Romans 1:3




 - is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference “to denote the object or person to which (whom) an action refers or relates after verbs that denote an oral or written expression or its reception, a mental action, knowing, thinking, recognizing, etc. about, concerning; after other verbs and expressions, mostly with regard to, with reference to, in relation to, or with respect to.”
  With this we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His Son” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This prepositional phrase relates back to the previous main verb “to previously promise.”  The thought is: “which gospel He himself previously promised concerning His Son.”  As we can see here the subject “He himself” refers to God the Father because of the phrase “His Son.”
“concerning His Son,”
 - is the appositional genitive masculine singular articular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, to originate, to be born.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the conception and birth of our Lord and states it as a fact without reference to its beginning, its end, or its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—our Lord producing the action of being born.


The participle is circumstantial.

“the One who was born”
 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular noun SPERMA, which means “from the seed” and is used “of the male seed or semen.”
  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun DAUID, meaning “of David” in the sense of “belonging to David.”  Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the accusative of relationship from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “flesh; and denoting relationship to something and meaning: with respect to or in relation to the flesh, physically of human descent Rom 1:3; 4:1; 9:3, 5; 7:22.  Cf. Rom 1:4; 11:28; Phil 3:5, 6b; Heb 9:9b.”

“from the seed of David in relation to the flesh”
Rom 1:3 corrected translation
“concerning His Son, the One who was born from the seed of David in relation to the flesh”
Explanation:

1.  “concerning His Son,”

a.  The entire sentence so far reads: “Paul, the slave of Christ Jesus, commissioned an apostle, having been appointed because of the gospel of God, which [gospel] He Himself previously promised through His prophets in the Holy writings concerning His Son, the One who was born from the seed of David in relation to the flesh,”

b.  The essence of this sentence is: “the gospel which He Himself previously promised concerning His Son.”  Again there should not have been a verse break here because the thought continued.


c.  God the Father’s promise to mankind was concerning His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ and His atoning work on the cross.  God the Father promised to send the Son to bear the sins of the world and be judged as a substitute for us.


d.  God the Father could make a promise concerning what our Lord would do because He has absolute confidence in God the Son to do what He wants.


e.  God the Father made a promise to mankind based on a guarantee of what the humanity of Christ would do for us.


f.  This is the greatest possible testimony that God the Father could ever make about the faithfulness and obedience of the humanity of Christ.

2.  “the One who was born”

a.  Paul continues by emphasizing the importance of the fact that the humanity of Christ was the issue.


b.  This circumstantial participle qualifies who and what the Son of God is in His true humanity.


c.  Our Lord was truly born as all other human beings.  He was true humanity.  However, His birth was unique in that He was born apart from a genetically formed sin nature and the imputation of Adam’s original sin to that sin nature.


d.  The emphasis here is on His true humanity and the fact that God the Father trusted our Lord in His humanity to execute His will.

3.  “from the seed of David in relation to the flesh”

a.  These two prepositional phrases further define and clarify the true humanity of our Lord.


b.  Jesus was born from the seed of David.  He was truly in the genetic line of David.



(1)  This is a confirmation of the fulfillment of part of the Davidic covenant.



(2)  The Davidic covenant was a promise from God that the Messiah would be in the genetic line of David and that He would rule the earth as David’s greater son.



(3)  The first part of this promise was fulfilled at the First Advent, while the second part will be fulfilled at the Second Advent of Christ.


c.  The second prepositional phrase indicates that Paul is not talking about the spiritual life of our Lord, but about His human life or physical nature.


d.  These two phrases indicate the importance of the humanity of Christ as a part of the hypostatic union of our Lord.

