Romans 8:29



- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI to continue the content of the mental activity stated in the previous use of the verb OIDA in the last verse.  The verb is not repeated but implied by ellipsis.  It can be translated “[We know] that”, the brackets indicating that the verb is implied from its previous use in the last verse.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom” and referring to every member of the Church, that is, all Church Age believers.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROGINWSKW, which means “to know beforehand or to foreknow.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers up into a single whole all God has always known about every member of the royal family of God and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action in eternity past and that there has never been a time when He has not known all about us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROORIZW, which means “to decide upon beforehand, predestine, to foreordain.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers up into a single whole all God has always determined to be true about the spiritual status of every member of the royal family of God and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action in eternity past and that there has never been a time when He had not determined exactly what we would be positionally in relation to our Lord.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective SUMMORPHOS, which means “having the same form, similar in form as or to something: like his Son in form or appearance”
 “pertaining to that which has a similar form or nature - ‘similar in form, of the same form;’ ‘of the same form as his glorious body’ Phil 3.21.”
  This is followed by the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EIKWN, meaning “image, likeness; form, appearance.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HIOS, meaning “of the Son” with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His.”
“[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son,”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative from the neuter singular articular present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”  The construction EIS plus the accusative neuter singular of the article with an infinitive is one of the ways in Greek of introducing a purpose or a result clause.  Here it introduces a blending of purpose and result, and can be translated “that He might be.”  With this we have the adverbial accusative of general reference from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun and means “He” and functions in the Attic Greek accusative-infinitive construction as the subject of the infinitive.


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose and result, blending the two concepts into one idea.  It was God the Father’s purpose that our Lord Jesus Christ might be the firstborn among many brothers and this has also been the result of the Church Age.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PRWTOTOKOS, used as a substantive and meaning “first-born.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the dative of relationship from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren.”  This is translated “among many brethren” and refers to the royal family of God.

“that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”
Rom 8:29 corrected translation
“[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”
Explanation:
1.  “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son,”

a.  Paul continues his thought with something else that believers growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior know for a fact.


b.  We know that God has always known ahead-of-time, that is, in eternity past, all there is to know about us, our life, our decisions, our actions, our problems, our successes, and our failures.


c.  Most importantly, God the Father knew in eternity past that we would believe in Christ.


d.  His foreknowledge that we would believe in Christ did not force us to believe in Christ.  He simply knew what the result of our human life would be before we lived it.


e.  Having known all about us in eternity past, God determined ahead-of-time what would be the truth, facts, and reality of human history based upon the decisions and actions He knew mankind would make.  This is called foreordination or predestination.


f.  Foreordination or predestination does not mean that God makes things happen ahead-of-time and then creates creatures who will do those things exactly as He has predetermined.  That would be totally unfair of His righteousness and justice.


g.  But God knows beforehand what our free will decisions and actions will be and puts those free will decisions and actions into His plan for human history before history begins.


h.  The sovereignty of God allows the free will of man to function freely in human history and does not predetermine what the free will of man may or may not do.


i.  However, the sovereignty of God also has the freedom to act in human history to counteract and oppose the free will of man to overturn and prevent his free will actions from having their intended effect.


j.  Therefore, the sovereignty of God and the free will of man co-exist and function together in human history without the sovereignty of God forcing the free will of man to act in certain ways ahead-of-time.


k.  Predestination applies only to the believer, not to the unbeliever.  God foreordains certain things for the believer—like being placed into union with Christ and receiving resurrection bodies like our Lord’s.


l.  Paul’s point here is that God knew and planned ahead-of-time that anyone who believed in Christ would be conformed to the image of His Son, Jesus Christ.  What does it mean to be conformed to the image of His Son?



(1)  Phil 3:20-21a says, “For our aristocracy exists in heaven, even from which place we eagerly anticipate the savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform the body of our humble station in conformity with the body of His glory.”



(2)  1 Cor 15:49, “Indeed just as we have borne the appearance of the earthly [man], and we will bear the image of the heavenly [man].”



(3)  Both of these verses deal with the reception of the resurrection body, which will conform to the resurrection body that our Lord has.  We receive the same type of resurrection body as our Lord.  In this way we are conformed to His image.


m.  Therefore, what Paul is saying here is that in eternity past before human history, God the Father designed a perfect plan that called for all Church Age believers to receive a resurrection body conformed to the image of the resurrected Christ.  “We shall be like Him.”

