Romans 3:1



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and introduces a conclusion from what has previously been said.  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS (with the accent), meaning “what.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and adjective PERISSOS, used as a substantive and meaning “the advantage.”  The predicate nominative in the word TIS and the nominative subject in the word PERISSOS imply the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and adjective IOUDAIOS, used as a substantive and meaning “to the Jew.”
“Therefore, what [is] the advantage to the Jew?”

 - is the correlative conjunctive particle Ē, meaning “or” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun WPHELEIA, which means “use, gain, advantage, benefit.”
  Again we have the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is],” implied by ellipsis.  Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PERITOMĒ, which means “of circumcision.”
“Or what [is] the benefit of circumcision?”
Rom 3:1 corrected translation
“Therefore, what [is] the advantage to the Jew?  Or what [is] the benefit of circumcision?”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, what [is] the advantage to the Jew?”

a.  Paul has just made it seem like the Gentile unbeliever has all the advantage in the history of the human race, but such is not the case.

b.  Therefore, Paul comes to a conclusion and introduces a new development of his thought.  He does this by asking a thought provoking question.  What is the advantage of being a Jew?

c.  Paul starts to answer this question in the next verse by mentioning the fact that they have the advantage of being the custodians of the written word of God.  But then he digresses and does not really answer this question until Rom 9:4-5, “who are Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the temple service and the promises, whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.”


d.  The Jew had the privilege of having the revelation from God about the person and work of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ.


e.  They were entrusted with the rituals that taught about our Lord and His work of salvation.


f.  They were appointed to take this message of eternal salvation to the rest of the world.


g.  They were chosen by God as His people, His representatives to mankind on earth.


h.  God made promises to them that He made to no other group of people.  These promises are called the unconditional covenants to Israel.


i.  The Savior of the world would be born as a Jew and live amongst the Jews.  He would teach them and provide tremendous blessing by association with them.


j.  The Son of God will return to earth to deliver the Jew from the antagonism and hatred of the world and the ruler of this world at the Second Advent.
2.  “Or what [is] the benefit of circumcision?”

a.  But before we (or the recipients of this epistle) get too far from Paul’s thinking, he brings us back by qualifying what he means by this question.

b.  Paul focuses our attention on one aspect of being a Jew.  What is the advantage or benefit to the Jew of being circumcised?

c.  On the surface, it would appear that there is no benefit to circumcision.  This is certainly what every Gentile thought and laughed at the thought of taking a knife to their foreskin.

d.  However, there was a benefit to circumcision and it was not physical or medical.


e.  The benefit of circumcision was the system of thinking that it represented.


f.  Abraham was circumcised as a mature believer.  Therefore circumcision represented the fact that the person was a believer in Christ and was advancing to spiritual maturity.


g.  In other words, the word of God was more important to this person than anything else.


h.  The benefit of circumcision was a system of right thinking, right priorities, and right values that made relationship with God more important than anything else in life.


i.  Circumcision represented a believer’s personal love for God and willingness to obey Him in all things.


j.  Circumcision was a reminder to the Jewish male of the importance of the word of God and the will of God, and his obligation to both.


k.  Every time the Jew urinated, he had a physical reminder of the importance of Bible doctrine, the importance of personal love for God, the importance of the spiritual life, the importance of the grace of God and provision of God, and the importance of his obligation to demonstrate God’s love for him to others (“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”)


l.  Therefore the benefit of circumcision was the daily reminder of the entire purpose for that believer’s existence in relation to God and His plan.


m.  The Gentile laughed and scoffed at circumcision, while the Jewish man in spiritual maturity took great pride in his spiritual heritage and spiritual life, not the fact that he was a physical Jew.

n.  This distortion of this doctrine came with the arrogance of those Jews who thought that they were great spiritually because they were circumcised.  Circumcision never made anyone great spiritually, not even Abraham.  But circumcision was the sign of spiritual greatness in Abraham and the sign of the availability of spiritual greatness to any person who followed Abraham in his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and willingness to obey His will in all things.
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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