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is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and introducing an explanation of why Titus has to select men for the ministry who are able to oppose those who reject the true teaching of the word of God.  With this we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “are.” 


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on at the end of Paul’s life.  This is also a gnomic present, which is used to express a very widespread practice or custom.


The active voice indicates that many men who claim to be pastors produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, used as a substantive, meaning “many.”
this word is not found in the best manuscripts and was included by a scribe to go along with the KAI coming up in a few words to try and produce the Attic Greek KAI...KAI construction.

 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ANUPOTAKTOS, which means “undisciplined, disobedient, or rebellious.”  This context refers to more than just the false teachers poor study habits, which leaves out undisciplined as the best translation here.  However, these false teachers are certainly undisciplined in their study of the word of God.  Otherwise, they would not be making the errors they are teaching.  Both of the other translations are more accurate and apply equally.  These men are disobedient to the known will of God that a person is saved through faith alone in Christ alone.  They also rebel against the true teaching of doctrine and teach false doctrine.

“For many are disobedient-rebellious,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective MATAIOLOGOS, which is only used this one time in the word of God and means “someone who is empty of words; an idle talker; a say-nothing.”  They are “ones having nothing to say.”  They talk you to death and say nothing.  They are full of hot air.  They speak and nothing important is said.

is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun PHRENAPATĒS, which means “deceivers, misleader.”  Both words connote essentially the same thing.  They deceive others by their false teaching, and do so deliberately.

“those who have nothing to say and deceivers,”
 is the adverb of comparison MALISTA, which means “most of all, above all, especially, particularly, (very) greatly.”
is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and translated “those” with the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the noun PERITOMĒ, which means “from the circumcision.”  This is a reference to those Church Age pastors in the first Century AD who came from a background of Judaism.

“especially those from the circumcision,”
Tit 1:10 corrected translation
“For many are disobedient-rebellious, those who have nothing to say and deceivers, especially those from the circumcision,”
Explanation:
1.  Paul gives us some of the key characteristics of pastors who are false teachers.


a.  They are disobedient to the will of God that they do not diligently study and teach the word of God.


b.  They are rebellious against the authority of God, the authority of the word of God, and the authority of the apostles.


c.  They have nothing of importance to say.  They deceive others with what they do say.


d.  All this is especially true of pastors who were formerly Jews.

2.  They are disobedient to the will of God to diligently study and teach the word of God.


a.  In some cases they are just plain lazy.  In most cases they reject what the word of God says because it does not agree with their pre-conceived beliefs.  It is essential that any pastor come to the word of God with an open mind.


b.  You cannot study the word of God with a pre-conceived theology.  For example, you cannot study the word of God accurately if you come to it with the idea that man does not have a free will.  This is the error of hypercalvinism.  On the other hand, you cannot study the word of God with the error that the sovereignty of God plays no part in the affairs of man.  That is the error of Pelagianism.


c.  We must come to the word of God with our pre-conceived understanding of what is clearly and accurately taught in Scripture and be prepared to learn new things based upon the truth we already know.


d.  All accurate doctrine is based upon a correct understanding of who and what God is.  The essence of God is the yardstick against which all other doctrines must be measured.  If a new doctrine violates the righteousness of God or justice of God, then it is obviously a wrong doctrine.


e.  This requires some difficult thinking on the part of the pastor before he stands up and speaks.  Paul’s criticism here of these false pastors is that they are unwilling to spend the time to get their theology correct before speaking.  They are depending upon the theology of the Mosaic Law and looking at Church Age doctrine through the filter of the Mosaic Law.  This distorts both the Law and the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  This is exactly what Covenant Theology does.

3.  They are rebellious against the authority of God, the authority of the word of God, and the authority of the apostles.


a.  In order to accept their own ideas and notions as correct, the false teacher has to reject the authority of God.  He does so in three areas:



(1)  He rejects the will of God.



(2)  He rejects the word of God.