2.  “that He might be the first-born among many brethren.”

a.  God had a plan and purpose for believers in eternity past before He created human history.


b.  That plan and purpose was that Jesus Christ, who was co-equal and co-eternal with God the Father, would become true humanity, die spiritually for the sins of the world, then die physically, be raised from the dead in a new human body that was incapable of death and that could live forever in heaven with God the Father and glorify Him.


c.  The Father’s plan was that Jesus Christ would be glorified to the maximum because of all that He did for mankind in being judged as a substitute for them and providing eternal salvation for all.


d.  The Father’s plan included the fact that Jesus Christ would be the first person to be raised from the dead in a human body without a sin nature and without the capability of spiritual or physical death.


e.  The Father’s plan was that all those who believed in Christ would receive the same kind of resurrection body.


f.  In this way, Jesus Christ would be the first-born in the sense of the first person resurrected from the dead.


g.  The many brethren include all members of the human race who believe in Christ alone for their eternal salvation.

The Doctrine of Divine Knowledge
A.  Definition. 


1.  God’s knowledge is related to His perfect, infinite, and eternal essence.



a.  God’s knowledge is absolute and perfect.  There never was a time when God didn’t know everything that is knowable, everything that could be known.


b.  God is sovereign.  Therefore, His knowledge is superior and in control at all times.




(1)  God never had to learn anything; God always knew it all.




(2)  God has always existed in infinity, and so God has always had perfect knowledge about everything, both about Himself and the universe.  That combines God’s sovereignty with His infinity and eternity.



c.  Time has nothing to do with God’s knowledge, for God has always known everything.  Therefore, the future is as perspicuous to God as the past.  We have to learn things; God does not.



d.  Therefore, all of God’s knowledge is simultaneous.




(1)  There never was a time when He didn’t know everything.  There never was a time that anything that is knowable in history, in prehistoric times, or in eternity past was not always known to Him.




(2)  We learn as creatures; God has never had to learn anything for He has always known everything.




(3)  All of God’s knowledge is simultaneous knowledge.  Simultaneous knowledge means it is not subject to time.



(4)  There is no limitation to the knowledge of infinite and eternal God.



e.  Since God as a person possesses self-consciousness, self-determination, and absolute and simultaneous knowledge of all things, He is absolutely perfect in His knowledge.



f.  God’s knowledge is never irrational.  This is in contrast to many people who have knowledge about a lot of things, but are irrational, theoretical, and speculative.



g.  God’s knowledge is compatible with His eternal nature, His sovereign will, His integrity, and His perfection.  God’s knowledge is compatible with His eternal nature and with all His other attributes.



h.  God is eternally Himself, and knows Himself to be beyond comparison in His absolute and eternal knowledge of things.  He never feels threatened by any blasphemy ever uttered by a creature, angelic or human.



i.  Because He is immutable, God has never changed; and God’s knowledge has never changed God.  God is aware of all the changes in creatures.



j.  God’s knowledge is never complicated by ignorance, absurdities, or emotional reaction.  Ignorance hurts us more than anything else.  The soul under control of the emotion blocks out knowledge.  Absurdities block out knowledge.



k.  God exists eternally, and is unsustained by Himself or any other source.  Therefore, His knowledge is as unalterable as He is.



l.  This means that God cannot change or be inaccurate in His knowledge.  Divine knowledge is absolute truth.




(1)  Not everything in the Scripture is divine knowledge.  Some of it is revelation about Satan, about creatures, and about future history.



(2)  But in the midst of all this revelation found in the Scripture, there is absolute truth in which God reveals Himself to mankind up to the point of man’s finite limitations.



m.  God’s knowledge precedes both time and space.  Long before time and space existed, God had total, absolute, and complete knowledge about everything that would ever be related to time and space.  Therefore, God’s knowledge is not subject to time and space.



n.  There are three categories of the knowledge of God.




(1)  God’s self-knowledge is God’s knowledge about God which is infinite and eternal.  God knows everything about Himself.




(2)  Omniscience is God’s knowledge about creation, including both the actual (what really has, is, or will happen) and the potential or possible (what could have happened).  




