Romans 10:9



- is the use of HOTI as quotation marks.  Paul now quotes himself, introducing the message of faith which he and others proclaim.  Then we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “If and it may or may not happen.”  This is followed by the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to name, cite, acknowledge, or confess” as a witness in court.  Here it means to acknowledge.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which indicates the point at which the unbeliever produces the action of acknowledging that they believe in Christ.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of acknowledging, stating, confessing, testifying that they believe in Christ.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used with EAN to form the conditional clause and indicating that this action is available and attainable for any unbeliever at any time.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular noun STOMA with the possessive genitive of the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “by means of or with your mouth.”  This is followed by an object-complement double accusative.  This is a construction in which one accusative substantive is the direct object of the verb and the other accusative (either noun, adjective, participle, or infinitive) complements the object in that it predicates something about it. The complement may be substantival or adjectival.  This usage occurs only with certain kinds of verbs.  It is a common usage of the accusative.
  Here we have the accusative of secondary object from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “Lord” and referring to the deity of Christ.  Then we have the accusative of primary object from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Which is the object and which is the complement?  Since IĒSOUS is a proper name, it is the object (and KURION is the complement).  Literally this says “if you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus Lord.”  In English we add the word “as” to bring out the thought clearly to our minds.
“‘If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord,”

- is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is,” introducing an explanation of the previous statement.  This is also a focusing additive, introducing another thought into the discussion.  Then we have the second person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which indicates the point at which the unbeliever produces the action of believing that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit raised Him from the dead.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of acknowledging, stating, confessing, testifying that they believe in the resurrection of the humanity of Christ.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used with EAN to form the conditional clause and indicating that this action is available and attainable for any unbeliever at any time.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular noun KARDIA with the second person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun SU, meaning “in your heart.”  The heart is the area of the soul from which a person applies spiritual phenomena that they have understood and believed.  Then we have epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of mental activity, such as believing, to indicate the content of what is believed.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which presents a past historical fact in its entirety without reference to its beginning, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what actually happened.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a collective noun, meaning “from the dead.”

“that is, if you will believe in your right lobe that God has raised Him from the dead,”
 - is the second person singular future passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “you will be saved.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen under the given circumstances.


The passive voice indicates that the person who believes that God raised the humanity of Christ from the dead receives the action of having their soul saved from eternal separation from God by receiving a resurrection body and also being raised from the dead.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“you will be saved.”

Rom 10:9 corrected translation
“‘If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Explanation:
1.  “‘If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord,”

a.  This is a direct quote of Paul’s message of salvation through faith in Christ.  He is quoting himself to show what he and all those who evangelized with him proclaimed as the message of salvation.


b.  Paul’s message was a direct alternative presented to the volition of the Jewish and Gentile unbeliever to make a decision regarding the person of the humanity of Christ.


c.  Paul recognized the volitional issue of faith in Christ as the central and most critical issue of the angelic conflict.


d.  Faith in Christ must always be an option.  No one should ever be coerced or forced to believe in Christ.  Such coercion or force makes that faith null and void because volition was not involved.


e.  The word HOMOLOGEW, meaning “to acknowledge” is a technical legal term for the function of a lawyer in a court citing, naming, or referring to a previous court decision.  The previous court decision was the judgment of our personal sins in the humanity of Christ on the cross as a substitute for us.


f.  So the implication here is that the unbeliever understands that the deity of Christ came to earth as true humanity for the purpose of being judged as a substitute for us.


g.  The acknowledgment with the mouth is done to God the Father and to Him alone.  This does not say that the person must acknowledge their faith in Christ to another living human being in order to be saved.  If such were the case, then every single person who ever died alone while believing in Christ would be excluded from eternal salvation.  This would make God arbitrary and unfair, which is unthinkable and blasphemous.


h.  Therefore, acknowledgement with the mouth means that the person tells God the Father that they have believed in Christ.  It may or may not be audible to another human being.  The person can speak out loud or within their own soul without saying a word.  In both cases they are acknowledging their faith in Christ to God the Father and that is all that is required here. 

i.  Jesus refers to the humanity of Christ in hypostatic union during the First Advent and thereafter, since He is now at the right hand of the Father and is there as true humanity and eternal God united in one person forever.


j.   “What does Paul mean here by “Lord”?  Since the complement KURION precedes the object, it is possible that it is definite though anarthrous.  Thus, the confession would be that Jesus is the Lord, that is, Yahweh.  This is substantiated by the context: Since Paul is alluding to and even directly quoting the OT here, his thought is colored by it.  In verses 11 and 12, Christ is still clearly in view.  And in verse13 he again mentions KURIOS without indicating that a different Lord is in view.  Thus to confess that Jesus is the Lord is to confess that he is the Lord mentioned in verse 13.  This verse is a quotation of Joel 2:32, ‘And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be delivered; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, as the Lord has said, even among the survivors whom the Lord calls.’, in which ‘Lord’ is in reference to Yahweh.  Such an allusion is hardly accidental, but part of the Pauline soteriological confession.  For Paul, to confess that Jesus is Lord is to confess that he is Yahweh.”


