Romans 9:4



- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural “relative pronoun used qualitatively (a) to indicate that a definite person (or thing) belongs to a certain class (such a one) who, which very one (b) to emphasize a characteristic quality, by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed who (to be sure, by his very nature), who (indeed), Rom 1:25 cf. vs. 32; 2:15; 6:2; who certainly Rom 16:6; cf. verses 4, 7, 12; the kind who Gal 2:4. Cf. Phil 2:20; Eph 4:19; 1 Tim 1:4; Tit 1:11.”
  Then we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “who are.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the racial Jews are what they are.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative masculine plural from the noun ISRAĒLITĒS, which means “Israelites.”
“who are Israelites,”
 - is the possessive genitive from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “belonging to whom” or simply “to whom.”  This is followed by a series of predicate nominative feminine singular and plural nouns, each with the article and connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning:

HUITHESIA means “adoption (of children), only used by Paul—of the acceptance of the nation of Israel as son of God (cf. Ex 4:22; Isa 1:2, where, however, the word is lacking; it is found nowhere in the LXX).”

DOXA means “glory” and refers to the Shekinah glory, which indicated the presence of Jesus Christ in the Tabernacle.

DIATHĒKĒ means “covenants” and refers to the unconditional covenants to Israel.
NOMOTHESIA means “the giving of the Jewish Law, lawgiving, the gift of the Law.”

LATREIA means “service or worship (of God).”

EPAGGELIA means “the promises.”

“to whom is the adoption, and the Shekinah glory, and the unconditional covenants, and the gift of the Law, and the worship of God, and the promises,”
Rom 9:4 corrected translation
“who are Israelites, to whom is the adoption, and the Shekinah glory, and the unconditional covenants, and the gift of the Law, and the worship of God, and the promises,”

Explanation:

1.  “who are Israelites,”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads: “For I could wish that I myself would be accursed (and therefore separated) from Christ for the sake of my brethren [racial Jews], my fellow countrymen [national Jews] according to the flesh [earthly descent], who are Israelites, to whom is the adoption, and the Shekinah glory, and the unconditional covenants, and the gift of the Law, and the worship of God, and the promises,”


b.  Paul continues with a clear and detailed definition of who he means by his fellow countrymen according to the flesh.  He is talking about the Jews, the Israelites, those who are the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  He is not the fellow countryman of any Arab; that is, any of the other children of Abraham or Moses that developed into the various Arab races.


c.  Paul continues by further defining the high quality of the Jew because of all that God did for them and not because they are inherently worthy of these blessings.



(1)  One of the great problems of the Jew has always been arrogance.  They have been so blessed by God in so many ways and to such a high degree that they think they are naturally or inherently worthy of these blessings from God.



(2)  They are the beneficiaries of the grace of God, just as all of us are.  But they have certainly been the beneficiaries of a greater amount of God’s grace than any other people on earth (with the exception of the Church).



(3)  But they did nothing to earn or deserve these blessings.  They are a matter of God’s grace, not a matter of the worthiness of the Jew.

2.  “to whom is the adoption, and the Shekinah glory, and the unconditional covenants, and the gift of the Law, and the worship of God, and the promises,”

a.  Israel has been adopted as a race by God as His own sons.



(1)  Ex 4:22, “Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Israel is My son, My firstborn.”’”


(2)  Isa 1:2, “Listen, O heavens, and hear, O earth; For the Lord speaks, ‘Sons I have reared and brought up, But they have revolted against Me.’”



(3)  Adoption is the Roman custom of selecting a certain person to be legally your son, so that they inherited all of the family wealth and power.  The person who was adopted need not be a member of the family or a natural born son.  It was a selection to privilege based upon the will and desire of the father as the head of the family.



(4)  God the Father selected the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (who were all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ) to have special blessing and inheritance among the races of mankind.

b.  Israel received the blessing of having the personal presence of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah glory in the Tabernacle and later in the Temple to indicate to the world that God was indeed with the nation Israel and was their personal protection.



(1)  Jesus Christ, the Shekinah Glory of Israel, lived in the Holy of holies, Ex 25:21‑22; Lev 26:11‑12; Ps 91:1; Heb 9:5.  His presence was manifest by a cloud above the tabernacle by day and a pillar of fire by night, so that the Jews could always tell when Jesus Christ was present in the tabernacle.




(a)  The Shekinah Glory is related to two theophanies.





i  The cloud over the tabernacle and sometimes in the tabernacle.





ii.  The Shekinah Glory appeared as a bright light between the cherubs over the mercy seat in the Holy of holies.




(b)  Scripture.





Ex 40:35, “And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.”





Ex 16:10, “And behold, the glory of the Lord appeared in a cloud.”





Num 16:42, “And behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared.”





Heb 9:5, “And above the ark of the covenant, the cherubs of glory overshadowing the mercy seat.”





Isa 37:16, “O Lord of the Armies, O God of Israel, who sits between the cherubs, You alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth.  You have made the heavens and the earth.”





Ps 99:1, “The Lord rules.  He sits between the cherubs.”





Rom 9:4, “Who are the Israelites, to whom is the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants.”



(2)  The Shekinah Glory emphasized the true heritage of Israel in regeneration.  The Shekinah Glory emphasized the fact that God guaranteed temporal blessings while Israel was on earth and eternal blessings for believers afterwards.  The Shekinah Glory dwelt between the cherubs as a guarantee of Israel’s blessings as a client nation to God.  For example, the Shekinah Glory guaranteed that Abraham would have an eternal city, the new Jerusalem.


