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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the preposition EPI plus the dative of reference from the feminine singular noun ELPIS, which means “with reference to, concerning, or about the confidence.”
 is the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun ZWE and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “of eternal life.”
“concerning the confidence of eternal life”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the confidence of eternal life just mentioned.

 is the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “announce or proclaim; to promise, profess, or claim.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the act of God into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the subject, God, producing the action in His own interest.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the God” plus the nominative masculine singular adjective APSEUDĒS, which means “free from all deceit, truthful, or trustworthy.”  The phrase is translated “the truthful God.”
 is the preposition PRO plus the ablative of separation
 from the masculine plural noun CHRONOS and the adjective AIWNIOS.  The preposition with the ablative of separation is translated “before.”  The noun CHRONOS refers to time as a succession of events.  The adjective AIWNIOS, means “without beginning; long ages ago Rom 16:25; before time began 2 Tim 1:9; Tit 1:2.”
“which the truthful God promised before time began,”
Tit 1:2 corrected translation
“concerning the confidence of eternal life, which the truthful God promised before time began,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul is an apostle concerning the confidence of eternal life.


a.  The main purpose of Paul’s spiritual gift of apostleship is to communicate to others the availability of eternal life through faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  He has absolute confidence in the availability of eternal life to anyone who believes in Christ.


c.  Paul wants Titus, as a pastor-teacher, to have this same absolute confidence in eternal life.


d.  Confidence in eternal life is the subject of eternal security.  We cannot lose our salvation.  It is completely impossible.  God has made a dogmatic, absolute promise to every person of the human race that if anyone believes in His Son, then He will give that person eternal life in heaven with Him forever.


e.  If God does not keep His promise to even one person, no matter how bad, how evil, how sinful they are, then God is a liar and not God.  Satan is counting on this.


f.  But God will keep His promise, which means we can do nothing to lose our salvation.


g.  Therefore, we should have the same absolute confidence in our eternal life that the apostle Paul had, because our confidence in God is based on the same word of God that Paul had.

2.  Rationales for Eternal Security.


a. Exegetical Rationale for Eternal Security, Eph 2:8-9.  “For by grace you have been saved in the past with the result that you stand saved forever through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God, not by works, lest any man should boast.”  The Greek perfect periphrastic is composed of two verbs: the perfect passive participle of SWIZW and the present active indicative of EIMI.  The periphrasis is one of the most powerful, most forceful of all expressions in any language.  In the Greek, it is so strong and powerful that it has no loopholes and no leaks of any kind.  We are tied into eternal life forever simply by the few seconds it takes to believe in Christ.


b.  The Positional Sanctification Rationale.  Rom 8:38-39, “I have confidence that neither death nor life nor angels nor principalities nor powers nor things present nor things to come nor height nor depth nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.”  The last prepositional phrase, “in Christ Jesus,” is technical for our union with Christ by means of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Because we are in union with Christ, nothing can separate us from our eternal salvation.  We can never get out of union with Christ.


c.  The Logical Approach.  Rom 8:31-32, “Therefore, to what conclusion are we forced?  If God is for us, who is against us?”  He [God the Father] who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over to judgment on behalf of us all, how shall He not also with Him freely give us all things?”  This passage uses the system of logic called a fortiori, meaning “with stronger reason” in the Latin.  A fortiori says, in effect, that if God did the greatest thing or most difficult thing at salvation by not sparing His own Son, it follows logically that He can do less than the greatest thereafter—give us eternal security.


c.  The Family of God Rationale.  Gal 3:26, “For all of you are the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”  Once we are born into a human family, we cannot be unborn and removed from that family.  Once in the family of God, no believer can be removed from the family of God.  So the moment we believe in Jesus Christ, we are born into the family of God.

d.  The Body Metaphor for Eternal Security.  In the royal family of God, Jesus Christ is the head, and every believer is a member or part of His body.  Jesus as the head is found in Eph 1:22, 4:15; Col 1:8.  In 1 Cor 12:21 are some analogies from this metaphor.  “The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you.’  The head cannot say to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’”
To the most insignificant of believers, Jesus Christ cannot say, “I don’t need you.”  That’s eternal security.


e.  The Essence of God Rationale.  Jude 24, “Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling and present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Savior be glory and majesty, dominion and power both now and forevermore.”  We do not keep ourselves from falling; God keep us from falling as a matter of grace.  This verse says that God has the ability to maintain the relationship, which He alone started.  2 Tim 2:11-13. “Faithful is the Word.  If we died with Him [and we have], we shall with Him.  If we endure [in suffering for blessing], we shall rule with Him [as mature believers].  If we deny Him, He will deny us [rewards, escrow blessings].  If we are unfaithful [disbelieving, faithless], He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.”  2 Pet 3:9, God is “not willing that any should perish.”  Therefore, He is certainly not going to lose anyone who is past the point of perishing once they believe in Jesus Christ.


f.  Anthropomorphism for Eternal Security.  Ps 37:24,”Though he falls [believer’s failure], he shall not be completely cast down, because the Lord is the One who sustains him with his hands.”  Jn 10:28, “I give to them eternal life.  They shall never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.”  This anthropomorphism says we are in the Lord’s grip forever; and He never lets go.


g.  Sealing Metaphor for Eternal Security.  Eph 1:13, “In whom, when you heard the message of truth, the Gospel of your salvation [common grace]; in whom, when you believed [efficacious grace], you were also sealed by means of the Holy Spirit.”

h.  The Integrity of God Rationale.  God is perfect integrity, holiness, and virtue.  He is immutable, and always has perfect integrity.  Therefore, God always keeps His word.  Eternal life cannot be canceled, 1 Jn 5:11-13, “This is the deposition, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has [eternal] life; he who does not have the Son does not have [eternal] life.  These things I have written to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”
3.  Paul states that God’s promise of eternal life and eternal security occurred “before time began.”

a.  This means that the promise of eternal life to all who would believe in Christ was made by God in eternity past.  Therefore God’s promise is a part of the divine decrees.


b.  God promised eternal security to those who believe in Christ before He ever created any angel or any human.  It has always been God’s will that believers would have eternal life and eternal security.
� Brooks & Winbery, Syntax of NT Greek, p. 22.
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