Romans 5:21
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- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a final purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  This is followed by the comparative conjunction HWSPER, which means “as, just as.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entire history of the human race and regards it from its existing or current results.


The active voice indicates that the sin nature produces the action of ruling over the soul of man.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to the sin nature.  Then we have the preposition EN plus locative of sphere from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, which means “in the sphere of death” and refers to spiritual death.
“in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death,”
- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “so” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “grace” and refers to the grace of God.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb BASILEUW, which means “to rule.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist for a universal truth among believers throughout the Church Age.

The active voice indicates that grace produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and indicates a potential.

“so also grace might rule”
 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “by means of righteousness” and refers to God’s righteousness imputed to us at the moment of salvation.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “because of eternal life.”  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “through Jesus Christ,” plus the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our Lord.”
“by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Rom 5:21 corrected translation
“in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death, so also grace might rule by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death,”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “ But where [personal] sin increased, grace increased in super abundance, in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death, so also grace might rule by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

b.  This clause explains the purpose for the increase of grace in super abundance.  God had a plan and purpose in human history and especially in the Church Age to demonstrate the greatness of His grace.

c.  Again Paul gives us a comparison between the rule of the sin nature in the sphere of spiritual death and the rule of grace in the spiritual life of the believer.


d.  Paul emphasizes the fact that the sin nature rules in spiritual death.  This is a part of the concept of total depravity.


e.  No matter how wonderful, how nice, how good an unbeliever may appear to be, the Scripture says that the sin nature rules in their life.  There are two ways the sin nature rules:



(1)  It rules in the area of lasciviousness, criminal activity, and rejection of authority.


(2)  It rules in the area of legalism, human good, and self-righteousness.


f.  Death here must refer to spiritual death, because the sin nature has no rule over the soul of the unbeliever after physical death.  Since the sin nature is in the cell structure of the physical body, there is no sinning committed by the unbeliever after death.  The sin nature no longer exists after physical death.


g.  Therefore the sphere of spiritual death is the only time when the sin nature has the opportunity to rule in the life of man, and it does from the moment of physical birth, when God imputes human life to the soul, until the moment the person believes in Christ or dies, whichever comes first.


h.  Rulership means that the sin nature dictates what it wants through the lust pattern, and the person does what the sin nature wants.  This is why a person does what a person wants to do.  The sin nature runs the show and rules the life.


i.  Faith alone in Christ alone breaks the power of the sin nature in the life of the unbeliever and he or she is free from the control of the sin nature until they sin again.  Once a believer sins the sin nature takes control of the life again and rules in a person’s life until they acknowledge their sin or sins to God.  Then God the Holy Spirit once again rules in the spiritual life of the person until they sin again. 

2.  “so also grace might rule”

a.  But grace increased in superabundance in order that grace might rule in the spiritual life of the believer.

b.  The grace of God rules in the spiritual life of the believer in Christ who is positive to the teaching of the word of God and execution of His plan.

c.  Not all believers have the grace of God ruling in their lives.  Why not?



(1)  Not all believers understand the grace of God.



(2)  Not all believers care about the grace of God.



(3)  Ignorance and indifference are two of the major problems of the degenerate Christian.



(4)  Then there are also believers who know what God expects and don’t care.  This is an apathetic Christian.  Grace does not rule in their life either.


d.  The potential subjunctive mood speaks volumes here about the spiritual life.  Just because a person is a Christian does not mean that grace rules in their life.  It is a potential.  It depends on the volition of that believer.

e.  Not all believers want grace to rule in their lives.  They do not want to depend on the plan, will, purpose, and provision of God.  Instead they want to make things happen for themselves in their Christian life.


f.  Some believers don’t want to take the time to learn the will of God, nor make the effort to execute the will of God.  They use the excuse that these things are just too hard, too difficult, too time-consuming, etc.  They settle on doing what they want to do or what seems easier.


g.  The grace of God never rules in the life of the carnal or degenerate believer.  The sin nature continues to rule in their life.


h.  The grace of God only rules in the spiritual life of the believer who wants it to.


i.  What does it mean to have the grace of God rule in your life?



(1)  It means that you recognize that you are saved by grace and must live by grace.



(2)  This means that you realize that everything depends on God and nothing depends on you.



(3)  The grace of God rules in our life when we make the word of God the number one priority in our life.  This means that learning and executing the word of God becomes more important than anything else in life.


(4)  The grace of God rules in our life by our grace orientation toward others and our use of impersonal love in dealing with people.



(5)  The grace of God rules in the life of the advancing believer by passing the momentum tests of: people testing, thought testing, system testing, and disaster testing.



(6)  The grace of God rules in the life of the mature believer by complete glorification of the grace of God in all facets of the spiritual life.

3.  “by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

a.  Grace rules in the spiritual life of the positive believer by means of the imputed righteousness of God.

b.  The righteousness of God given to us at salvation does not just sit in us like a lump on a pickle and do nothing.  It functions; it acts; it motivates; it demands the execution of the spiritual life.

c.  Righteousness demands righteousness, and the imputed righteousness of God in us demands that we execute the spiritual life of grace, which has been given to us.


d.  The reason the righteousness of God demands that we live the life of grace given to us by God is because He has given us eternal life and we will live this life of grace forever with Him.  Therefore, the righteousness of God demands that we get started on that eternal life of grace right now in time, while in a human body on earth.


e.  This spiritual life of grace came to us through Jesus Christ our Lord, since He tested and proved the validity of the prototype spiritual life.  We have the operational type spiritual life.


f.  God provides everything for the humanity of Christ, just as He does for us.  Our Lord lived a spiritual life of grace based upon the perfect righteousness of His humanity.

g.  Now we have the same spiritual life based upon the righteousness of God and eternal life given to us, so that we can live the same life of grace as our Lord.


h.  The grace of God rules in our spiritual life by means of the imputed righteousness God has given to us.  This means that God will always be gracious to us because we have His righteousness.


i.  The grace of God rules in our spiritual life because of eternal life.  This means that God will always be gracious to us because we have His very own eternal life.


j.  The grace of God rules in our spiritual life through our Lord Jesus Christ.  This means that God will always be gracious to us because we not only have the same spiritual life of Christ, but also because we are indwelt with Christ as royal family of God.
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