(3) 
Foreknowledge is God’s knowledge about believers only; i.e., His eternal knowledge of their thoughts, motives, decisions, and actions.  There never was a time in all of eternity past when God did not know everything about you--every thought you would ever have, every motive that would be formed from those thoughts, every decision you would make from thought or lack of thought (which is impulsive), and every action which results.



o.  Omniscience is the input into the divine decrees.  Foreknowledge is the printout regarding believers only.  Self-knowledge is a part of divine self-esteem.



p.  God’s knowledge cannot be more or less than it is.  Being absolute, it never increases or decreases, shrinks or expands.


2.  God is eternal; therefore His knowledge is eternal.  God exists eternally unsustained by Himself or any other source.  Therefore, His knowledge of Himself is as unalterable as He is Himself unalterable.  God’s knowledge of Himself precedes both time and space; therefore, His knowledge of Himself is not subject to time and space.  (He will not know more about Himself tomorrow.)


3.  God is infinite; therefore His knowledge is without boundary or limitation, consequently, absolute and eternal knowledge, whether directed toward Himself or creatures, whether related to time or space.  Since this absolute and eternal knowledge existed in eternity past it means that God invented certain things in order to resolve the prehistoric angelic conflict.  For example, He invented the volition of your soul.


4.  God is sovereign; therefore, His knowledge is not only infinite, eternal and absolute, but in control at all times.  God has never lost control of anything.  Jesus Christ controls history and allows the volition of mankind to take him into certain directions that are very miserable.  Gods’ knowledge is infinitely superior to angelic or human perception or genius.  No matter how desperate or out of control a situation may be, it is never out of control in heaven, and God gave us a spiritual life to understand and apply that fact, and never be out of control ourselves in an uncontrollable situation.


5.  Since the future is as perspicuous to God as the past, time has nothing to do with God’s knowledge.


6.  All God’s knowledge is simultaneous.  There never was a time in eternity past or in history when God did not know all the knowable about everyone and everything.  God’s knowledge cannot be more or less than it is.  His knowledge of Himself cannot be more or less than it is today, in eternity past, or in eternity future.  Everything that is knowable in history about any creature was always inside the mind of God and never outside the mind of God.


7.  God’s knowledge is never irrational, emotional, speculative, theoretical, unknown, or forgotten.  God has never lost track of you.


8.  God’s knowledge is never complicated by ignorance, absurdities, or emotional reaction.


9.  God’s knowledge is absolute; therefore, God cannot change or be inaccurate in any of His knowledge.


10.  Since God invented human volition or free will of mankind, He knew simultaneously and eternally how each free will of every person in history would function, has functioned, and is functioning at any time.


11.  Application.



a.  God’s knowledge has all the facts, and has had them since eternity past.  Therefore all divine provision for the believer is always and inevitably a matter of God’s grace.  We must never be under the illusion that we have earned or deserved anything from God.  When we complain about anything, we are complaining about things God knew about in eternity past.  Why are we complaining?  Because we are not applying the doctrine of God’s knowledge to that situation.



b.  It is the grace of God from His immutable and eternal omniscience and foreknowledge that has provided something better for every believer in the Church Age.



c.  We do not earn it or deserve these better things.  We do not have these better things because we are special.  We have them because of who and what God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are.  It is always the essence of God that counts, not the human personality.



d.  The corrected translation of Heb 11:40, “God having foreseen something better for us...” indicates that God has provided for the Church the greatest spiritual life of all time.  Furthermore, He has provided in grace a system for learning these things.

 
12.  God cannot change; His knowledge of Himself or others cannot change.


13.  God cannot lie or deceive about what He knows.  If He deceived about one point of doctrine, He would be relative truth instead of absolute truth, thus making God less than omniscient.


14.  God’s knowledge exists in three categories: self-knowledge, omniscience, and foreknowledge.

B.  Scriptural Documentation.


1.  1 Jn 3:20, “God knows all things.”


2.  The omniscience of God is the subject of Ps 139.


3.  Peter said in Jn 21:17, “Lord, You know all things; you know that I love You.”


4.  Heb 4:13, “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”  God doesn’t have eyes.  This is an anthropomorphism, using the eyes to illustrate that God sees everything.  No creature is hidden from His sight because God occupies every bit of space in history.


