Romans 8:2
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- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, which expresses the grounds or supporting evidence for a conclusion, translated “For.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, which means “the law, principle, rule” and refers to “Christianity as ‘the law/principle of Christ,’ Gal 6:2. The gospel is ‘a law requiring faith,’ Rom 3:27a.”
  This is followed by the ablative of source from the neuter plural article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “from the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit because of the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun ZWĒ, which follow, meaning “of life.”  “The Spirit is more closely defined by a genitive of the thing: Jn 14:17; 15:26; 16:13 (in these three places the Spirit of Truth is the Paraclete promised by Jesus upon his departure); 1 Jn 4:6 (opposite ‘the spirit of error’); the Spirit of Glory, 1 Pet 4:14, the Spirit of Life Rom 8:2.”
  This is a reference to eternal life, given at the moment of faith in Christ, and is only given by God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, the Spirit of Life can only be a title for God the Holy Spirit.  Jn 6:63, “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.”
“For the principle from the Spirit of Life”

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/relationship from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to free, to set free.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the action of being set free in its entirety, but looks at it from the standpoint of its completed action.


The active voice indicates that the principle/law/rule of the Spirit of Life (God the Holy Spirit) produces the action of setting us free.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all Church Age believers.

“has set you free in Christ Jesus”

 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “from the law, principle, rule or norm.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “of the sin nature” with the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, meaning “of the death” and referring to the one and only spiritual death imputed to us at birth.

“from the principle of the sin nature and of [spiritual] death.”

Rom 8:2 corrected translation
“For the principle from the Spirit of Life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and of [spiritual] death.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the principle from the Spirit of Life”

a.  Paul continues by giving us the ground or supporting evidence for his previous conclusion that there is now no condemnation for those who have an eternal relationship with Jesus Christ.


b.  The supporting evidence for our eternal relationship with Christ is what God the Holy Spirit did for us at the moment of salvation.


c.  The Spirit of Life is a title for God the Spirit.  This title is explained in Jn 6:63, “﻿﻿It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; ﻿the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.”


d.  The Holy Spirit has a new set of laws or principles or rules regarding mankind’s relationship with Jesus Christ, just as the Mosaic Law had its set of rules, regulations, and principles for having a relationship with God.


e.  The major rule or principle set forth here is that any member of the human race that believes in Christ is set free from the power and rule of the sin nature and spiritual death by being in union with Christ.


f.  Other new laws, rules, regulations, and principles of the new Law of the Church Age include:



(1)  Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.



(2)  The principle of eternal security.



(3)  Personal love for God and impersonal love for all mankind.



(4)  There is equal privilege and opportunity for all believers.



(5)  There is a universal priesthood and ambassadorship.


g.  The Holy Spirit is our Mentor, the One who teaches and trains us in all these Church Age principles, helping us to execute the new spiritual life for the new spiritual species by means of these the new principles.

2.  “has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and of [spiritual] death.”

a.  One of the new Laws for the Church Age is union with Christ.  This never occurred before in human history and will never occur again.


b.  God the Holy Spirit takes the believer at the moment of salvation and enters him or her into union with Christ.  This is described by the writers of the New Testament as “being in Christ Jesus” or “in Christ.”

c.  Because we are under this new principle of positional sanctification or union with Christ, we have been set free from the power and authority of the sin nature and the power and authority of spiritual death.


d.  The principle of the sin nature is “Do as you please in self-absorption and self-gratification.”


e.  The principle of spiritual death is that you must be separated from God forever without any kind of spiritual relationship.


f.  The principle of the Spirit of Life or God the Holy Spirit is that anyone who believes in Christ has eternal life and an eternal relationship with God, and therefore, is no longer subject to spiritual death and its effects.


g.  We are therefore not condemned, which is the major result of spiritual death.


h.  God the Holy Spirit has given us spiritual life to replace spiritual death.


i.  God the Holy Spirit has given us His very own power to overcome the power and authority of the sin nature.


j.  The Spirit of Life has set us free from the power, authority, principles, and rules of the sin nature, so that we can live our new spiritual life under the new spiritual laws of love, freedom, privilege, opportunity, using the spiritual heritage of our Lord Jesus Christ (that is, the spiritual life that He tested and used during the Incarnation).


k.  Being in union with Christ we are set free by the Holy Spirit to live our spiritual life without being in slavery to the sin nature and without being separated from God in the status of spiritual death and helpless to do anything about it.
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