Romans 11:3



- is the vocative masculine singular from the noun KURIOS, which means “Lord.”  The vocative is used here in direct address to the Lord Jesus Christ, making this a very personal statement.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun PROPHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your prophets.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APOKTEINW, which means “to kill, to put to death.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish unbelievers produced this action.


The indicative mood is a statement of reality as far as Elijah is concerned.

“‘Lord, they have killed your prophets;”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun THUSIASTERION with the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your altars.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb KATASKAPTW, which means “to tear down.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish unbelievers produced this action.


The indicative mood is a statement of fact and reality as far as Elijah is concerned.

“they have torn down your altars;”
- is the contraction of the words KAI and EGW into the word KAGW, which means “and I.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HUPOLEIPW, which means “to leave remaining; passive: to be left (remaining).”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action into a single whole and regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that Elijah received the action.


The indicative mood is a statement of fact and reality as far as Elijah is concerned.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective MONOS, meaning “alone, only.”

“and I alone was left,”
 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek; to devote serious effort to realize one’s desire or objective, strive for, aim (at), try to obtain, desire, wish (for).”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the life of Elijah as he makes this statement.  This is also a progressive present for what is continuing at the time Elijah said this.


The active voice indicates that Ahab, Jezebel, and their unbeliever followers of Baal are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what Elijah thinks is happening.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my soul, life.”
“and they are seeking my life.’”
Rom 11:3 corrected translation
“‘Lord, they have killed your prophets; they have torn down your altars; and I alone was left, and they are seeking my life.’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘Lord, they have killed your prophets;”

a.  Paul continues with the key text from 1 Kg 19:10-14, where Elijah makes this statement twice.  He quotes from the Septuagint with a minor word order change.


b.  The background for this is the story of Jezebel, the daughter of the king of Sidon, who married Ahab, the king of the northern kingdom of Israel.  She talked him into getting rid of all the altars to the Lord, attempting to kill all of the communicators of doctrine, and establishing the worship of Baal in the place of the worship of the Lord.


c.  She was almost successful in her plan except for the intervention of a believer named Obadiah (who is not the same person as the man who wrote the Book of Obadiah).  1 Kg 18:3-4, “Ahab called Obadiah who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly; for when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water.)”



(1)  The fact that Jewish unbelievers, who were now worshipping Baal, had attempted to kill all the prophets, priests (communicators of doctrine) in Israel is mentioned by Elijah twice in 1 Kg 19:10, 14.



(2)  This is also confirmed by 2 Kg 9:7, “You shall strike the house of Ahab your master, that I may avenge the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel.”


d.  From 1 Kg 18:13 we know that Elijah knew that these prophets have been delivered, “Has it not been told to my master what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, that I hid a hundred prophets of the Lord by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water?”


e.  Therefore, Elijah’s statement in 1 Kg 19:10, 14 is a true statement (Ahab and Jezebel have killed the prophets of the Lord), but the implication is that Ahab and Jezebel have killed all the prophets (as we shall see from Elijah’s statement “and I alone am left”), and this is an exaggeration of the truth.


f.  Elijah knew prior to making this statement that the Jewish unbelievers had not been successful in killing all the communicators of doctrine in Israel.  There is no such thing as a tendential aorist tense, giving us the sense that Elijah is suggesting that Ahab and Jezebel simply “attempted to kill” the prophets of Israel.
2.  “they have torn down your altars;”

a.  This is a true statement.  The unbelievers who worshipped Baal were motivated by the priests of Baal under the authority of Ahab and Jezebel to destroy all the altars of worship to the Lord in the northern kingdom of Israel.


b.  However, the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem was still standing and the worship on that altar was still being performed without interruption.


c.  Destroying religious sites of worship does not destroy the worshipping of the Lord.


d.  Not only can God be worshipped in the soul, which does not need an altar, but anyone could build an altar to the Lord and worship Him, just as:



(1)  Noah did, Gen 8:20.



(2)  Abraham did, Gen 12:7, 8; 13:18.



(3)  Joshua did, Josh 8:30-31.



(4)  Gideon did, Jud 6:24.



(5)  Samuel did, 1 Sam 7:15.



(6)  Saul did, 1 Sam 14:35.



(7)  David did, 2 Sam 24:25.



(8)  Elijah did, 1 Kg 18:32.


e.  Here we see the inconsistency of Elijah under emotional control of the soul.  He built an altar to the Lord to demonstrate the power of God over the false god Baal.  Yet, he suggests to the Lord that no one else has the ability to do the same thing.


f.  Tearing down an altar or church or anything should never stop any believer from worshipping the Lord.  Elijah is just making excuses here.

3.  “and I alone was left,”

a.  This is definitely not true.  Elijah is out of touch with reality now.


b.  Obadiah was still around.


c.  The one hundred prophets of the Lord hidden in the caves are still around.


d.  And as we shall see, there is still a remnant of 7000 who have not worshipped Baal.


e.  The more afraid Elijah becomes, the more he loses touch with reality and distorts the truth.


f.  Emotional control of the soul causes us to exaggerate the situation and turn it into an unsolvable crisis.


g.  The Lord was still in complete control of this historical situation.  Elijah was in no danger.  There was still a great deal of positive volition in Israel.  Satan was never going to defeat the Lord.  There were still plenty of doctrinal teachers ready to come out of their place of safety, when the Lord had finished administering discipline to the unbelieving Jews in the northern kingdom causing this problem.


h.  No believer is ever alone.  As long as God is God, no believer is ever alone.


i.  Self-pity destroys our thinking and our relationship with the Lord.


j.  Self-pity is the sin of preoccupation with self.  It is a form of arrogance.  All arrogance destroys our relationship with the Lord.


k.  Even though Elijah had the help of the Lord and the presence of the Lord to comfort him, in his preoccupation with self he took no comfort in his relationship with the Lord nor in the Lord’s personal presence.

