Romans 2:19




- is the postpositive enclitic particle TE, which, used alone, means “and,” connecting clauses and thereby indicating a close relationship between them.  With this we have the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb PEITHW, which means “be convinced, be sure, certain followed by the accusative and infinitive construction.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the legalistic believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what the legalistic believer thinks about himself.

This is followed by the accusative of general reference from the second person masculine singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, meaning “yourself” with the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action as a present state or condition without reference to its progress or result.


The active voice indicates that the situation is what it is.  The legalistic believer believes himself to be a guide to others who are blind to the truth.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the predicate accusative from the masculine singular noun HODĒGOS, which means “a leader, a guide.”  With this we have the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural adjective TUPHLOS, meaning “for the blind.”  The genitive of advantage indicates the arrogant attitude of the legalistic believer regarding how much he is doing for others.
“and you have convinced yourself that you are a guide for the blind,”
 - is the appositional accusative from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “a light.”  With this we have the genitive of advantage from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “for those.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun SKOTOS, meaning “in darkness.”  This is used for those living in the cosmic system.

“a light for those in darkness,”
Rom 2:19 corrected translation
“and you have convinced yourself that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those in darkness,”
Explanation:
1.  “and you have convinced yourself that you are a guide for the blind,”

a.  Another major characteristic of the legalistic believer is delusion.


b.  They convince themselves that they are the only ones who know the truth.


c.  Therefore, being the only ones with the truth, they are the only ones qualified to lead and help others.


d.  They have to talk themselves into this over a period of time.  It does not come quickly or easily.  It takes a while for arrogance to overcome humility, but eventually it is successful and they are able to convince themselves.


e.  Once they get to a state of blind arrogance, they are convinced that they are able to lead others who are blind.  Our Lord used this condition of blind arrogance in His teaching.



(1)  Matt 15:1-14.



(2)  Matt 23:16-26.



(3)  Jn 9:39-41, “And Jesus said, ‘For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see [unbelievers positive at God consciousness] may see [believe in Christ], and that those who see [arrogant rejection of God] may become blind [blackout of the soul].’  Those of the Pharisees who were with Him heard these things and said to Him, ‘We are not blind too, are we?’ [You can’t include us with the Gentile unbelievers because we have the Mosaic Law.]  Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind [recognition of the need for salvation], you would have no sin [blind arrogance]; but since you say, “We see,” your sin [blind arrogance] remains.’”

f.  Just as there was blind arrogance by the Pharisees in our Lord’s day, so this blind arrogance carried on into the Church Age with legalistic believers in Paul’s day.


g.  Arrogant believers think they know it all and are not the least bit hesitant about explaining it all to you.


h.  Blind arrogance is preoccupied with self and preoccupied with telling others how to live their life.


i.  Blind arrogance seeks to control others, manipulate others, and have others follow their lead.

2.  “a light for those in darkness,”

a.  The self-righteous, arrogant legalist thinks they are the only ones to whom God has revealed anything.


b.  They believe that God has kept His will hidden from everyone else and only they have the light of the word of God.


c.  The word of God is an open book for everyone to read and understand.  God has provided a teacher to help believers learn how to read and understand His book in the form of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


d.  The ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher combine to bring light to believers in darkness.  The ministry of the Holy Spirit and the evangelism of believers combine to bring the light of the gospel to those who are unbelievers.


e.  Legalistic believers in self-righteous arrogance are listening neither to the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit nor to the teaching ministry of a pastor-teacher.  They are a law unto themselves and think they know as much or more than any pastor.  They are a light to the pastor in darkness.


f.  This passage describes the great sin and attitude of self-righteous arrogance.

Doctrine of Self-Righteous Arrogance
1.  Introduction.


a.  Self‑righteousness means to be righteous in one’s own esteem; in fact, to be Pharisaical.  Our Lord condemned self‑righteousness in His great dissertation of Matt 23:13, which begins:  “Woe unto you, scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites.”

b.  Self‑righteousness is generally associated with arrogance.  It is the arrogant reliance on one’s own assumed, inconsistent, and hypocritical righteousness.


c.  Self‑righteousness is the arrogant conviction that one’s own righteousness is superior to that of all others.  It is the conclusion that one’s own righteousness is so great that intolerance of all others becomes the modus operandi of blind arrogance.


d.  The writer Edison Marshall once said, “All the self‑righteous cruelty of a woman whose happiness has been given up for others.”  This is heard today as “after all I’ve done for you.”

e.  Self‑righteousness arrogance is defined as divorcement from reality; it is the logical progression from preoccupation with self.  It always produces a system of fantasizing, of bolstering self at the expense of others.


f.  There are seven categories of self‑righteous arrogance.



(1)  The arrogance of legalism.



