Romans 1:9




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and further explaining Paul’s previous statement that he prays for the Romans.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun MARTUS, which means “a witness,” that is, someone who can testify that something is true.  With this we have the possessive genitive first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists—God will always be able to testify to the truthfulness of Paul’s statement here.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and refers to God the Father because of the phrase “His Son” which follows in the next clause.

“For God is my witness,”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “to Whom” and referring back to the subject, God, just mentioned in the previous clause.  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LATREUW, which means “to serve.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with my spirit,” referring to the human spirit of Paul.  Then we have another prepositional phrase composed of the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “in the sphere of the message, good news, or gospel.”  This is followed by the adverbial genitive of reference from the article and noun HUIOS with the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “concerning, about, or with reference to His Son.”
“Whom I continue to serve with my [human] spirit in the sphere of the message concerning His Son,”
 - is the adverb HWS, used as a coordinating conjunction “after verbs of knowing, saying, hearing, etc., being equivalent to the use of HOTI, translated, that.”
  Then we have the adverb of manner ADIAKEIPTWS, which means “constantly, unceasingly.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun MNEIA, which means “mention” of someone in prayers.  With this we have the objective genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you” and referring to the Roman believers.  Then we have the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to make, to do, accomplish, perform, etc.”

The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs at various intervals.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive or dynamic middle, which emphasizes the subject as producing the action.  It intensifies the fact that the subject did this.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“that I constantly make mention of you”
Rom 1:9 corrected translation
“For God is my witness, Whom I continue to serve with my [human] spirit in the sphere of the message concerning His Son, that I constantly make mention of you”
Explanation:
1.  “For God is my witness,”

a.  Paul continues his remarks with an explanation of his previous statement “I give thanks to my God concerning all of you.”

b.  God the Father is the subject of this sentence, just as God the Father was the object of Paul’s prayers in the previous statement.


c.  Paul calls God as a witness to the witness stand on his behalf.



(1)  The greatest witness any believer can ever have on his or her behalf is God.



(2)  God the Father will testify before all the fallen and elect angels that each Church Age believer has personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ for eternal salvation.



(3)  God the Father is absolute truth, and therefore, can do nothing but tell the truth.



(4)  Therefore, we can have no better witness before the angels or other men than the truthful testimony of God.


d.  Paul knew that what he was saying was absolutely true.  He knew that God the Father was the only other person who could testify on his behalf, since God the Father was the only other person to whom his prayers were addressed.


e.  Truth had to be established on the basis of the testimony of two witnesses.  The only two witnesses available in this case were Paul and God the Father.


f.  Therefore, this is Paul’s way of declaring that it was absolutely true that he prayed for the Romans.

2.  “Whom I continue to serve with my [human] spirit in the sphere of the message concerning His Son,”

a.  Paul breaks off his thought for a moment with an additional related thought.


b.  Paul served God the Father with his human spirit.  This service is characterized as having begun in the past (at the moment of salvation) and continuing throughout Paul’s spiritual life.



(1)  The Holy Spirit teaches our human spirit the word of God as a function of His teaching ministry.  The enabling power of the Holy Spirit teaches the human spirit of the believer the content of Bible doctrine communicated by the teaching of the Word of God.



(2)  Bible doctrine taught must first go to the human spirit rather than directly to the left lobe of the soul because, as taught in 1 Cor 2:14, “the natural man [unbeliever] cannot understand the things of the Spirit of God.  They are foolishness to him.  Neither can he know them because they are discerned by the Spirit.”



(a)  The “natural man” is called a PSUCHIKOS, meaning a soulish man.  He is dichotomous, having only a body and soul, but no human spirit.  At salvation, God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit making the believer trichotomous.




(b)  No spiritual phenomena can be understood apart from the Holy Spirit teaching the human spirit.




(c)  Since the unbeliever does not have a human spirit, and since the Gospel is spiritual phenomena, when the unbeliever hears the Gospel the Holy Spirit acts as a human spirit so that the unbeliever can understand the issue of salvation:  personal faith in Jesus Christ.




(d)  The unbeliever can understand a lot of things in his soul (PSUCHĒ), including the laws of divine establishment as found in the Bible.  But they cannot understand any spiritual phenomena.  Likewise, the believer out of fellowship cannot understand spiritual phenomena or Bible doctrine.




(e) The positive believer in fellowship can understand doctrine when the Holy Spirit teaches his human spirit.  (The human spirit never sleeps.)



(3)  So the pastor communicates the doctrine he has learned.  When the believer listens and believes while filled with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit puts that information into his human spirit so that he understands it as spiritual phenomena.  The teaching content of the sermon or Bible study can be converted into spiritual phenomena only by the Holy Spirit.  This is the grace factor in receptive comprehension.  All Bible doctrine goes to the human spirit before it goes to the pre-cortal frontal lobes of the soul.



(4)  The teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit takes LOGOS, or communicated doctrine, and transfers it to the PNEUMA, or human spirit, where it is understood as spiritual phenomena (PNEUMATIKOS).  The Holy Spirit makes the doctrine real when He teaches the human spirit.



(5)  When you believe the teaching, the Holy Spirit converts gnosis to epignosis.  This is the metabolization of doctrine or post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.



(6)  There are actually two great conversions in the process of learning doctrine.




(a)  LOGOS is converted into PNEUMATIKOS.




(b)  GNWSIS is converted into EPIGNWSIS and SOPHIA.



(7)  The Holy Spirit is called the PARAKLĒTOS in Jn 14:26, which means the energizer, helper, or enabler.  “For the PARAKLĒTE [Holy Spirit], whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your memory all that I have communicated to you.”



(a)  Inevitably, it is all the Holy Spirit’s ministry.  Without the Holy Spirit, none of us could understand any doctrine or grow spiritually.