A.  The Necessity for the Humanity of Christ. 

1.  Jesus Christ became true humanity to do the will of the Father, Heb 10:5-10, “Therefore, when He entered the world [at virgin birth], He said [Ps 40:6-8], `You [God the Father] do not desire sacrifice and offering [soteriology of the ritual plan of God for the dispensation of Israel], but You have prepared for Me a human body; You have not been propitiated by whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin [sin offering].  At that time [virgin birth] I said [from His deity], “Behold, I have arrived; (in the scroll of a book it stands written about Me [Old Testament prophecies]) to accomplish Your will, O God.”‘  After saying the above, `Sacrifices and whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You been propitiated by them’ (which sacrifices are offered according to the law), then He said, `Behold, I have arrived to execute Your will.’  He has abrogated [taken away] the first [the Mosaic Law] that He might establish the second [plan of God for the Church].  By which will [purpose, plan] we [new spiritual species, royal family of God] have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all.”


a.  The ritual soteriology of the dispensation of Israel utilized animal sacrifices which portrayed the salvation work of Christ on the cross.  But these animal sacrifices were shadows, not capable of propitiating God the Father.



b.  “I have arrived to accomplish Your will, O God” was spoken from the deity of Christ in hypostatic union.  It refers to the election of Jesus Christ related to the salvation or incarnation plan of God.



c.  The plan of God for the Church Age supersedes the ritual plan of God for Israel.  The new spiritual species of the Church Age replaces the new racial species of Israel until the Second Advent, when Israel will again become a client nation to God.



d.  The substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the cross and resultant efficacious unlimited atonement fulfills and abrogates the ritual authorized by the Mosaic Law.


2.  Jesus Christ had to become true humanity to be the Savior of the world, Phil 2:7‑8; Heb 2:14‑15.


a.  As God, Jesus Christ could not have anything to do with sin except judge and reject sin.  Sovereignty is not subject to judgment.  Eternal life cannot die, and physical death was necessary for our Lord’s resurrection.


b.  Only humanity could bear our sins.  So Jesus Christ had to become true humanity and perfect humanity in order to receive the imputation and judgment of our sins on the cross, 1 Pet 2:24.


3.  Jesus Christ had to become true humanity to be the mediator between God and man, Job 9:2, 32‑33; 1 Tim 2:5‑6.  He had to be equal with both God and mankind to be a mediator between both parties.  Therefore, Jesus Christ had to be both undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.


4.  Jesus Christ had to become true humanity to be a priest.  A priest must be a man in order to represent man before God.  Jesus Christ became true humanity to be our high priest after the order (or pattern) of Melchizedek, Heb 7:4‑5, 14, 28; 10:5, 10‑14.


5.  Jesus Christ had to become true humanity to be a king and rule forever.  He had to be the son of David to fulfill the Davidic covenant to Israel, 2 Sam 7:8‑16; Ps 89:20‑37.  Solomon’s line goes down to Joseph (Matt 1) and Nathan’s line goes down to Mary (Luke 1).

B.  As a result of the great power experiment of the hypostatic union, the person of Jesus Christ is changed forever.

1.  In the person of Christ are two natures, inseparably united, without mixture or loss of separate identity, without loss or transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal and eternal.  Jesus Christ is the God-man forever.


2.  During the incarnation, our Lord occupied the prototype spiritual life and fulfilled the learning process of humanity.  Because He was always filled with the Holy Spirit and inside the prototype spiritual life, He advanced rapidly to spiritual maturity.


3.  Now that He is resurrected, His humanity knows everything about God, just as we will.  So only during the incarnation on earth were there limitations on our Lord’s humanity as He learned and advanced.  That was necessary to establish precedence for the Church Age.  For we now have the operational-type spiritual life that we might function as His royal family.


4.  As God, Jesus Christ is infinitely superior to all rational creatures, both angels and humans.


5.  As true humanity with a body, soul, and spirit in hypostatic union, Jesus Christ is now superior in His humanity to all angelic creatures and human beings.

C.  The Virgin Birth.

1.  Two categories of omnipotence were involved in the preparation of the true humanity of Christ in hypostatic union:  the omnipotence of God the Father and the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit.


2.  The old sin nature resides in every cell in the human body save one, and that is the female egg when released in ovulation.  Through meiosis, the twenty-three chromosomes in the egg are free from the old sin nature.  The twenty-three male chromosomes provided in copulation carry the old sin nature.


3.  At our physical birth, God simultaneously imputes human life to our soul and Adam’s original sin to the old sin nature.  Therefore, we are born into the world physically alive and simultaneously spiritually dead.  Being spiritually dead means we are totally cut off from God, having only a body and soul.


4.  However, our Lord’s physical birth was definitely unique; for the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit fertilized Mary’s egg with twenty-three perfect male chromosomes.  Therefore, our Lord was born without the old sin nature; therefore, there could be no imputation of Adam’s original sin.


