Romans 3:19



- is the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  An important function of DE is to shift the reader off the main event line (for background information or parenthetical material) and then back to it.  As such, it can be rendered “now.” (Young, Richard A., Intermediate New Testament Greek, A Linguistic and Exegetic Approach, p. 183, Broadman & Holman, 1994.)  With this we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “we know, recognize, understand” as having come to a perception or realization of something.

The perfect tense is a perfect of present state and conveys the idea of a present state of affairs with no antecedent action.  (For example Jn 8:52, “Now we know [] that you have a demon.”)

The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity, and translated “that.”
“Now we recognize that”

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural correlative adjective HOSOS, used absolutely as a substantive, meaning “everything, all that, whatever things.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, “to say.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues into the present.

The active voice indicates that the Mosaic Law produces the action of saying something to mankind in every generation.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the Mosaic Laws says something to each generation.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “to those.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, “used to express the idea that someone is under the power, authority of someone else: be in the power of the evil one 1 Jn 5:19; those who are subject to the law Rom 3:19.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “it speaks.”

The present tense is a historical present, which is used to highlight the opening of a new scene, and is especially used of verbs of speaking.

The active voice indicates that the Mosaic Law produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“whatever things the Law says it speaks to those under the authority of the Law,”
- is the conjunction HINA, used to indicate a blending of purpose and result and translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “every” and the noun STOMA, meaning “mouth.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PHRASSW, which is used figuratively meaning “to close or stop the mouth, so that the man must remain silent.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.

The passive voice indicates that the mouth of every person receives the action of being stopped or closed.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the purpose of the action of the main verb.

“that every mouth will be closed”
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HUPODIKOS, meaning “liable to judgment or punishment, answerable, or accountable.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning indicating that the entire world produces the action of being accountable to God.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate the purpose of the action of the main verb.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every, entire, whole” and the article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the whole world.”  Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”
“and the whole world will become accountable to God.”
Rom 3:19 corrected translation
“Now we recognize that whatever things the Law says, it speaks to those under the authority of the Law, that every mouth will be closed and the whole world will become accountable to God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now we recognize that it speaks to those under the authority of the Law,”

a.  Paul digressed from his subject between verses 5-18.  The word DE in the Greek indicates that he has now come back to the subject he began in verses 1-4. “Therefore, what is the advantage to the Jew?  Or what is the benefit of circumcision?  Much in every way.  For example, in the first place because they were entrusted with the teachings from God.  What, then, is the situation?  If certain ones refuse to believe and they do, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?  Emphatically not!  Rather God must be proved truthful, but every man a liar, just as it stands written, ‘In order that You might be vindicated by means of your doctrines and might be victorious while you are being slandered.’”

b.  The word “it” in our verse corresponds to the word “it” in verse 4.  The subject of both is the word of God as found in the Mosaic Law.

c.  Paul as a Christian speaks on behalf of all Christians in learning, knowing, understanding, and finally recognizing that the Mosaic Law was addressed to the Jews.  It was the authority for the Jews.  The Jews recognized its authority, and here Paul as a Christian recognizes that the Jew recognized that he was under the authority of the Mosaic Law.


d.  The Mosaic Law commanded the Jew to be circumcised.  It never demanded a Gentile to be circumcised.  The Jew was under the authority of the Mosaic Law to offer all the animal sacrifices described therein.  The Gentile had no such requirement.

e.  However, there were parts of the Mosaic Law that did in fact speak to all Gentiles as well as Jews, such as the Laws of Divine Establishment, the Ten Commandments or freedom code for the human race.

f.  God’s promise that He would bless those who blessed Israel and curse those who cursed Israel was given to the entire human race as a blessing for the Jew and as a warning to the Gentile.


g.  Most importantly the revelation of Jesus Christ as the God of Israel and Savior of the world is given in the Mosaic Law that every member of the human race might understand that salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.

2.  “that every mouth will be closed”

a.  Because of this primary purpose of the Mosaic Law to reveal Jesus Christ as the God of Israel and savior of the world, we have a blending of God’s purpose and the result of the Mosaic Law on the human race--every mouth will be closed.

b.  This refers to every Jew and every Gentile, that is, every member of the human race.


c.  No member of the human race will ever answer back to God regarding the fact they had no need for a savior.  Everyone will recognize their total depravity, sinfulness, and evil faced with the perfect righteousness of God.


d.  This does not refer to the present or at any time during human history, but to the eternal state.  Unbelievers are opening their mouth in ridicule of Jesus Christ and the Father’s eternal plan of salvation every day and will continue to do so until the Last Judgment.


e.  But at the Last Judgment every mouth will be closed.  Believers will have nothing to say because they have already recognized their need of salvation and have said the only thing they could say, “Father I believe in Christ.”  Unbelievers will have nothing to say because they will be face-to-face with Jesus Christ as the One who went to the cross and died spiritually for them and they refused to believe throughout their life and are no longer in denial about it.

f.  The unbeliever will be face-to-face with the cold, hard facts that they hated God, rejected, God, ignored God, and cared nothing about His love for them.  This will be a dynamic reality to them at the Last Judgment, which they cannot and will not deny.


g.  It is God the Father’s purpose that every creature that has rejected God’s love for Him recognize that fact and have to live with the consequences of it forever.  He is not willing that any should perish, but creatures do so because of their own free will.


h.  The result is that God’s love for the unbeliever and the unbeliever’s rejection of God’s love will be a reality to the unbeliever at the Last Judgment and he will have nothing to say in his own defense.  All disagreement with God will end forever.

3.  “and the whole world will become accountable to God.”

a.  Another purpose and result of human history is that all of God’s creatures (here a reference to His human creatures) will become accountable to Him.

b.  This happens in stages in human history.  Each stage corresponds to a resurrection of a segment of the human race.


(1)  The first segment of the human race to become accountable to God is the royal family of God—all Church Age believers.  We are resurrected first prior to the Tribulation and become accountable to God at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne of Christ.



(2)  The second segment of the human race to become accountable to God is the Tribulational martyrs and Old Testament believers.  They are resurrected at the Second Advent of Christ and go into the millennium in resurrection bodies.


(3)  The third and final segment of the human race to become accountable to God is all believers of the millennial reign of Christ and all unbelievers of human history, who are resurrected for the Last Judgment.  The believers are given their resurrection bodies and go into the eternal state, while all unbelievers are judged and cast into the eternal lake of fire.


c.  The whole world of mankind will become accountable to God.  Believers will account for their faith in Christ by receiving a resurrection body and living under the love of God forever.  Unbelievers will account for their rejection of the love of God and receive a resurrection body to live under the justice of God forever.


d.  No matter what we do in history, every member of the human race will be accountable to the love, righteousness, and justice of God.
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