Romans 9:8



- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “that” with the present active indicative third person singular from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that this situation produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

This phrase means “that is or This means and is found in: Mt 27:46; Mk 7:2; Acts 1:19; 19:4; Rom 7:18; 9:8; 10:6, 7, 8; Phile 12; Heb 2:14; Rom 1:12.”
  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” with the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON, meaning “the children,” but “in a more general sense the plural is used for descendants, posterity (Mt 2:18 (cf. Jer 38:15) Mt 27:25; Acts 2:39; 13:33. The rich man is addressed by his ancestor Abraham as TEKNON Lk 16:25; the physical descendants Rom 9:8a.”

Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, meaning “of the flesh.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these” with the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children” and the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “belonging to God.”  The present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[are]” is deliberately omitted by ellipsis for dramatic effect.
“This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON, meaning “the children.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, meaning “of the promise.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb LOGIZOMAI, which means “evaluate, estimate, look upon as, consider; the children of the promise are looked upon as seed Rom 9:8; be regarded; counted, classified.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The passive voice indicates that the children of the promise receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of the goal, vocation, or end from the neuter singular noun SPERMA, meaning: “for, as”
 seed, descendents, children, posterity.”

“but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”

Rom 9:8 corrected translation
“This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God, but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”
Explanation:
1.  “This means the physical descendants [racial Jews], these [are] not the children of God,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of his last statement ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected [or designated].’  This statement means that the physical descendants or racial Jews are not the children of God.


b.  Since the racial Jew is not a child of God, they are also not a son of God.  Since the racial Jew is not a son of God, they are also not the heirs of God.  Since the racial Jew is not an heir of God, they will not enter into the kingdom of God.  Since the racial Jew will not enter into the kingdom of God, they receive no inheritance from God.  Since the racial Jew receives no inheritance from God, they are not the recipients of the unconditional covenants of God.  Since the racial Jew does not receive the unconditional covenants of God, they do not receive any of the promises of God.


c.  Paul has already declared that the sons of God are those being led by the Spirit of God, Rom 8:14.  But the racial Jew is not being led by the Spirit of God.  Therefore, being a Jew racially was of no advantage to the Jew unless he believed in Christ and became a child of God.

2.  “but the children of the promise are considered as seed.”

a.  In contrast to the racial Jew (which were not children of God, nor heirs, nor would enter the kingdom of God, nor receive an inheritance or the unconditional covenants or the promises of God) we have the children of the promise.


b.  The children of the promise are considered the true descendants and posterity of Abraham.  They are the ones who are the heirs of God, receive the fulfillment of the promises of God, and will be the beneficiaries of the unconditional covenants to Israel in the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ after His Second Advent.


c.  The fact that this refers specifically to the royal family of God is declared by Paul in:



(1)  Gal 3:26-29, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.  There does not exist either Jew or Greek; there does not exist either slave or free person; there is not male and female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  But if you belong to Christ and you do, certainly you are the children of Abraham, the heirs on the basis of the promise.”



(2)  Gal 4:28, “But you, brethren, are the children of the promise similar to Isaac.”


d.  The royal family of God are the children of the promise of God.  We are the heirs of God, because we are the sons of God and because we are in union with Christ.


e.  Those Jews who have believed in Christ during the age of Israel and those Jews who believe in Christ during the Tribulation will all be the recipients of the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants to Israel.


f.  The royal family of God will share in the fulfillment of the promises of God to Israel, because we will return with Christ to rule with Him during His millennial reign.


g.  The point Paul is making to the Romans and any unbelieving Jews who cared to read this letter is that racial heritage is of no benefit to anyone unless they believe in Christ.  And that those who believe in Christ will receive everything God has ever promised.  God makes no promises to the unbeliever, except that they can have eternal life through faith in Christ.


h.  How do we know we are the children of God?



(1)  1 Jn 3:10, “By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor the one who does not love his brother.”



(2)  1 Jn 5:2, “By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and observe His commandments.”
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