Romans 5:9



- is the postpositive inferential use of the conjunction OUN, meaning “therefore” and introduces a conclusion or inference from what precedes.  With this we have the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, meaning “Much, many; of extent or magnitude: great, large, much, many.”  With this we also have the adverb of manner MALLON, which means “more, rather; to a greater degree; even more, now more; for a better reason; rather; more (surely), more (certainly); how much more surely.”
  This is an idiom in Greek to introduce a system of logic called a fortiori, which means “If someone can do the more difficult, it makes logical sense that they can do the easier.”  Therefore, the correct translation should be “Therefore, to a greater degree” or “Therefore, with stronger reason” or simply:
“Much more therefore,”
- is the nominative first person masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb DIKAIOW, which means “to be justified, to be declared righteous, or to be credited with righteousness.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to all believers in human history generally, but specifically to all Church Age believers.


The passive voice indicates that all believers receive the action of being justified or declared righteous by God.


The participle in the aorist tense precedes the action of the main verb and is circumstantial.  It is translated “having been justified.”
Then we have the adverb of time NUN, which means “now.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular article and noun HAIMA, which means “by means of blood.”  This is a reference to the spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, when He bore our personal sins in His body and was judged as a substitute for us.  Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to our Lord.

“having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death],”
 - is the first person plural future passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be saved, delivered.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which indicates what will take place in the future.


The passive voice indicates that all believers receive the action of being delivered from judgment by God in the future.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency (which indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice) from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “by the agency of Him.”  Finally, we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular monadic article (which indicates that this judgment is a one of kind type of judgment; there is no other judgment like it in history) and the noun ORGĒ, which means “anger, indignation, wrath, and is used of the wrath of God, that is, of God’s future judgment.”
  The prepositional phrase is translated “from the judgment” and refers to the Last Judgment.
“we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the [last] judgment.”
Rom 5:9 corrected translation
“Much more therefore, having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death], we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the [last] judgment.”
Explanation:
1.  “Much more therefore,”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion based on what he has just said in the previous verse.

b.  This conclusion is an a fortiori conclusion.


(1)  A fortiori is a Latin phrase that means “with stronger reason.”


(2)  A fortiori was a system of logic that was used by a debater to win his argument.


c.  The a fortiori system of logical argument is this: If someone can do the more difficult, then it follows with stronger reason that that same person can do the easier thing.  Or, if someone can do the greater, then they can do the less.

The Doctrine of A Fortiori
A.  Definition.

 1.  A fortiori is a Latin phrase meaning “with stronger reason.”  It is a system of logic using comparison.  It is a conclusion compared with some other conclusion or recognized fact, as inferred to be even more certain or inescapable than the two conclusions it combines.


 2.  A fortiori uses an inferential conclusion as being more conclusive than another reasoned conclusion.  In setting up a comparison, it establishes reality in both conclusions as they are inferentially related.


 3.  A fortiori is a system of argumentation or debate which takes an accepted fact and by comparison produces an inescapable fact and confident conclusion.  The phrase is used in argumentation to produce several categories of conclusion.



 a.  That something does not take place because the causes which alone could bring it to pass operate still more strongly in another case without producing that effect.  Classical illustration:  the United States should have been destroyed a long time ago; that's a cause which should have occurred.  But a stronger cause keeps it from being destroyed:  Jesus Christ controls history.



 b.  That something does take place because causes much weaker than those which operate to bring it about are effective in another case. Illustration: if a weak man is dangerous, it follows, with stronger reason (a fortiori), that a weak and evil man must be more dangerous.  Or another illustration: if Shakespeare has avoided obscurities in his sonnets, it follows, a fortiori, that he would do so in his plays for the purpose of immediate effect on the stage and for future appreciation (e.g., Hamlet).


 4.  A fortiori is the only thing which explains certain passages of Scripture.  Unfortunately, not too many pastors understand it.

B.  The A Fortiori of Logistical Grace, Matt 6:28‑30.  “And why are you worried about clothing?  Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not work neither do they spin.  In fact, I say to you that even Solomon in all of his glory did not clothe himself like one of these; in fact if God keeps clothing the common grass of the field [and He does] which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not do much more for you, O believer of negative faith-rest?”  If God clothes the grass, it follows, a fortiori, that He will clothe the believer.
C.  The A Fortiori of Deliverance from the Last Judgment, Rom 5:8‑9.  “But the God demonstrates His own love to us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died instead of us.  Much more, therefore, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be delivered from the wrath of God through Him.”  If the believer is justified by the blood of Christ, it follows, a fortiori, that the believer will be delivered at the Last Judgment.
D.  The A Fortiori of Reconciliation, Rom 5:10.  “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by means of the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be delivered by His life.”  If we were reconciled to God as His enemies, it follows, a fortiori, that we will be delivered as sons by His life.