(3)  The Shekinah Glory is the sign of great blessing to Israel.




(a)  In Isa 7:14, “Immanuel” means “God with us.”




(b)  Jn 1:14, “And the word became flesh and He tabernacled among us.” 

 


(c)  In the flesh, Jesus Christ lives in the prototype spiritual life and not in the tabernacle.  “We observed His glory, the glory [the Shekinah Glory] of the unique One from the Father.”  God the Father sent the Shekinah Glory to men to guarantee that escrow blessings were on deposit for those who accepted Him as Savior.


c.  The unconditional covenants.



(1)  Covenants are defined in the Old Testament Scriptures in terms of favorable disposition.  God, as party of the first part, made a favorable disposition to Israel as party of the second part.  By very definition, a covenant is a disposition made by one party (God) in favor of another party (Israel).  So a covenant or contract cannot be a conditional covenant because the primary issue is favor or grace.  The key to the covenants to Israel is based on two doctrines: the Jews as a new racial species and Israel as a client nation to God.



(2)  The Jew had to believe in Jesus Christ in order to qualify to receive the blessings of the unconditional covenants.  The Jew cannot enter their spiritual heritage until they first believe in Jesus Christ.  All the covenants to Israel have an eternal life clause based on the fact that Israel has a future in both time and eternity.  Being born racially a Jew is not enough to benefit from these covenants.  Spiritually dead persons cannot inherit eternal life or benefit from these unconditional covenants.  Those who benefit from these covenants must have eternal life.



(3)  There are five covenants to Israel; four unconditional and one conditional.




(a)  The Abrahamic Covenant defines the race for client nation Israel. Abraham became a Jew at age ninety-nine; circumcision was the sign, Gen 12:1‑3, 13:15‑16, 15:18, 22:15‑18, 26:3‑4; Ex 6:2‑8.




(b)  The Palestinian Covenant defines the land for client nation Israel, Gen 15:18; Num 34:1‑12; Dt 30:1‑9; Josh 1:3‑4.  This is the real estate of the client nation.




(c)  The Mosaic Law defines the policy for client nation Israel (both spiritual and temporal policy).  This is the one conditional covenant.  Special blessing is provided for Israel if they fulfill certain conditions, and they are punished if they fail.




(d)  The Davidic Covenant defines the dynasty for client nation Israel, 2 Sam 7:8‑16; Ps 89:20‑37.




(e)  The New Covenant defines the restoration of the client nation Israel at the Second Advent and its millennial mode of operation, Jer 31:31‑34. This part of the contract is not operational until the Second Advent.


d.  The gift of the Law refers to the Mosaic Law.  It was a gift for three reasons.



(1)  It demonstrated to the Jew his state of sinfulness and total depravity, so that he would seek a savior.



(2)  It revealed Jesus Christ as the only savior available to mankind.



(3)  It provided the laws of divine establishment for the function of Israel as a representative nation to God.


e.  The worship of God was primarily Codex Two of the Mosaic Law, which emphasized the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.


f.  The promises to Israel are the promises located in the covenants to Israel and have six categories.



(1)  There is a time category.  Under this category, we have God’s promises for Israel in history and God’s promises for eternity.



(2)  There is a grace and law category.  Under grace and law we have two categories: conditional promises in the Mosaic Law and unconditional promises.



(3)  There are covenants given to individuals—the Abrahamic and Davidic covenant.  David was promised that he would have a son that would rule Israel forever.



(4)  There is a land category.  There are two concepts here:  the land given to Israel in the Millennium, which is the Palestinian covenant, and the land given to regenerate Israel in the eternal state, such as the New Jerusalem.



(5)  There is an eschatological category.




(a)  Israel will be restored as a client nation to God at the Second Advent.




(b)  The New Covenant to Israel is fulfilled beginning at the Second Advent with regenerate Jews only.




(c)  Israel will be the client nation to God in the eternal state.



(6)  The Old Testament category.  The Mosaic Law provided for Israel a new racial species, a client nation to God, a spiritual heritage for true or regenerate Israel.


(7)  Related Scripture.




(a)  Gal 3:16-21, “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his descendant.  It does not say, ‘And to his descendants,’ as though [speaking] about many persons, but as though [speaking] about one person, `And to your descendant,’ who is Christ.  Now I am saying this.  The Law, which came after four hundred and thirty years, does not revoke the previously established by God covenant, resulting in the abrogation of the promise.  For if the inheritance [eternal salvation] is through the Law (but it is not), [it is] no longer from the source of the promise.  But God showed Himself to be gracious to Abraham by means of a promise.  Consequently, why the Law?  It was added because of our transgressions, until the Seed to Whom the promise had been made would come, having been commanded through the angels by the hand of the Mediator.  Now the mediator is not for the benefit of one party, but God is one [in essence].  Therefore, is the Law against the promises of God?  Absolutely not!  For you see, if a law had been given which is able to give life, certainly righteousness would have been by the Law.”




(b)  Heb 7:6, “But the one (Melchizedek) whose genealogy is not traced from them collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed the one (Abraham) who had the promises.”




(c)  Heb 8:6, “But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.”




(d)  Heb 11:17, “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son.”
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