5.  God is all knowledge, 1 Sam 2:3; Job 26:6, 31:4, 34:21, 37:16, 42:2; Ps 139:1-6, 147:4; Jer 16:17; Ezek 11:5; Matt 10:29-30.  So many passages about the omniscience of God are in Job, because while Job was griping and complaining, it was brought to his attention that God knew his problems.  God was aware of Job’s situation, and God was not indifferent to him.


6.  God is infinite wisdom and understanding.  Therefore, you cannot say that no one understands you, because God understands you perfectly at all times, even better than you understand yourself.  1 Sam 16:7; Ps 44:21, 147:5; Prov 3:19, 5:21, 17:3; Isa 40:13-14; Jer 17:10, 51:15; Nah 1:7; Matt 6:18; Rom 8:27, 11:33; 1 Jn 3:20.  All these passages say that infinity related to the knowledge of God means there never was a time when God didn’t know everything that is knowable about every creature and every natural phenomenon.


7.  God knows the end from the beginning, Isa 41:6, 42:9, 43:9, 46:10; Acts 2:23, 15:18; 1 Pet 1:2.  Do not try to live a life of deceit; your life will end in the sin unto death.


8.  Note that many of the passages about the knowledge of God are written by Old Testament prophets.  This is because Israel was always complaining that no one understood them and that God had abandoned them.  Therefore, they needed to understand, as we do, that there never was a time and never will be a time when you will have a thought, motive, or make a decision or do something asinine that God did not know about billions and billions of years ago.

C.  Divine Self-Knowledge.

1.  Each person of the Godhead has infinite and eternal knowledge about Himself as well as the other two persons of the Trinity.  God’s self‑knowledge is related to the other members of the Trinity as well as to Himself.  What God knows about Himself, He knows about the other members of the Trinity inasmuch as they have identical essence.  Therefore, God is said to be one in essence.


2.  God’s self‑knowledge is infinite, eternal genius.  God is eternal.  This means that His knowledge is eternal.  God is infinite.  Therefore, God’s knowledge is without boundary or limitation.


3.  God has eternally known Himself.  Each member of the Trinity has perfect subjective knowledge of Himself and all His attributes of deity, plus how they function in relation to Himself and the other members of the Godhead.


4.  Each member of the Trinity has perfect subjective knowledge of self and perfect objective knowledge of the other members.  This divine knowledge is the basis for God’s spiritual self‑esteem.


5.  God’s self-knowledge preceded the divine decrees in our logical understanding.  Actually, God’s self-knowledge and the divine decrees are simultaneous as far as God is concerned.


6.  Each person in the Godhead has always known Himself and the other members of the Trinity.  Each person in the Trinity has perfect subjective knowledge about Himself and a perfect objective knowledge about the other persons in the Godhead.  God has always known Himself.  There never was a time when He didn’t know Himself and the other members of the Trinity.

D.  Omniscience of God.  

1.  While God’s self‑knowledge relates to His own divine attributes and the attributes of the other members of the Trinity, omniscience is God’s knowledge related to creatures.  Omniscience does not relate to God, but only to creatures and the universe.


2.  Omniscience is defined as God’s objective knowledge of the universe, since it deals with someone outside the sphere of self‑knowledge, both actual and possible.  God knows all the knowable simultaneously in eternity past.  All of God’s knowledge is simultaneous.  There never was a time in eternity past or human history when God did not know everything about each one of us.  There are no surprises to God.  God knows perfectly, eternally, and simultaneously all that is knowable about all creation, actual and possible.  Actual knowledge about creatures is programmed into the divine decrees, while possible activities are known by God but not programmed into the divine decrees.   Only reality is programmed into the decrees.


3.  Since the divine decrees establish reality, omniscience includes all that is in the decrees plus all that is not fed into the decrees.  Omniscience is distinguished from both self-knowledge and foreknowledge.  Omniscience is the input into the divine decrees.  Foreknowledge is the output or application regarding believers only.


