Romans 16:27



- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective MONOS, “to being the only entity in a class, to the only, alone; the only God 1 Tim 1:17; Jude 25; the only true God Jn 17:3; the only wise God Rom 16:27.”
  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective SOPHOS, meaning “wise” and the noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “through Jesus Christ.”

“to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,”

- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to Whom” and referring to God the Father, the author of the divine plan for human history.  Then we have the ellipsis of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is]” and left out for dramatic affect.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “the glory.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “for eternity,” which is an idiom meaning “forever.”  Finally, we have the transliteration of the Hebrew verb AMĒN, which means “I believe it” or “It is certain” and was used as a particle of exclamation to conclude a statement the writer believed to be the absolute truth.

“to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”

Rom 16:27 corrected translation
“to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”
Explanation:
1.  “to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ,”

a.  Paul’s entire doxology (verses 25-27) says, “Now to Him [Father] who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and proclamation about Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which has been concealed during the eternal ages [past history], but now [the mystery] is revealed through even the prophetic Scriptures by the command of the eternal God, having been made known to all the Gentiles for the purpose of obedience to doctrine, to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”


b.  God the Father is called here “the only wise God.”


c.  This is not just a reference to the omniscience of God, but to the application of that omniscience in all the God has done, is doing, and will do as a part of His perfect plan.


d.  The wisdom of God is the function of His sovereignty, omniscience, omnipotence, righteousness, justice, love, veracity, immutability, and grace expressed toward the believer.


e.  Paul spoke in a similar manner about God’s wisdom in 1 Cor 2:7, “but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined before the ages to our glory.”  God’s wisdom is contained in the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.


f.  This wisdom has been demonstrated through the person and work of Jesus Christ in the Father’s plan for the Incarnation.


g.  This wisdom has been demonstrated in our Lord’s glorification at the right hand of the Father.


h.  This wisdom has been demonstrated in the provision of our Lord’s spiritual life for every Church Age believer.

2.  “to Whom [is] the glory forever.  Amen.”

a.  Glory belongs to God.  He will be glorified both now and forever.  There is no doubt in Paul’s mind about this, and there should be none in ours either.


b.  The doctrine of Glory

The Doctrine of the Glory of God
A.  Definition.

1.  The glory of God refers to the sum total of His divine essence or to some part of divine essence.


2.  The Greek word DOXA means brightness, radiance, splendor, magnificence, fame, renown, honor, or glory.


3.  The Hebrew word KABOD means honor, glory, riches, nobility, splendor, and majesty.


4.  Glory always has the connotation of honor inherent in a person, distinction, greatness, renown, fame, nobility, or majesty.  In Rom 5:2, glory refers to the integrity of God.

B.  Glory is used for the attributes of God in total or in part. 

1.  There is a point at which we see God for the first time.  Dt 5:24, “Behold, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and His greatness.”  Glory refers to His integrity; greatness refers to His other attributes.


2.  You cannot see the greatness of God until you can see the glory of God.  Seeing the glory of God is seeing the love, integrity, and grace of God through Bible doctrine.


4.  The glory of God has many applications.



a.  Rom 3:23 says that to fall short of the glory of God is to fall short of His integrity.  God’s perfect righteousness rejects sin.



b.  Eph 1:17, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom even from the source of revelation by means of epignosis knowledge from Him.”   God’s glory is the source of the epignosis doctrine in our right lobes which causes reciprocal love for God.

C.  Other Uses of Glory. 


1.  Glory is used for the indwelling of Christ and its implications.  Col 1:27, “To whom God decreed to make known what is the wealth of the glory of the mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



a.  We have Jesus Christ indwelling us, as well as God’s perfect righteousness imputed to us.  



b.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is the guarantee of our escrow blessings from the justice of God the Father, since these blessings are deposited in Christ, the escrow officer.


2.  Glory is used to describe the maturity of the believer.  Mature believers form the basis for the recognition of God’s glory.  Eph 1:5‑6, “Having predesigned us with the result of the appointment of adult sons for Himself through Jesus Christ, according to the benevolent purpose of His will, resulting in the recognition of glory from the source of grace, from which He has pursued us with grace in the Beloved.”



a.  We recognize the glory of God through the perception of doctrine.



b.  The love and integrity of God pursue us in grace for the purpose of blessing us.


3.  The riches of maturity are from the glory of God.



a.  Eph 1:17‑18, “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom even from the source of revelation by means of knowledge from Him..., that the eyes of your right lobe may be enlightened, in order that you all may have a permanent knowledge, knowing what is the hope of His calling [maximum blessing], and what is the riches from the source of the glory, the inheritance of His saints.”



b.  Eph 3:16, “In order that He might give you according to the riches from His glory, to become strong by means of power through His Spirit with reference to the inner man.”



c.  Phil 4:19, “Now my God shall fill up the deficiency of all your needs according to the standard of His riches in glory by means of Christ Jesus.”


4.  The mature believer has received this glory, 1 Pet 1:7‑8, “that the testing of your doctrine, [which doctrine is] more valuable than gold which is passing away but is being tested by fire, might be found to result in commendation and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Whom, though having not seen, you love, and in Whom, though you do not see now but believe, you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy.”  Receiving glory is blessing from the integrity of God to the mature believer.


5.  Glory is used to describe the strategic victory of Christ in the angelic conflict.



a.  Heb 2:10, “To have led to glory many sons.”  God brings many sons to glory by judging our sins, so that, when we believe in Christ, we enter into a relationship with His glory.



b.  1 Tim 3:16, “Christ taken up into the place of glory” refers to the third heaven, the location of the glory of God.


6.  The royal family is called to eternal glory since Christ is seated in the place of glory.  The formation of the royal family comes under the phrase, “being called to eternal glory,” 1 Pet 5:10; 2 Pet 1:3.  This is the status of the royal family being called into eternal relationship with the integrity of God.


7.  The resurrection body is described in terms of glory, 1 Cor 15:43, “It is sown in a state of dishonor; it is raised in a state of glory.  It is sown in a state of weakness; it is raised in a state of power.”  Our resurrection body is raised in glory because we are in the status quo of everlasting life.  We will live forever in a state of glory.  In 2 Thes 2:14, “the attainment of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” refers to having a resurrection body exactly like His.


8.  The right woman is called the glory of the right man, 1 Cor 11:6, 7, 14‑15.  Her long hair is a glory to the woman.  Long hair on the male is dishonorable.


9.  Additional uses of glory in the Bible.



a.  For the wonders of the universe, 1 Cor 15:40‑41, “[There are] both celestial bodies and [there are] terrestrial bodies.  But on the one hand the glory of the celestial [is] one kind, but on the other hand the [glory] of the terrestrial [is] a different kind.  There is one kind of glory of the sun, and a different kind of glory of the moon, and a different kind of glory of the stars.  For star differs from star in glory.”



b.  For human glamour, 1 Pet 1:24, “For, ‘All flesh is as grass and all her glory as the flower of the grass; the grass dries up and the flower falls off’;”  Phil 3:19, “whose termination of life is destruction, whose god is his emotions, whose glory [fame] is by means of their dishonor, who keep thinking about earthly things [evil].”


10.  God is glorified and receives glory forever in the function of ultimate sanctification of all believers and the deliverance of the pleroma believer, 2 Tim 4:18, “The Lord Himself will deliver me from every evil deed, and will continue to preserve me for His heavenly kingdom, to Whom is the glory forever and ever. Amen.”
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