E.  The A Fortiori of Temporal Blessing, Rom 5:15.  “But not as the transgression [Adam's original sin], so also is the gracious gift [First Advent].  For if by the transgression of that one [Adam] the many died, and they did, much more the grace of God, even the gift of grace by one man, Jesus Christ, who has provided super abundance for the many [mature believers].”  If God provides the greater in justification (imputation of perfect righteousness), it follows, a fortiori, that the justice of God can provide the less, the imputation of special blessings at maturity and thereafter.
F.  The A Fortiori of Eternal Blessing, Rom 5:17.  “For if by the transgression of the one [Adam] the spiritual death ruled through that one [and it did], much more, they who received in life this surplus from grace and the gift of righteousness, much more they shall rule through that one, Jesus Christ.”  If the justice of God provided the greater at spiritual maturity, i.e., the imputation of special blessings, it follows, a fortiori, that the justice of God will not withhold the less, i.e., eternal blessings and rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ.

G.  A Fortiori Rationale for Disaster, Rom 8:31-32.  “Therefore, face to face with these things, to what conclusion are we forced?  If God is for us, who is against us?  God, who did not even spare His own Son, but on behalf of all of us He delivered Him over to judgment, how shall He not also with Him in grace give to us the all things?”
H.  The A Fortiori of Israel's Cursing and Blessing, Rom 11:12.  “Now if their apostasy [the total rejection of Jesus as the Messiah] becomes the riches of the world, and if their failure [loss of client nation status] became the riches of the Gentiles [and it did], how much more will be their fullness.”  If the justice of God provides the greater in blessing the Gentiles through Jewish apostasy and punishment, it follows, a fortiori, that God will not withhold the less, i.e., greater blessing to the Gentiles in the millennial restoration of Israel.
I.  The A Fortiori Rationale.

 1.  A fortiori is the super‑charger or booster of the plan of God rationale.  The a fortiori rationale stimulates the function of application (reverse concentration) as the second stage of the faith‑rest drill, which leads to the third stage, reaching a doctrinal conclusion and gaining control of the situation.


 2.  A fortiori is a shorter and quicker rationale for emergencies where rapid decision and rapid action is necessary.  It is therefore both a system of logic, using comparison, and a rationale for the believer under pressure making a correct conclusion.


 3.  A fortiori compares a previous conclusion of doctrine with another conclusion of doctrine to understand and apply the inescapable certainty of God's grace policy in His perfect plan.


 4.  A fortiori uses an inferential conclusion as being more conclusive or certain than another recognized face or reasoned conclusion from the past, so that the mature believer gains momentum as he begins to apply doctrine.  He makes one conclusion and sees it work under testing, and then he makes another conclusion under another system of testing.  Then in time of great disaster, he puts together these proven conclusions.


 5.  So this rationale relates certainty to certainty and dogma to dogma to give the believer confidence in the plan of God, and to cause the believer to conclude that the only security in life is what you carry in your thinking.  In life, every time you apply doctrine in your soul to a situation, there is a decoration for you in heaven.

2.  “having now been justified by His blood [spiritual death],”

a.  Then Paul gives a contrast between time and eternity in the use of the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now” and the future tense in the main verb in the next clause.

b.  We have been justified or declared righteous by God right now, in time, while we have a sin nature functioning in our human body.

c.  Our justification is based upon the spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.


d.  Our justification by means of the spiritual death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross is stated here as a fact and not an assumption.


e.  We have been declared righteous by God because we have believed in Christ.  Therefore with greater reason we shall be delivered from the Last judgment.


f.  If God could do the most for us while we were yet sinners (and He did), then to a greater degree and with stronger reason Jesus Christ will not withhold the easier thing to do for us, which is to deliver us from the Last Judgment now that we have believed in Him.


g.  The blood of Christ is used figuratively to portray the spiritual death and saving work of our Lord on the cross, bearing our sins and being judged for them.


(1)  The Arndt and Gingrich, Greek-English Lexicon, p.22, under HAIMA in the paragraph describing the figurative use of the blood of Christ, says, “blood and life as an expiatory sacrifice; especially the blood of Jesus as the means of expiation.”


(2)  The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, edited by Gerhardt Kittel, Vol I, p.175, “the ideas which the New Testament links with the blood of Christ, since the latter (New Testament), is simply a pregnant verbal symbol of the saving work of Christ.”
3.  “we shall be delivered by the agency of Him from the [last] judgment.”

a.  This is the a fortiori conclusion—we will be delivered from the Last Judgment.

b.  No believer stands before the Last Judgment.  The Last Judgment is for unbelievers only.

c.  A part of our salvation is deliverance from the Last Judgment.  This is one of the forty things God does for us at the moment of salvation.


d.  This is not a hope, but an absolute, dogmatic statement of the word of God.  Therefore, this becomes a promise, a guarantee of our eternal security.

e.  Jesus Christ is the personal agent who makes this happen for us.  He does so by our being in union with Him.  Since Jesus Christ will not stand before Himself at the Last Judgment and be judged by Himself (I am speaking as a fool), and since we are in union with Him, we also will not stand before God for judgment at the Last Judgment.


f.  No believer ever faces the judgment of God, Rom 8:1, “There is therefore now no judgment to those who are in Christ Jesus.”

g.  The Last Judgment is the last time that God will judge any of His creatures.  It is the time when Satan and the fallen angels are finally cast into the eternal lake of fire.  Then all unbelievers who rejected the love of God for them and the work of Jesus Christ on the cross who died spiritually for them to demonstrate that love will be judged and cast into the eternal lake of fire along with Satan and his angels.
The Doctrine of the Last Judgment
A.  Definition.