4.  In eternity past, omniscience knew every thought, motivation, decision, and action of every creature.


5.  
Omniscience and Time.  Time has nothing to do with omniscience.



a.  All of God’s knowledge is simultaneous; this is a very important principle.  There never was a time when God did not know everything.



b.  There is no limitation to the knowledge of eternal and infinite God.  Every minute detail of both angelic and human history is completely, perfectly, and simultaneously known.  Therefore, it is in God’s mind at all times.  He doesn’t have to remember anything or learn anything.



c.  Consequently, omniscience perceives the free as free, the necessary as necessary, together with all their causes, conditions, relations, and interactions as one indivisible system of things, every link of which is essential to the whole.  God knows everything about you that is knowable, every thought you’ve ever had, your every decision, motive, and action; the same is true of billions and billions of creatures.



d.  Time has nothing to do with God’s knowledge.  (Time has everything to do with our knowledge.  The longer we live, the more we should learn.)  Therefore, the future is as well known to Him as the past.



e.  The omniscience of God knows all the realities and alternatives of history for individuals, groups, tribes, and nations.



f.  Both cause and effect, actual and possible, reality and potential have always been known to God.  Such a knowledge almost transcends human comprehension.


g.  The omniscience of God knows all the facts about every creature.  Inasmuch as we are creatures, He knows all the facts about us.  He knew them simultaneously in eternity past.  He knew our thoughts, motives, decisions, and actions always.  He also understands how they relate and interact with others in our generation.



h.  The omniscience of God knows all that would have been involved in every case where a person’s decisions and actions might have been different from what they were.  That means the omniscience and foreknowledge of God are related to the doctrine of the divine decrees.


6.  The omniscience of God knows the actual and the possible, the reality and the probabilities.  But only the actual, the reality, is fed into the decrees.


7.  Omniscience knows all that would have been involved in every case where the individual action, decision or thought might have been different.


8.  Omniscience means that God knows perfectly, eternally, and simultaneously all that is knowable, both actual and possible.  Therefore, God’s knowledge is totally compatible with all His essence.


9.  Only the actual is fed into the decrees.  The possible are actions which are not made but could have been made.


10.  Every minute detail of both angelic and human history was completely, perfectly, and simultaneously in God’s mind at all times.


11.  Therefore, omniscience perceives the free as free, the necessary as necessary, together with all their causes, conditions, relations, and interactions as one indivisible system of things, every link of which is essential to the integrity of the whole.


12.  Omniscience does not affect free will.  It is merely aware of what volition will think and do before it does it.

E.  Foreknowledge of God.

1.  Foreknowledge must be distinguished from God’s omniscience.  Between the two stands the decrees of God.  Omniscience feeds decrees, while foreknowledge is the printout from the decrees.


2.  Omniscience programs the decrees with the facts of our actions, decisions, motivations, and thoughts.  Foreknowledge is a printout of the decrees, i.e., these facts.


3.  Nothing is foreknown until it is first decreed.


4.  There never was a time in eternity past when God did not know every thought, motive, decision, or action we have ever had.  Foreknowledge is the aspect of God’s knowledge which we can apply.  It deals with what is in the decrees.  What you do as reality in history, God knew as reality before anything existed.  God compiled your thoughts and actions before they happened.  Foreknowledge links that to us.  Foreknowledge takes each one of us and relates us to God in terms of reality.


5.  Only the decrees establish reality.  This means that foreknowledge follows as a printout of the decrees.


6.  The foreknowledge of God makes nothing certain, but merely acknowledges what is certain (the content of the decrees).  Foreknowledge is a means of relating us to the plan of God as an individual since eternity past.  This gives us a sense of security.  You are never lost or forgotten by God.  You are always in God’s mind.  This application keeps you from self-pity.


7.  God foreknows all things as certain future because He has decreed them from His omniscience.


8.  Omniscience feeds the facts into the decrees, while foreknowledge is the printout of those facts.



a.  Just as the sovereignty of God programs the ROM (read only memory) chip and the omniscience of God programs the PROM (programmable read only memory) chip, the printout from the PROM chip related to the believer is called foreknowledge.



b.  While election and predestination are printouts from the ROM chip, foreknowledge is the printout from the PROM chip.


c.  Nothing can be foreknown until it is first of all decreed.



d.  Omniscience programs the PROM chip (the decree), while foreknowledge is the printout of the PROM chip.


e.  The foreknowledge of God makes nothing certain, but merely acknowledges what is certain regarding believers in Jesus Christ.



f.  Foreknowledge is not related to the printout of sins; that printout is related to the omnipotence of God.  Foreknowledge deals with believers only.



g.  The printout of the ROM or sovereignty of God chip includes the five elective decrees, classified as modified infralapsarianism.