(3)  He rejects the authority of God, which God delegates to others.

b.  The will of God for every pastor is to faithfully study and accurately present the mind of Christ.  Some pastors just cannot do this.  They are afraid of what people might think or say if they told them the truth.


c.  Therefore, many pastors refuse to teach certain things that might offend someone in the congregation or hurt their feelings, or make them angry and upset.


d.  Instead, the false teacher justifies their unwillingness to confront the congregation with the accurate teaching of the Scripture and let God the Holy Spirit deal with the situation by making excuses for why it is not in the best interest of the local church to teach this or that.


e.  The result is that most pastors tell their congregations what they want to hear rather than what they need to hear.

f.  This leads directly into the second problem of rejection of the authority of the word of God.


g.  Knowing what the Scripture says, the false pastor is afraid to speak the truth and hold his congregation accountable for what they believe.


h.  In order to justify self, they declare that the Scripture is incorrect in this passage, or that we have a corrupt text, or that scholars disagree so much that the passage cannot be trusted.  They make all kinds of false excuses to justify their false teaching.


i.  In Paul’s time, they used rejection of the apostles as their convenient excuse.  Their thinking went something like this:  “Paul is a man, not God.  Paul makes mistakes.  This is obvious by how he used to kill Christians.  Paul is a Jew and a Pharisee at that.  Therefore, he has always believed in the Mosaic Law, more than most men.  So when someone writes a letter saying that Paul says that a man is saved apart from the Law, obviously this letter is not really from Paul, and therefore, not really a part of the Scripture.  The rest of the letter might be from him, but not that part.”

j.  Modern day “scholars” do the same thing.  Today it is called Form Criticism and Redaction Criticism.  Both reject the authority of the word of God and the message of the apostle.


k.  If you cannot attack the word of God directly, you do so indirectly by attacking the person who teaches the Word.  This is exactly what the Judaizers did to Paul.  This is exactly what critics of accurate Bible teachers do today.  It is not the man, but the message.  If you cannot defeat the message, then turn on the man and discredit his character.

4.  They have nothing of importance to say.


a.  If a pastor does not study the word of God, then he has nothing of importance to say.  The only real communication that is of any importance is what does God think and why.


b.  The false pastor is not prepared to tell anyone else what God thinks.  He does not know because he does not care and does not study to find out.


c.  The false pastor can only tell you what he thinks about a certain topic.  He can give you his opinions rather than God’s thoughts.


d.  This is why Scripture says:



(1)  Ps 40:5, “Many, O Lord my God, are the wonders which You have done, and Your thoughts toward us; there is none to compare with You.  If I would declare and speak of them, they would be too numerous to count.”


(2)  Isa 55:8-9, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” declares the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.”


(3)  Isa 65:2, “I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts.”
5.  They deceive others with what they do say.  We have numerous examples:


a.  Jer 29:8, “For thus says the Lord of the armies, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream.”

b.  Rom 16:18, “For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”

c.  1 Cor 3:18, “Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.”

d.  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”

e.  2 Thes 2:3, “Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction.”

f.  1 Jn 2:26, “These things I have written to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.”

g.  The key ingredient to false teachers is that they are attempting to deceive those to whom they speak.  Satan is the father of deception.  All deception from false teachers, from degenerate pastors is satanic.

6.  At the time of writing the greatest problem with false teachers came from former Jews rather than from Gentiles.


a.  The former Jews were afraid of losing their Jewish congregation, so they claimed that the Mosaic Law was still valid.


b.  The former Jews were afraid of being criticized by other former Jews—the Judaizers—so they said the Mosaic Law was still valid.


c.  The former Jews who were now pastors had forgot that they were no longer Jews, but a new spiritual species.


d.  We don’t have this problem today.  The problem today is with false teachers in general.

2 Pet 2:1-2 “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”
2 Pet 2:3 “and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
2 Pet 2:12 “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”
2 Pet 2:13 “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you,”
2 Pet 2:14 “having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”
2 Pet 2:15 “Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness,”
2 Pet 2:17 “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
2 Pet 2:18 “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”
2 Pet 2:19 “promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”
2 Pet 2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”
2 Pet 2:21 “For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”
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