1.  The Last Judgment is the alternative to salvation.  In effect, it is facing God's judgment in eternity because you would not face God's judgment in time.


2.  The Last Judgment is the expression of the integrity of God toward those who reject Christ as Savior.


3.  It is the culminating judgment of human history in which every unbeliever of the human race is judged and sentenced to the lake of fire.  They will stand before Jesus Christ who is the Supreme Court judge of heaven, Jn 5:22.


4.  This is also called the second death or the Great White Throne Judgment, Rev 20:12.

B.  There are two basic categories in the human race based on God's justice.

1.  The believer has accepted and adjusted to divine justice in time, Jn 3:18, 36; Acts 4:12.


2.  The unbeliever must face divine judgment in eternity, since he was negative to divine justice in time.


3.  Attitude toward Christ determines classification in the human race.  Idiots, morons, babies, and those who never reach the age of accountability are automatically saved by the justice of God.

C.  In the Last Judgment, only the unbeliever is under the indictment of rejection of Christ as Savior, Jn 3:18, 16:9; Rev 20:15.  The Book of Life is the roster of believers only.  The unbeliever is not found in the Book of Life because he has not been given eternal life for faith in Christ.  He has committed the “willful sin” or “unpardonable sin” of unbelief in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, Heb 10:26.

D.  No believer is involved in the Last Judgment, Rom 8:1.  “There is, therefore, no judgment to those who are in Christ Jesus.”
E.  The unbeliever has two appointments with God.

1.  Heb 9:27‑28, physical death.  


2.  The second death or the Last Judgment.  This is spiritual death or separation from God forever.  Heb 9:27, “For just as it is destined for man to die once, but after that the judgment.”
F.  The second appointment of judgment is preceded by the second resurrection, Jn 5:24‑29; Dan 12:2.

1.  All unbelievers are resurrected at the end of the Millennium in order that they may be judged by Christ and cast into the lake of fire.  They are resurrected from the fire of Hades to go into the eternal lake of fire.  So the Last Judgment follows the second resurrection.


2.  Dan 12:2, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake to eternal life [first resurrection for believers only], but others to disgrace and eternal rejection.”
G.  The Basis of Indictment of the Unbeliever.

1.  No sin is mentioned as the basis of judgment, but rather the unbeliever's human good and his righteousness based on his good works, which God rejects as not good enough to match the perfect righteousness of God required for eternal life with God.


2.  At the Last Judgment, two books are opened.



a.  The Book of Life lists the names of believers only, because all the names of unbelievers have been blotted out, and so it is not an issue at the Last Judgment.



b.  The Book of Works lists the name of every person who has rejected Christ as Savior.  All his works are listed there.  They are all added up, and they total relative righteousness.  God is perfect righteousness and cannot have fellowship with anything less.  This is the basis of judgment.


3.  So the unbeliever is judged on the basis of his works, not his sins, Rom 2:5-6; Rev 20:12-13.


4.  Jesus Christ was judged for the sins of believers and unbelievers; this is the doctrine of unlimited atonement, taught in 2 Cor 5:14,15,19; 1 Tim 2:6, 4:10; Tit 2:11; Heb 2:9; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 2:2.


5.  The unbeliever is judged because he has rejected Jesus Christ as Savior.  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not judged, but he who does not believe is judged already because he has not believed in the name of the uniquely born Son of God.”

6.  Jn 16:9 says that the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit does not address your personal sins, but only the one sin which could not be judged on the cross.  “Concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.”
H.  The Eternal Status of the Unbeliever.

1.  The unbeliever faces “the second death,” Rev 20:14, also called “dying in your sins,” Jn 8:21,24.


2.  The unbeliever will live forever in the lake of fire, Rev 20:14‑15; Matt 25:41.


3.  The unbeliever does not have his name in the Book of Life, Rev 20:15; only in the Book of Works, Rev 20:12-13.



a.  Man's works are not adequate to live with God forever.  Only the righteousness of God is adequate.  The righteousness of God is imputed to all believers at the moment of faith in Jesus Christ.



b.  Rom 3:22, “Even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.”


c.  The cross separates the entire human race into believers and unbelievers.


4.  To live with God forever, you must be as good as God is (have perfect righteousness), and live as long as God does (have eternal life).  The unbeliever has neither.  Therefore, he lives forever with human life in his soul in the lake of fire in a resurrection body designed especially to suffer maximum pain.


5.  God gives the unbeliever an indestructible body and soul to suffer with forever, Rev 14:11.
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