the problem solving devices.

7.  The guardian of the word of God must not be an alcoholic.


a.  This obviously includes addiction to drugs, which is just as bad if not worse.


b.  Addiction to drugs or alcohol impairs the ability to concentrate and think, both of which are absolutely essential in studying and teaching doctrine.


c.  The addict is still in spiritual childhood, which indicates his unwillingness to use the faith-rest drill and even advance to adolescence.


d.  Drugs and alcohol are more important to the addict than the word of God.  This automatically disqualifies this person from functioning as a pastor regardless of having the spiritual gift.


e.  God cannot use unprepared men in the pulpit, and the drug addict and alcoholic are totally unprepared for the self-disciplined life of studying and teaching the word of God.

8.  The guardian of the word of God must not be a spiritual bully.


a.  The pastor has no right to throw his weight around and order others as to how they should live their lives.  That is what the legalist does.


b.  The pastor has no authority to tell others how to live their lives.  He teaches the word of God and lets God the Holy Spirit do that from the standards of Bible doctrine.


c.  The spiritual bully is demanding of others, seeking to enforce his standards on others, and coercing their compliance with his false standards of legalism.


d.  The pastor has no right to attempt to enforce his personal likes or dislikes on others.


e.  The pastor must teach the word of God accurately and allow God the Holy Spirit to influence the thinking, the motivation, the decision, and the actions of the members of his congregation.

9.  The guardian of the word of God must not be greedy.


a.  Some men are in the ministry for profit.  This is evil and will never be tolerated by God.


c.  The pastor has every right to be supported financially by the congregation, and the congregation has the obligation to support their pastor to the best of their ability without detriment to their own families.


d.  However, no pastor should ever demand money, a house, or any other type of support from the congregation.  They must do this on their own as an application of doctrine from their own souls.


e.  Money is not the only thing for which pastors are greedy.  Some pastors are greedy for attention, seeking to be the center of attention wherever they go.  Some pastors are greedy for power over others.  This is the problem of the spiritual bully.  Monetary lust, power lust, approbation lust are all false motivations for being in the ministry.  These types of men have no business being appointed as pastors.
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