5.  Being born perfect and trichotomous with body, soul, and spirit, our Lord was born into the prototype spiritual life.  He was filled with the Holy Spirit from birth.  He remained inside the prototype spiritual life throughout His life, even though He was tempted far beyond anything we’ve ever known.


6.  Therefore, the virgin birth is a major issue.  Without the virgin birth, our Lord was not qualified to become our Savior in true humanity.


7.  Our Lord was born as true and perfect humanity exactly as Adam was created true and perfect humanity.  Our Lord was born trichotomous, having body, soul, and spirit; Adam was created trichotomous, having a body, soul, and spirit.  


8.  When Adam and the woman sinned, they became dichotomous, and spiritual death replaced the human spirit.


9.  The virgin Mary had an old sin nature.  Both males and females are carriers of the old sin nature, but only the male can transmit it in copulation.

D.  The Result of the Virgin Birth.

1.  The pre-incarnate person of Christ is classified as undiminished deity.  He is coequal, co-infinite, and coeternal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


2.  The post-incarnate person of Christ is classified as ‘hypostatic union’.  He is undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.


3.  Because of the virgin pregnancy and resultant virgin birth, the true humanity of Christ was trichotomous, having a body, soul, and spirit like Adam at creation.


4.  There are two devastating results of Adam’s original sin.



a.  The origin of the sin nature and the perpetuation of real spiritual death in the human race at the point of physical birth.



b.  The fact that humans are born dichotomous, having a body and soul, but no human spirit, 1 Cor 2:14; Jude 19.


5.  Both of these problems were resolved in the great power demonstration of the hypostatic union.



a.  Real spiritual death was resolved through our Lord’s substitutionary spiritual death on the cross.



b.  Jesus Christ was born trichotomous with a body, soul, and spirit.  Our dichotomy is changed to trichotomy when we receive a human spirit at the point of our faith in Christ.

E.  The Spiritual Growth of the Humanity of Christ.  Lk 2:52, “And Jesus kept advancing [making spiritual progress] in wisdom, both in age [elapse of time] and in grace [favor] with God and men.”

1.  “Jesus” is the name for the humanity of Christ.  “Jesus” used alone refers to the humanity of Christ only.


2.  The imperfect active indicative of the Greek verb PROKOPTW means to advance, to make progress, to go forward, to increase.  “Grew” is not the best translation; rather, “and Jesus kept increasing.”


a.  The progressive imperfect of duration is used for an action which began in the past and continues in the past, i.e., throughout the incarnation.  During the entire period of our Lord’s First Advent up to the point of the cross, this verb describes our Lord.  It does not describe Him in resurrection body, at the right hand of the Father, during the Second Advent or millennial reign.



b.  The active voice says that the humanity of Christ produced the action of the verb during the dispensation of the hypostatic union only. 



c.  The declarative indicative mood is used for a dogmatic statement of doctrine regarding the humanity of Christ during the First Advent only. 


3.  The two nouns that follow indicate how He grew in wisdom. There are always two factors in spiritual growth.



a.  The locative of time from the Greek noun HELIKIA is translated “stature,” meaning physical body, but that is not its primary meaning.  HELIKIA actually means age, the elapse of time.  So it takes the elapse of time for spiritual growth.



b.  The Greek word CHARIS means grace, and it can be translated “favor.”

4.  Of course, at the end of a short time elapse, our Lord was mature.  By the time He was thirty-three and went to the cross, He was way beyond the spiritual maturity of anyone who ever lived.


5.  We grow in grace.  Everything is provided for us.  The prototype spiritual life was provided for the humanity of Christ.

6.  “He advanced in age and in favor.”  As our Lord’s humanity advanced in age, He advanced spiritually inside the prototype spiritual life.  In other words, our Lord used time inside the spiritual life to advance.  The only time in which you advance spiritually and fulfill God’s plan for your life and glorify God is that time you log inside the spiritual life.  Our Lord logged maximum time, all thirty-three years, in the spiritual life.


7.  How much time have you logged in the spiritual life?  That counts more than how many years you have been saved.  How much time you log in the spiritual life learning and applying doctrine and using the problem solving devices is the strength of your spiritual life.