(2)  Personality arrogance.



(3)  The arrogance of morality.



(4)  Authority arrogance.



(5)  Crusader arrogance and Christian activism.



(6)  The arrogance of Christian service.



(7)  Transference arrogance


g.  Arrogant self‑righteousness is the motivational arrogance, which manifests itself in these seven categories, all of which comprise another step in the drive toward unreality.  By the seventh category, the person is locked into arrogance, explaining why believers can become mentally ill.  If a believer divorces himself from Bible doctrine, he divorces himself from reality, and the drive toward unreality results in becoming mentally ill.

2.  Arrogance of Legalism.


a.  From self‑righteousness originates the arrogance of legalism, taught in Galatians and in six chapters of Romans.


b.  The arrogance of legalism is the vanity of the unique experience and erroneous emphasis on human achievement.


c.  It begins with believers not understanding the uniqueness of the Church Age, their portfolio of invisible assets, their escrow blessings, the divine decrees, equal privilege and equal opportunity in the plan of God, their union with Christ producing a royal family of God and a new species, the spiritual life, the indwelling of the Trinity, and the great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union and how it is perpetuated into the Church Age.


d.  Failing to understand these things, they go back to the Mosaic Law.  The Mosaic Law has three elements:  the laws of divine establishment, which explain freedom, privacy, property, and life; ritual explaining the Gospel; and ritual explaining the modus operandi of the faith‑rest drill.  Such believers go back to the Old Testament in order to use the morality of Israel as the Christian way of life.


e.  The morality of Israel was for both believers and unbelievers. However, the Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life and demands a supernatural means of execution.


f.  Self‑righteous arrogance includes any form of legalism.  It has three general categories.



(1)  Salvation by works or human achievement; adding to faith for eternal life.  But the Scripture makes clear that only faith is required for salvation.  Yet people are not satisfied with the work of Jesus Christ on the cross and want to add their works to it.  However, salvation was finished on the cross.  It is blasphemous and legalistic to try to add some system of works to the efficacious, unlimited atonement work of Christ on the cross.



(2)  Spirituality by works, in which people observe certain taboos and call it spirituality.



(3)  Blessings from God on the basis of works, human achievement, self‑sacrifice, morality, giving, conforming to a church program, or participating in some ritual.




(a)  The legalist has no understanding of the holiness of God, made up of divine justice and divine righteousness.  God imputes His own perfect righteousness to us at salvation for justification so that we can become the objects of God’s personal love, and so that God can bless the perfect righteousness in us with logistical grace blessings.



(b)  God found a way to bless us without compromising His character.  God doesn’t bless you because of anything you do, but because you have His perfect righteousness.


g.  This can also be classified as blind arrogance, in which the vanity of being divorced from the realities of Bible doctrine leads to the erroneous conclusion that the believer is victorious, mature, or great because of some unique experience, some sacrificial modus vivendi, or some system of human works.  Blind arrogance concludes that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of how you function, rather than on the basis of logistical grace.


h.  Self‑righteous arrogance is the motivation, while legalism is the function, which comes from that motivation.


i.  Legalism may be defined as the pomposity of the energy of the flesh, the blasphemy of Christian works being substituted for the divine provision of grace, the insolence of replacing our invisible assets with the conceit of pretensions from human ability.


j.  The irrationality of legalism is the same as the arrogance of morality.  When there is any malfunction of this self‑righteous arrogance, the individual is always shocked.  When the legalist is shocked, he makes the conceited conclusion that Bible doctrine doesn’t work; that “the plan of God has failed because I have failed.”

k.  Self‑righteous arrogance correlated with the arrogance of legalism concludes that the plan of God succeeds or fails on the basis of human works, rather than concluding the truth, which is that the plan of God succeeds on the basis of what He does in grace, working on our behalf.


l.  Therefore, legalism establishes false standards and measures spiritual success on the basis of complying with these false standards.


m.  Legalism has two blasphemous functions.



(1)  Salvation through keeping the Law is answered in Gal 1‑3 and Rom 3:20-28.



(2)  Spirituality through keeping the Law is answered in Gal 4‑6 and Rom 7‑8.


n.  Self‑righteous arrogance seeks to impose its standards on others, judging them for not complying.