(1)  The decree of God to create all mankind for the purpose of “bringing many sons into glory” (Heb 2:10) and thereby resolving the prehistoric angelic conflict.




(2)  The decree of God to permit the fall of mankind as an extension of the prehistoric angelic conflict.




(3)  The decree of God to provide eternal salvation for all mankind under unlimited atonement.  This occurred with the printout of all personal sins and their imputation to Jesus Christ for judgment while He was alive on the Cross.  Unlimited atonement is taught in 2 Cor 5:14-15, 19; 1 Tim 2:6, 4:10; Tit 2:11; Heb 2:9; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 2:2.




(4)  Post salvation motivation for the election of the Church plus the means of glorifying God.  In eternity past, God the Father as the grantor deposited for every Church Age believer as the grantee greater blessings into escrow.  The first thing God ever did for the believer in eternity past is the means of glorifying Him, Eph 1:3.  As the depositary, Jesus Christ makes distribution of these greater blessings to winners only, both in time and at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  The conveyance of these blessings to the winner and invisible hero is the means of glorifying God, Eph 1:3-6.




(5)  The simultaneous decrees of election and predestination, the printouts of the ROM chip, Eph 1:4-5.  The sovereignty of God programs the ROM chip.





(a)  Election is the expression of the will of God for you.  Equal privilege is provided by making every believer a royal priest, able to represent himself before God.  Equal opportunity is provided by logistical grace support.





(b)  Predestination is the provision of the will of God for you.  Equal privilege is provided by placing every believer into union with Christ at the moment of salvation.  Equal opportunity is provided in the spiritual life.





(c)  Election and predestination provide both motivation and the means of execution of the plan of God and subsequent distribution of escrow blessings.





(d)  Other theologies state this fifth decree as being the decree to elect those who believe and to leave in condemnation those who do not believe in Jesus Christ, as per Jn 3:18 and 3:36.




(6)  The decree to apply eternal salvation to those who believe in Jesus Christ.  This decree includes both God-consciousness and Gospel hearing.  The decree to save the elect through faith in Jesus Christ is found in Eph 2:8-9.  With some exceptions (who are automatically saved), every person can come to the point of God-consciousness, where he is either positive or negative.  If he is positive and wants to know God, he will be provided with Gospel hearing, no matter where he is.

F.  Summary.

1.  God’s self‑knowledge and omniscience precede the decrees, while foreknowledge is a printout from the decrees.  By application, God knew all your faults and sins, yet He still gave you life.  Therefore, He must have a plan for your life.


2.  While omniscience knows every possible act and thought of history, this is not so with the foreknowledge of God.  Foreknowledge only knows the actual, the reality of what will occur.


3.  Foreknowledge can make nothing certain, but only acknowledges what is certain.


4.  Since the divine decrees establish certainty, nothing can be foreknown until it is first decreed.


5.  God foreknows all events as certainly future because He has decreed them from His omniscience.


6.  Therefore, omniscience logically came first, knowing the actual and possible.


7.  Foreknowledge is limited, dealing only with the actual of history.


8.  While everything was decreed simultaneously, the plan of God rationale applies only foreknowledge in the second stage of the faith-rest drill.  It does not apply omniscience or self‑knowledge.  Under testing, the believer must remember there is never a time when God forgets us.  This is our foreknowledge rationale.


9.  Foreknowledge cannot be related to speculation.  When you deal with time, you deal with foreknowledge.  When you deal with eternity, you are dealing with omniscience.


10.  Foreknowledge is a doctrinal application the believer can apply in concentration to his problems in time.


11.  No decree arises from the foreknowledge of God.  Foreknowledge makes nothing certain, but merely acknowledges what is decreed.  Logically foreknowledge follows the decrees, but in reality it was simultaneous with the decrees in eternity past.



a.  All the actuals of history were decreed simultaneously.



b.  The probabilities are just as known to God as the actualities, but He didn’t stick them into the decrees.  If you put non‑facts into the computer decrees, then you get a printout of no facts.  God deals only in what actually happens:  truth.



c.  God is perfectly happy without creatures, including you. Speculation is a distraction to Bible doctrine.  The decrees bring you back into reality.  God says, “Forget about what you didn’t do, let’s take a look at what you did do.”  Whatever you have done, get back with doctrine and keep moving.