8.  Now there is finally a prepositional phrase.  Up until now in the Greek, there is the deliberate absence of a preposition to show that it is the spiritual growth of our Lord’s humanity that is the subject, not physical growth.

9.  Jesus Christ had a magnificent spiritual life; He was born into the spiritual life.  He stayed there and remained filled with the Spirit.  Furthermore, He learned doctrine much more rapidly than we do, not because He is God and the source of doctrine, but because He was born trichotomous and stayed inside the prototype spiritual life.

10.  Therefore, He demonstrated what we can do in the spiritual life, though we do so in a limited way.  Yet there is an avenue of spiritual life available to you that is absolutely phenomenal.

11.  The Greek preposition PARA is very interesting here, and tough to explain.  PARA means different things depending on the case.  Here PARA plus the instrumental of association can be translated “in association with.” 


12.  The two Greek nouns in the instrumental of association are the singular of THEOS, referring to God, and the plural of ANTHROPOS, referring to people in general.  This is translated “both in age and in favor with God and with men.”

13.  Note the priority.  Favor or grace with God must precede favor or grace with mankind.  Favor with mankind does not imply favor with God, which was the thinking of Adam and the woman in the Garden.

F.  The Ministry of God the Holy Spirit to the Humanity of Christ inside the Prototype Spiritual Life.

1.  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit in our Lord’s prototype spiritual life sustained the humanity of Christ during the hypostatic union.  The filling of the Holy Spirit was a problem solving device for our Lord during the First Advent.  He used the filling of the Holy Spirit to keep the outside pressure of adversity from being converted into the inside pressure of stress in the soul.


2.  As the author of the divine plan for the great power experiment of the hypostatic union, God the Father actually invented the prototype spiritual life to sustain the humanity of Christ during His First Advent.  God the Father created for His Son in His humanity the first palace, called the spiritual life.  It is the place of the filling of the Holy Spirit.



a.  At birth, the humanity of Christ was entered into the prototype spiritual life because He was born trichotomous, with body, soul, and spirit.  He was born as Adam was created.



b.  We are born again into the operational-type spiritual life.



c.  Therefore, our Lord was filled with the Spirit from birth.


3.  To remain perfect, our Lord had to stay inside the prototype spiritual life.  However, He had greater temptations to get out of the prototype spiritual life than we will ever know.


4.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit sustained the humanity of Christ during the thirty-three years of the dispensation of the hypostatic union.


5.  Jn 3:34 teaches that the Holy Spirit was not given by measure to the humanity of Christ.  “For He [the Lord] whom the Father has sent communicates the proclamation from God; for He gives the Holy Spirit without limitation.”


a.  There was no limitation of the ministry of God the Holy Spirit because Jesus Christ’s humanity was born into the prototype spiritual life, and He remained filled with the Spirit from the point of His birth.



b.  Inside the spiritual life, there is no limitation on the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit in sustaining our Lord.  



c.  Hence, inside the spiritual life is the place of the filling of the Spirit.



d.  Our mandate of Eph 5:18, “Be filled with the Spirit,” is our mandate to remain inside the spiritual life.


6.  As herald to the First Advent of Christ, John the Baptist was said to be “filled with the Spirit out from His mother’s womb,” not “in His mother’s womb,” according to Lk 1:15.  “He [John the Baptist] will be filled with the Holy Spirit yet after [out from] His mother’s womb.”  If the herald was filled with the Spirit, then the same is true for the King.


7.  As a result of being filled with the Holy Spirit from birth, the humanity of Christ resided inside the prototype spiritual life where He matured very quickly, both spiritually and physically.  Lk 2:52.


8.  Our Lord’s humanity continued to reside inside the prototype spiritual life, and continued to be sustained by the Holy Spirit.



a.  Lk 4:14, “And Jesus returned to Galilee in the omnipotence [power] of the Spirit.”


b.  Matt 4:1, “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tested by the devil.”


c.  Remember that the whole purpose of the virgin birth was to allow our Lord to be born perfect into the spiritual life.  His purpose while on earth was to remain in that state of perfection in the spiritual life so that, when He arrived at the cross, He was still perfect humanity and therefore qualified to be judged for the sins of the world as our substitute and Savior.
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