3.  Personality Arrogance.


a.  From the arrogance of legalism comes a change in personality, called personality arrogance.


b.  Self‑righteous arrogance seeks to dominate people, policy, and authority in its periphery.  Self‑righteous arrogance establishes false standards and then seeks to impose those standards on other people.


c.  Therefore, self‑righteous arrogance produces a domineering personality and a bully, a person who assumes that he is never wrong in human interaction, a person who often claims sinless perfection.  Yet 1 Jn 1:8 says that anyone who “assumes he no longer sins is a liar and doctrine is not in him.”

d.  The result is the blind leading the blind, or personality arrogance motivated by self‑righteousness rejecting human privacy, forcing erroneous standards on others in the name of Christianity.  People have a right to make their own mistakes before the Lord.  Correction comes either through the teaching of Bible doctrine or divine discipline.


e.  Personality arrogance is irrational and never satisfied until everyone in his periphery is a puppet on a string dancing to his tune, using his standards, and fulfilling the principle of the blind leading the blind.  Anyone who succumbs to personality arrogance and legalism falls into the worst possible ditch.  As a result, the world at large concludes an erroneous concept of Christianity.

f.  Personality arrogance attacks the teaching of Bible doctrine at two points:  its subject matter, and its communicator.


g.  Personality arrogance is the superimposition of personal and false opinions over the principles of God’s Word.  If the pastor does not agree with their false concepts, personality arrogance attacks the pastor, seeking to discredit him and his ministry.  In this way, personality arrogance is seen in a Christian seeking to destroy true Bible doctrine.


h.  Personality arrogance is the manifestation of a fragmented, flawed life.  When there is a fragmented life, some people gravitate to the self-righteous personality; others gravitate to the lascivious personality.  Prolonged involvement in the cosmic system means possession of the tragic flaw.  No genius, no talent, no ability, no success, and no prosperity can erase the tragic flaw.


i.  So personality arrogance is where one uses his personality to dominate a cell of weak people within a system in order to be antagonistic toward the policy and leadership of that group.  This does not mean every dominant personality is arrogant.  But dominating personalities in a local church or in any organization must beware of setting up their personal and too often erroneous opinions against the authority of doctrine, of the local church, or against any other legitimate authority, policy or organization.

 
j.  Personality arrogance finds the acceptable, dominating, or pleasing personality setting false spiritual standards for a group, rather than allowing Bible doctrine to do so.  Therefore, this type or arrogance amalgamates with conspiracy arrogance.

4.  Arrogance of Morality.


a.  Legalism, personality arrogance, and the arrogance of morality all go together.  There are two categories of morality found in the Bible.



(1)  True morality is based on the laws of divine establishment as delineated in the Mosaic Law and in Romans.  True morality is designed for both believer and unbeliever.  It is related to responsibility to government, society, and the authorities delegated by God under the laws of divine establishment.  Genuine morality includes respect for privacy, freedom, property, and life.



(2)  Pseudo morality is used by apostate Christians as a substitute for the Christian way of life.  It is used by believers involved in the cosmic system and the stages of reversionism.  Their morality is distorted into a system of evil, from which comes cruelty.


b.  True morality is designed for both believer and unbeliever as the guardian of human freedom, the protector of privacy, property, and life, and the basis for providing both evangelism and the right to hear Bible doctrine taught.


c.  True morality is the basis for the function of the four divine institutions.  A divine institution is for all people, believers and unbelievers.  The first two divine institutions existed in the garden:  volition and marriage.  But both malfunctioned even in the perfection of the garden.  So if they malfunctioned in perfect environment, they will certainly malfunction now in a less than perfect environment.


d.  Morality is conformity to the laws of divine establishment, including its authority, its ethics, its motivation, its character, conduct, honor, and integrity.  It is conformity to all four divine institutions.


e.  Arrogant self‑righteousness distorts human morality into a system of works in opposition to the protocol plan of God.  Salvation by morality, spirituality by morality, and blessing from God by morality are the three tenets of this blasphemy.


f.  But salvation is not by morality, legalism, or any system of self‑sacrifice.



(1)  Eph 2:8‑9, “For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast.”


(2)  Tit 3:5, “He saved us, not on the basis of works which we have done in righteousness [self-righteousness], but according to His mercy by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.”


(3)  Rom 3:20, “Because by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified in His sight, for through the law is the knowledge of sin.”


(4)  Rom 3:28, “We maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from the works of the law.”


(5)  Gal 2:16, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no person shall be justified.”


(6)  Gal 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer I who lives, but Christ lives in me, and the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and delivered Himself up on my behalf [for me].”

g.  The plan of God for the Church Age produces something higher than morality through residence, function, and momentum in the spiritual life.  It produces virtue and the problem-solving devices.


h.  Morality is for believer and unbeliever, but morality is not the Christian way of life.  Something higher is produced through the grace policy of God and the availability of divine power:  virtue.


i.  Morality is the function of the human race living under the laws of divine establishment.  Virtue is the function of the believer who, under the filling of the Spirit, has advanced to spiritual adulthood.  Virtue and grace orientation must be added to morality to avoid arrogance and the fragmentation of your life.


j.  The key to virtue is the enabling power of the Holy Spirit and momentum from metabolized doctrine.


k.  Christianity does not reject morality but produces something higher than morality:  the virtue of the spiritual life.


