Romans 10:2



- is the explanatory or clarifying use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “I testify.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without any reference to its beginning, end, result, or progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of reference from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “with reference to, about, concerning them.”  This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “that” and indicates that the statement which follows indicates what Paul testifies about the Jews.

“For I testify about them that”

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun ZĒLOS, which means “zeal, active enthusiasm, ardent affection, keen interest, ardor.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “for God.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “they have.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present, which presents the action as a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the Jews produce the action of having a keen interest and active enthusiasm to have a relationship with God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“they have a zeal for God,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the negative OU, meaning “not” followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference “of the norm of similarity or homogeneity, meaning: according to, in accordance with, in conformity with, according to introduce the norm which governs something.  Often the norm is at the same time the reason, so that ‘in accordance with’ and ‘because of’ are merged.  Instead of ‘in accordance with’ KATA can mean simply because of, as a result of, on the basis of.”
  With the preposition we have the feminine singular noun EPIGNWSIS, meaning “full knowledge,” which refers to the full knowledge of Bible doctrine that has been metabolized in the soul.

“but not as a result of full-knowledge.”

Rom 10:2 corrected translation
“For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not as a result of full-knowledge.”
Explanation:
1.  “For I testify about them that”

a.  Paul gives a further explanation about why he desires the salvation of the Jews.  He desires their salvation because they have a zeal for God.


b.  Paul is testifying before the supreme court of heaven and before the entire world to read in this letter.


c.  Paul is qualified to testify because he is a Hebrew of the Hebrews.  He was a Pharisee.  He knew the Mosaic Law, and understood their motivation.


d.  Paul is not testifying about himself, since he is no longer a Jew, but a member of the royal family of God.  Therefore, he can only testify about what it is like for the unbelieving Jew.

2.  “they have a zeal for God,”

a.  The main characteristic of the Jew is their zeal for God.


b.  Zeal means an active enthusiasm for something.



(1)  The Jews loved their religion.  They enjoyed their rituals and ceremonies, even though the rituals became meaningless, they still enjoyed the rituals.



(2)  The Jews were active participants in observing their rituals, obeying the Laws, and doing what was expected of them.



(3)  They wanted to do the right thing and loved doing the right thing.  They just didn’t know what the right thing was to do (believe in Christ).



(4)  Observing the Sabbath was not a burden to the Jew.  They did it with enthusiasm and pleasure because they taught that it pleased God for them to do so.



(5)  Everything the Jew did was done out of the motivation of wanting to please God by doing whatever they were doing.



(6)  The Jews had to do something to please God, and as long as they were actively doing something that they thought pleased God, they were enthusiastic and happy.


c.  Zeal means an ardent affection for something or someone.



(1)  The Jews loved to serve God.  They would do anything to serve God.  They wanted very much to serve God and enjoyed serving God.



(2)  They loved discussing the Law, learning the Law, and observing the Law, because they believed that this gave them a better understanding of God and therefore a better relationship with Him.



(3)  The more they could understand God the better they could serve Him and prove their affection for Him.


d.  Zeal means a keen interest in something.



(1)  The Jews were keenly interested in the meaning of the Scriptures.



(2)  They analyzed the Scriptures to death.  So much so they got lost in the weeds and never saw the Lord Jesus Christ as their savior.



(3)  They were keenly interested in the rituals and all of their meanings, but never understood the meaning of the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.


e.  The Jews had a definite interest in God and affection for their religion, but they had no relationship to the person of Jesus Christ as their Messiah.

3.  “but not as a result of full [epignosis] knowledge.”

a.  The Jews only had an academic understanding of God, the Scriptures, and the meaning of their rituals.


b.  There was no reality in their rituals or reality in their understanding of Scripture because they had no personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Without this personal relationship with Christ, they could not receive the filling of the Holy Spirit, who then would teach them the full meaning of the rituals and Scripture.


d.  Therefore, they had gnosis type doctrine in their souls, but not epignosis type doctrine.  They had the superficial, academic understanding of God and His demands on them through the Mosaic Law, but they never had the full and complete understanding of who and what Jesus Christ was as the God of Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.


e.  The Jews were not taught by the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, they had a great zeal and desire for close relationship with God, but in reality had no relationship with God.


f.  The same thing is true of many people in Christian churches today.  They have a great zeal for their church, their religion, their rituals, and what the Bible says, but they do not have a real relationship with Jesus Christ because they have never had faith in Christ alone for eternal salvation.

4.  The uses of EPIGNWSIS in the New Testament.


a.  Rom 1:28 “And even as they refused to have God in [their] knowledge, God gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not fitting.”

b.  Rom 3:20 “because by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified in his sight; for through the law [comes] the knowledge of sin.”

c. Eph 1:17 “that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him;”

d.  Eph 4:13 “till we all attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a full grown man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:”
 
e.  Phil 1:9 “And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment;”


f.  Col 1:9-10 “For this cause we also, since the day we heard [it], do not cease to pray and make request for you, that ye may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, to walk worthily of the Lord unto all pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.”  


g.  Col 2:2 “that their hearts may be comforted, they being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, that they may know the mystery of God, [even] Christ,”

h.  Col 3:10 “and have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that created him:”

i.  1 Tim 2:4 “who would have all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth.”

j.  2 Tim 2:25 “in meekness correcting them that oppose themselves; if peradventure God may give them repentance unto the knowledge of the truth,”

j.  2 Tim 3:7 “ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”

k.  Tit 1:1 “Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,”

l.  Phile 1:6 “that the fellowship of thy faith may become effectual, in the knowledge of every good thing which is in you, unto Christ.”

m.  Heb 10:26 “For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more a sacrifice for sins,”

n.  2 Pet 1:2 “Grace to you and peace be multiplied in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord;”

o.  2 Pet 1:3 “seeing that his divine power hath granted unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that called us by his own glory and virtue;”

p.  2 Pet 1:8 “For if these things are yours and abound, they make you to be not idle nor unfruitful unto the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

q.  2 Pet 2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein and overcome, the last state is become worse with them than the first.”
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