(b)  Once doctrine becomes EPIGNWSIS in your right lobe, then it is converted into SOPHIA or wisdom for application to life.  The Holy Spirit bringing doctrine into your memory is the application of that doctrine, and there is where you grow spiritually.




(c)  This prophecy by our Lord is fulfilled in part by the completion of the canon of Scripture, and in part by our study of doctrine.




(d)  So when the pastor teaches doctrine (LOGOS), and those believers concentrate and hear, God the Holy Spirit makes that doctrine a reality, first in the human spirit, and secondly in the human soul.



(7)  Jn 16:13b, “When He, the Spirit of truth comes [Church Age], He will guide you into all truth.  He will teach you what is to come.”



(a)  It is God the Holy Spirit who teaches us.  Without His ministry we could never understand spiritual things.




(b)  Understanding doctrine doesn't depend on human I.Q., but on spiritual I.Q. provided by the Holy Spirit. 



(8)  In 1 Jn 2:27, “anointing” means the enabling power of the Holy Spirit in the spiritual life.  “And as for the anointing which you received from Him, when it resides in you, you do not need for anyone to be teaching you, but as His anointing keeps teaching you concerning all things as it has been taught to you, keep residing in it [the spiritual life].”  So the anointing is actually the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.



(9)  Rom 8:16 gives the pattern, “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our [human] spirit that we are the children of God [royal family of God].”


(10)  1 Cor 2:10, “But to us [believers], God has revealed them [doctrines] through His Spirit [Holy Spirit], for the spirit [human spirit] investigates all things, even the deep things of God.”  Once you are consistent in the perception of Bible doctrine, you will become more and more interested in the “deep things of God.”


(11)  1 Cor 2:12-13, “But we have not received the world's frame of reference, but the spirit [human spirit] from the source of God [Holy Spirit], in order that we might have permanent knowledge of the things which have been graciously been given to us under the authority of God; which things [mystery doctrine of the Church Age] we also teach by categories, not by teaching from the source of man's wisdom, but by teaching from the source of the Spirit, bringing together spiritual truth to a spiritual apparatus.”



(a)  The world’s frame of reference is philosophical speculation, part of living in Satan’s cosmic system of thinking.  Human I.Q. is not a frame of reference for the perception of doctrine.




(b)  Our frame of reference for perception of doctrine is the human spirit and previously learned doctrine.




(c)  God the Holy Spirit builds our frame of reference by first teaching us basic vocabulary and basic doctrine.  When God the Holy Spirit goes to transfer LOGOS to the human spirit, if there is no frame of reference for that category of spiritual phenomena, the Holy Spirit will not teach it to you.  He can only teach you what you are capable of taking in.  In fact, under His enablement, the Holy Spirit often shows you that you have many things to learn and therefore challenges you in this.  So sometimes the Holy Spirit teaches; sometimes He challenges and motivates.




(d)  Everywhere in Scripture the emphasis is on permanent knowledge, which refers to epignosis.




(e)  The omnipotence of the Holy Spirit under the filling of the Spirit produces receptive comprehension.




(f)  “Bringing together spiritual truth to a spiritual apparatus” refers to the Holy Spirit enabling receptive comprehension of doctrine in the human spirit, from which point the doctrine moves to the left lobe as GNWSIS, academically understood but as yet having no spiritual value.  GNWSIS doctrine has no spiritual momentum in the protocol plan until it is converted into EPIGNWSIS.

c.  All of this describes exactly how Paul served God the Father with his human spirit.  He was positive to the teaching of the gospel and Bible doctrine, which allowed God the Holy Spirit to fill his soul with metabolized doctrine.


d.  The more Bible doctrine he learned, the more he understood the importance of the gospel and its relationship to human history and the angelic conflict.


e.  The more doctrine Paul learned, the more he understood the importance of the Church Age and the mystery doctrines related to this dispensation.


f.  All of these things continued his own spiritual growth, so that God was able to use him to proclaim His message of salvation and the mystery doctrine of the Church Age to anyone who wanted to know.


g.  The Romans were well aware of who the greatest missionary and evangelist to the Gentiles was.  They knew that God was using Paul like no one else to spread the gospel and Bible doctrine throughout the Roman Empire.


h.  They realized that all of this had begun many years before at Antioch and was continuing right now throughout Greece, Macedonia, and Asia.


i.  These are all things that the Romans knew about Paul, but he wanted to emphasize to them that the greatest service any believer will ever perform is the service he or she performs in their human spirit by being positive to doctrine.

3.  “that I constantly make mention of you”

a.  Having made a slight digression from his subject, Paul now returns to complete his thought.  His complete thought here is “For God is my witness that I constantly make mention of you.”

b.  Whenever Paul prays, he usually mentions the Roman believers.  The content of what he means by the word “mention” is important.



(1)  First, he is thankful for the fact the Romans have believed in Christ.



(2)  Second, he is thankful for their positive volition to doctrine.



(3)  Third, he is thankful for their love of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(4)  He prays for their well being, blessing, and endurance in the face of undeserved suffering, testing, and when being blessed, which is often also a test.



(5)  He prays that they may continue to have the virtue and values to make doctrine the most important priority in their life.



(6)  He prays that they not be overcome by their own failures or by the distractions and pleasures of life.



(7)  He asks that they might continue to desire the teaching of the word of God and profit from it.


c.  Every time Paul prayed, he remembered his congregations and prayed for these things concerning all of them.


d.  This was just as true for the Romans as it was for the Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Thessalonians, Colossians, Laodiceans, and many other groups.


e.  The word “constantly” is important here because it recognizing the fact that Paul made these prayers a habitual function of his spiritual life.


f.  Our prayers should be habitualistic, not ritualistic.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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