k.  This then becomes a recognition that Jesus Christ is the God-man, both truly God and truly man in one person forever.  In other words, the unbeliever recognizes, believes, and acknowledges that the human person of Jesus Christ was truly God on earth.


l.  The unbeliever must believe in the deity of Christ as personified in the person of the true humanity of Jesus.


m.  The first thing the unbeliever must believe and therefore acknowledge in his own soul and with his mouth as the follow through of that belief is that Jesus Christ was truly a man, truly lived on earth, and was the advent of the Messiah, that is, God living among us as a man.


n.  This has been God’s promise from the beginning of human history, namely that, God would become a man and live among men in order to save man from his sinfulness.


o.  So the unbeliever has to believe that God has kept His word and has done so in the person of Jesus Christ.

2.  “that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead,”

a.  This is one of the essential conditions of eternal salvation.  A human being must believe that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit raised Jesus Christ from the dead.


b.  The resurrection of Christ is the central proof that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit accepted the salvation work of bearing our personal sins and being judged for them on the cross as efficacious (or effective) and as satisfying the perfect righteousness and justice of God.


c.  The ascension and session of Christ is the follow through on the resurrection of Christ.


d.  Eternal salvation is not based upon what you do, but upon what you believe.


e.  We must believe in Christ.  What does this include?



(1)  We must believe that Jesus Christ was truly God, who lived among us as a true human being and declare this to God the Father either verbally or mentally, Rom 10:9a.



(2)  We must believe that Jesus Christ bore our sins in His own human body on the cross and was judged as a substitute for us, 1 Cor 15:3.



(3)  We must believe that God raised the humanity of Christ from the dead, Rom 10:9b; 1 Cor 15:4.


f.  The importance of the resurrection of Christ and our belief in His resurrection is fully explained by Paul in 1 Cor 15:1-14, “Now I made known to you, brethren, the gospel which I myself proclaimed to you, which you also accepted, because of which you truly stand firm,”

15:2 “by means of which [gospel] you have indeed been saved, if you keep in your memory a certain message I proclaimed to you, and you do, unless you believed thoughtlessly.”

15:3 “For I related to you as the most important things that which I also received, that Christ died as a substitute for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,”

15:4 “and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,”
15:5 “and that He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.”

15:6 “Later He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, the majority of whom remain until now, but some have died.”

15:7 “Later He appeared to Jacob then to all the apostles.”

15:8 “But last of all, as though to a miscarriage, He appeared even to me.”

15:9 “For I am the least [most unimportant, most insignificant] of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”

15:10 “However, because of the grace of God I am what I am.  In fact His grace became the not without result (effect) in me kind.  But I worked even harder than all of them.  Yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”

15:11 “Therefore whether I or those [apostles], so we proclaimed and so you believed.”

15:12 “Now if Christ is proclaimed that He has been raised from the dead, and He is, how dare some among you say that there is no resurrection from the dead?”

15:13 “And if there is no resurrection from the dead, neither has Christ been raised.”

15:14 “And if Christ has not been raised, then as a result our proclamation [is] without any basis of truth, and your faith [is] in vain (without result, for no purpose).”
3.  “you will be saved.”

a.  If we believe that Jesus Christ was judged as a substitute for us and was raised from the dead by God, and we acknowledge this belief to God the Father, then God the Father will save us.


b.  This is the greatest divine promise in all of human history.


c.  This is the whole point of the angelic conflict.  Satan says that God will not keep His word and will never do this.  God promises from His love and integrity that He will do it.


d.  Every human being on earth must make the decision whether they believe God or believe Satan.  There is no in-between.  There is no partial truth.  There is no dodging the issue.  We all must face this truth and accept or reject it.  We have no choice and must face the issue.  We have a choice between the love of God and the rejection and negative volition of Satan.


e.  God gives His word that whosoever believes in Christ will be saved.  God cannot go back on His word.  He must and will keep this promise no matter what happens.  This is our eternal security.


f.  The future passive indicative of the verb SWIZW is our eternal guarantee in writing that God will keep His word.


g.  There is nothing written in this context or elsewhere that says there is anything we can do to lose our salvation.


h.  Even if we have forget that we have believed earlier in our life, God does not forget, and we are still saved.


i.  Even if we change our mind about having believed in Christ, we are still saved and God cannot and will not undo our eternal salvation.


j.  Salvation is the salvation of both the soul and the body in two phases.



(1)  Our soul is saved the moment we believe in Christ by the imputation of God’s perfect righteousness to the regenerated human spirit.



(2)  Our body is saved at our resurrection.
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