(1)  Personal love for God is the beginning of sharing the happiness of God.  Impersonal love toward all mankind is the continuation of sharing the happiness of God.



(2)  These two combine to produce virtue-love and a happiness strong enough to face the momentum tests of life, so that one reaches spiritual maturity, where virtue-love continues to be used as the great problem-solving device, and +H reaches a fantastic peak.  This is the virtue in the Christian way of life, which is infinitely superior to morality.


l.  The virtue of the Christian way of life is two‑fold:  motivational virtue of personal love for God, and functional virtue of impersonal love for all mankind.  This virtue-love is infinitely superior to any form of morality since it comes through the filling of the Spirit and consistent function under the three R’s:  reception, retention, and recall of Bible doctrine.


m.  Anything the unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life.  Unbelievers can have the most fantastic morality and humility from the laws of divine establishment.  The unbeliever can be very moral, but he is not a born‑again Christian and so is not living the Christian way of life.


n.  However, unbelievers can also have morality arrogance when the unbeliever substitutes in pride a personal and false standard of morality for the true standard of divine establishment morality.  For example, unbeliever morality arrogance is illustrated by the individual, who, on the basis of false standards of morality, refuses to sign up for the draft, or refuses military service when his country is at war.


o.  Morality arrogance is the ignorant and self‑righteous believer substituting human morality for virtue‑love produced by the ministry of God the Holy Spirit and consistent cognition of Bible doctrine.  Furthermore, morality arrogance has pseudo happiness, whereas virtue has perfect divine happiness.  


p.  It takes a lot of ignorance of the Word of God and a lot of arrogance from self‑righteousness to substitute human merit and morality for divine virtue.


q.  Arrogance from the cosmic system robs morality of its true divine purpose and substitutes self‑righteousness.


r.  Self‑righteousness combines with arrogance to establish false standards of morality.  Self‑righteous arrogance superimposes those false standards on others.

 
s.  The arrogance of morality assigns functions and purposes to morality, which God never intended in the invention of morality for the human race, to include salvation by works, spirituality by works, and blessings from God by works.


t.  Morality has limitations, which are completely ignored by arrogance.  Morality cannot provide salvation, but the arrogant seek salvation through morality and works.  Morality is not spirituality, but arrogance alleges so.  The morality of establishment cannot compare with the virtue of the spiritual life.  Morality relates to freedom; the spiritual life relates to that which is greater than freedom:  the Christian way of life, the foundation for all systems of freedom in life.


u.  Morality is not the means of establishment function in the client nation, but the result of it.  Therefore, morality is everything from paying taxes to serving in the military, respect for law and law enforcement agencies, recognition of the privacy of others, respect for freedom, and recognition of the sacredness of the property and lives of others.  Morality demands that the believer and unbeliever be law‑abiding citizens and patriotic, dedicated to the principle of freedom plus the authority necessary to protect that freedom; willing to join the military, pay taxes, and do jury duty.


v.  As believers we have a tremendous responsibility.  There is no greater system for serving God and country than in our advance to maturity.  The USA needs most of all a pivot or core of mature believers.  The issue is pivotism versus activism.  Pivotism means believers advancing to maturity, forming the pivot or core of positive volition to the Word of God.  Activism means believers in the cosmic system, demonized, practicing some form of civil disobedience.  Freedom in the client nation should be used for self‑determination toward the plan of God, not in protests.


w.  This anticipates crusader arrogance.  Crusader arrogance is immoral when it rejects the freedom of others, intrudes on the privacy of mankind, and rejects the right of the individual to believe in Christ and to be evangelized apart from false doctrine.


x.  Morality is related to freedom:  freedom to believe in Christ, freedom to learn Bible doctrine, freedom to grow in grace, or freedom to reject Christ and to reject learning Bible doctrine.


y.  Arrogance and demon influence distort morality into a system of works related to arrogance rather than truth.  One must decide between arrogance and truth.  This conflict preceded the creation of man, for the same issue was in the prehistoric angelic conflict.


z.  Arrogance and demon influence of the cosmic system therefore are the enemies of morality and Christianity as a way of life.  Arrogance from the cosmic system robs morality of its virtue and turns it into a system of degeneracy by substituting self‑righteousness, called moral degeneracy.  There are two antithetical systems of degeneracy:  moral and immoral.  Too often immorally degenerate unbelievers become morally degenerate believers because of self‑righteous morality without doctrine.  Both systems of degeneracy are equally devastating.  So morality is very vulnerable.  Just add arrogant self-righteousness and the virtue is gone from morality.  Immorality is a state of the soul, and sins are only the result of immorality, not the definition of it.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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