Romans 9:7



- is the negative conjunction OUDE, which means “and not; neither; or not even.”  This is followed by the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the subject (the racial seed of Abraham) produces the action of not being the children of the inheritance of the promises of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun SPERMA, meaning “seed; descendants, children, posterity.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the proper noun ABRAAM, meaning “of Abraham” or “Abraham’s seed.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” and referring to all the racial Jews of human history.  This adjective PAS does not modify the noun TEKNA, which follows it, because TEKNA is the neuter rather than the masculine gender of PAS.  Therefore, PAS cannot modify either SPERMA or TEKNA.  Therefore, the nominative noun implies the omission by ellipsis of the present active indicative of a second use of EIMI = “[are]”.  This is followed by the appositional nominative from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children” and referring to the children who inherit the promises of God.  We know this is appositional because it is in the neuter gender, referring back to the neuter noun SPERMA.

The thought here is very difficult to translate into English with adding a lot of explanatory phrases, such as: “neither because they are Abraham’s seed [are] all [considered] the children [of the inheritance]
“neither because they are Abraham’s seed [are] all the children [of the inheritance]”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by direct discourse (a quote) from Gen 21:12.  We have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency (On rare occasions the instrumental is used to express personal agency rather than impersonal means, especially when the verb is in the middle or passive voice as we have here.) from the masculine singular proper noun ISAAK, meaning “by the agency of Isaac.”  Then we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called, elected, or designated” in the technical sense of being designated or chosen by God for privilege and blessing.


The future tense is a predictive future, which states what will absolutely happen in the future.


The passive voice indicates that Abraham’s seed would receive the action by the agency of his son Isaac.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of possession from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “belonging to you” or “your.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun SPERMA, meaning “seed.”

“but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected.’”

Rom 9:7 corrected translation
“neither because they are Abraham’s seed [are] all [racial Jews] the children [of the inheritance], but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected [designated for blessing].’”
Explanation:
1.  “neither because they are Abraham’s seed [are] all [racial Jews] the children [of the inheritance],”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “For not all these (who have descended) from Israel are Israel; neither because they are Abraham's seed [are] all [racial Jews] the children [of the inheritance], but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected [or designated].’”


(1)  Israel was the new name given to Jacob, when he reached spiritual maturity.



(2)  First Paul says that not every person descended from the genetic line of Jacob is necessarily a “true” Jew.  Then he adds to that statement in our verse that not every person descended from the genetic line of Abraham is a child of Abraham.



(3)  The key to understanding this passage is understanding the key words ‘seed’ and ‘children’.  Literally the word seed would seem to refer to the genetic line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  But Paul is not speaking literally.  Rather he is speaking with regard to the spiritual meaning of the word seed.



(4)  The literal, physical, genetic line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob produced the racial Jew.  But the spiritual line of regeneration also came through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; for all three were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.



(5)  Paul’s argument here is that there are two lines that come from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the racial line or heritage, and the spiritual line or heritage.  Only one of these two lines received the promises of God of eternal life and the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants, and that was the spiritual seed of Abraham, not the physical seed.



(6)  The same thing applies with the use of the word children.  There were children that came from the genetic line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that were Jews physically, but never believed in Christ.  In the same respect there were children that came from the genetic line Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that did believe in Christ, and only these Jews are the true children of God.



(7)  Therefore, Paul’s argument is that being a child of God is based on regeneration and not on physical descent or genealogical heritage.  This is precisely where the Jews missed the boat.


b.  Therefore the true children of Abraham are the spiritual children of Abraham because they are the ones with eternal life through faith in Christ, who will live forever with their father Abraham and live to see the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants.  The promises of God and the unconditional covenants are only fulfilled to believers.  Every believer in the history of the world will live during the millennial reign of Christ to see the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants.


c.  All Church Age believers are the children of God and therefore the children of the promises of God as well, just as we saw in Rom 8:16-17a, “The Spirit Himself testifies together with our human spirit that we are children of God.  Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God [the Father], and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ.”


d.  The only difference between Israel and the Church is that Israel’s inheritance is on the earth and the Church’s inheritance is in heaven.

2.  “but ‘In Isaac your seed shall be elected [designated for blessing].’”

a.  Paul continues by proving his point through the quotation of Scripture.


b.  Gen 21:12, “But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named.’”



(1)  This passage is quoted from the LXX, which is a perfect translation of the Hebrew text in this passage.  It is also quoted in Heb 11:18.



(2)  The point God was making to Abraham was that Abraham’s inheritance and blessing would be given to Isaac and not to Ishmael.  Why?  Isaac would be the believer and Ishmael would remain the unbeliever.  The divine promises, spiritual heritage, and eternal blessings would be given to the believer, not to the unbeliever.



(3)  God was telling Abraham that Abraham would designate Isaac as his legitimate first born son to receive all the blessings that God had promised to Abraham.  In the same way Isaac would designate Jacob as his first born son to receive all the blessings God had promised to Abraham, because Jacob would become a believer in Christ and Esau would not.



(4)  Therefore God was telling Abraham whom He (God) had elected to privilege in eternity past as a part of the divine decrees to receive His eternal promises and blessings.  And that person was Isaac.



(5)  God made the decision in eternity past that His promises would be given to only those who believed in Christ.  Now God was telling Abraham that he needed to act on that information in time by designating or electing or choosing Isaac as his child of inheritance.


c.  The racial Jews of our Lord’s generation never understood this.  Jn 8:39, “They answered and said to Him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you are Abraham's children, do the deeds of Abraham.’”  What were the deeds of Abraham?  Faith in Christ and living the spiritual life that our Lord described to them.


d.  Paul teaches this same concept in Gal 4:22-30, “For it stands written that Abraham had two sons, one by a young female slave and one by a free woman.  But on the one hand the one was born by the young slave girl according to the flesh, but on the other hand the other one by the free woman because of the promise.  These statements are to be taken allegorically; for these statements represent two covenants: on the one hand one covenant from Mount Sinai bearing children resulting in slavery, which covenant represents Hagar.  Now this Hagar represents Mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to the present Jerusalem; for she is in slavery with her children.  But the heavenly Jerusalem is free, which [heavenly Jerusalem] is our mother.  For it stands written, `Rejoice, O barren one, who has not given birth.  Let loose and shout, you who have no birth-pains, because many are the children of the desolate one, even more than the one who has the husband.  But you, brethren, are the children of the promise similar to Isaac.  But just as at that time the one who was born by the flesh kept on persecuting the one [born] by the Spirit, so also now.  But what does the Scripture say?  ‘Cast out the young slave girl and her son.’”  For the son of the young female slave will never inherit with the son of the free woman.”
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