12.  Being omniscient, God knows all that would have been involved had He adopted any one of an infinite number of plans of action.


13.  Foreknowledge is knowledge of what occurs in history.  But omniscience includes knowledge of what did not occur:  the alternative thoughts, actions, and decisions.


14.  The omniscience of God fed reality into the computer, while the foreknowledge of God knew all of the print outs, all of the events as certainly future.  He knew them because He had already decreed them.

15.  Foreknowledge is not knowledge of future events, but cognizance of what is in the decrees.


16.  God’s foreknowledge does not produce or cause events, but recognizes events which are fed into the decrees.


17.  Foreknowledge is not foresight.  God does not learn or obtain knowledge.


18.  God foreknows all events as certainly future, because in eternity past He decreed them and made them certainly future.  And the origin was sovereignty plus omniscience.


19.  God’s decrees relate equally to all future events of every kind.  To the free actions of moral agents as well as to the actions of necessary agents; to sinful and evil, as well as morally correct, gracious, and honorable actions.


20.  Since the divine decrees alone establish certainty, nothing can be foreknown until it is first decreed.


21.  Omniscience only decreed what would happen.  Therefore, omniscience only fed reality into the decree.  Your life is designed by provision to deal with reality.  You are designed to cope with every reality of life.  Doctrine is designed to deal with reality.


22.  Foreknowledge is related only to what God decreed.  Foreknowledge only deals with reality, never the alternatives.  Foreknowledge only deals with cognizance of reality.  It takes two Biblical terms to differentiate between God’s knowledge of actuality and probability, and God’s acknowledgment of reality.


23.  While omniscience precedes the decrees, foreknowledge logically follows the decrees.  Foreknowledge cannot be placed before the decrees.  This would blasphemously imply that God was not aware of what would take place and is not the original cause of anything. Foreknowledge makes nothing certain, the decrees are certainty.  Foreknowledge acknowledges the reality in the divine decrees.

4.  Predestination.

a.  Predestination is the work of God the Father in eternity past on behalf of every Church Age believer to execute God’s plan, purpose, and will for his life.  Therefore, predestination is the grace provision of God the Father for the royal family.


b.  Predestination is the provision of the sovereignty of God for the execution of the plan of God.  Predestination includes equal privilege and equal opportunity for the fulfillment of God’s plan and purpose for your life in the Church Age.


c.  Predestination has its own equal privilege: the baptism of the Spirit at salvation, positional sanctification, which refers to the formation of the royal family.  The royal family or Church Age believer shares the destiny of Christ.


d.  Predestination has its own equal opportunity: your very own prefabricated palace, the operational spiritual life and system of divine power, the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit.  For it is the filling of the Spirit that provides the divine power necessary to execute God’s plan and to fulfill your destiny on earth.  This includes the mandate to live, reside, function, and grow in grace in your palace, that you might accomplish and achieve everything that God has designed for you.


e.  The humanity of Christ received the prototype spiritual life.  He utilized it so that He remained impeccable in His humanity and was therefore qualified to go to the cross and be judged for the sins of the world.


f.  What we call in time the plan of God is, from the divine viewpoint of eternity past, called predestination.


g.  Therefore, predestination means three things.



(1)  Predestination means protocol.  The provision of the protocol plan of God for every believer in eternity past.  Eph 1:11, “Having been predestined for a predetermined plan.”


(2)  Predestination means the possession of your very own royal spiritual life.  Rom 8:29, “He also predestined us to be conformed to the image of His Son.”  Jesus Christ resided in the prototype spiritual life while on earth.  He has given us, His royal family, the operational spiritual life for our life on earth.



(3)  Predestination means royalty.  The believer is royal family of God.  Eph 1:5, “He has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself.”  Adoption refers to a Roman custom of aristocracy.  At salvation, every believer is adopted not only as an adult son but as royal family.  Being adopted as an adult son and royal family at salvation means that all your previous handicaps related to your physical birth and unbelieving life have been eliminated.  This includes all genetic, environmental, and volitional handicaps.


h.  God the Father prefabricated the spiritual life as the Christian way of life, not human beings and their legalistic standards.  Predestination is the pre-existence of the spiritual life as God’s plan for your life.
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