4.  “and they are seeking my life.’”

a.  Elijah added a final thought that sums up his whole problem.  He was afraid for his life.


b.  No believer should ever fear death.  Our Lord is victorious over death.


c.  Elijah did not know it yet, but he would not die during the dispensation of Israel.  In fact he will not die until the Tribulation.



(1)  2 Kg 2:11-12, “As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.  Elisha saw it and cried out, ‘My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ And he saw Elijah no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.”



(2)  He appears with Moses at the transfiguration of Christ, Lk 9:30.



(2)  Rev 11:3-12, “And I will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, wearing sackcloth.

11:4  These are the two olive trees [analogy with Joshua and Zerubbabel, Zech.4] also the two lampstands [Moses and Elijah] who are standing before the Lord of planet earth.  

11:5  Furthermore, if anyone desires to harm them, fire shoots out of their mouth and it destroys their enemies; also if anyone would desire to hurt them, in this manner they must be killed.

11:6  These [Moses and Elijah] have power to shut up the sky, so that rain may not fall during the days of their prophetic ministry, furthermore they have powers over the waters to turn them into blood, in fact to strike the land [Palestine] with every plague as often as they desire.  

11:7  Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast-monster [Abaddon] who comes up from the Abyss will make war against them; he will both overpower and kill them.
11:8  And their corpses will be displayed in the streets of the great city which is figuratively designated Sodom and Egypt, even where their Lord was crucified.

11:9  And they from the masses [people of Jerusalem] and tribes [Jews of Middle East] and languages and Gentile nations will view their dead bodies for three and a half days, furthermore they did not permit their dead bodies to be placed in a tomb.

11:10  And the inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them, they will both celebrate and exchange gifts because these two prophets had tormented the inhabitants of the earth.

11:11  And after three and a half days the breath of life from God entered into them, then they stood on their feet and great fear fell on those who were viewing them.

11:12  Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here”.  And so they went up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies observed them.”


d.  Elijah was out of fellowship with God.  He didn’t trust the Lord to protect him.  He thought that the power of Ahab and Jezebel was greater than the power of Jesus Christ.  His fear became blasphemy of God.


e.  Notice our Lord didn’t punish him, but kept on teaching him.



(1)  God had given the prophets of Baal into the hands of Elijah, so that Elijah slew them, 1 Kg 18:40.



(2)  God gave him the power to outrun Ahab, while Ahab was able to use his horse and chariot, from the top of Mount Carmel to Jezreel (about 40 miles).  Mount Carmel is as far north as the Sea of Galilee but due west almost to the Mediterranean Sea.  The city of Jezreel was southwest of the Sea of Galilee on the eastern side of the Valley of Esdraelon, where the final battle of the Armageddon War will be fought.  1 Kg 18:46.



(3)  Elijah was afraid of the threats of queen Jezebel, 1 Kg 19:2-3, “Then Jezebel sent a messenger [probably Obadiah] to Elijah, saying, ‘So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.’  And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.”



(4)  Elijah feels sorry for himself and asks to die.  But God will not permit him to die and instead gives him one meal that sustains him for 40 days, 1 Kg 19:4-8, “But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die, and said, ‘It is enough [I’ve had enough]; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.’  He lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold, there was an angel touching him, and he said to him, ‘Arise, eat.’  Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and lay down again.  [If he wanted to die, why was he eating and drinking?  He was inconsistent in his behavior.]  The angel of the Lord came again a second time and touched him and said, ‘Arise, eat, because the journey is too great for you.’ [The implication is that you are not staying here, but you have a journey for the Lord to go on.  The Lord was not done using him.]  So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.”



(5)  After hiding in a cave, and continuing to be afraid and feel sorry for himself, the Lord demonstrates His power to protect him and tries to get him to start thinking again by asking him twice what he was doing hiding in a cave.  1 Kg 19:9-14, “Then he came there to a cave and lodged there; and behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’  He said, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.’  [The sons of Israel weren’t seeking his life; they were afraid of Elijah after what he had done to the priests of Baal.  The only one seeking his life was Jezebel and Ahab under her influence.]  So He said, ‘Go forth and stand on the mountain before the Lord.’ And behold, the Lord was passing by! And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but  the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.  After the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle blowing.  When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’  [The power was in the word of God, in the ability to think, and not in the wind, earthquake, or fire.  Nothing could harm him physically as long as he was listening and proclaiming the word of God.]  Then he said, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.’”  In the arrogance of self-pity mixed with fear, Elijah still had not learned the lesson.



(6)  For his failure to learn the lesson, the Lord had Elijah appoint Elisha as his successor, 1 Kg 19:16.



(7)  But Lord continued to use Elijah several more times until he was taken up into heaven, 1 Kg 21:17-29; 2 Kg 1:3-4, 9-18
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