Romans 9:27



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction DE, meaning “In fact.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ĒSAIAS, translated “Isaiah.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to cry out, to call out” and is used of the urgent speech of the prophet.  We can translate it “to speak urgently.”


The present tense is a historical present, in which Paul imagines that he and his readers are present witnessing a past event and narrates the past event as though it were happening now for the sake of emphasis and dramatic effect.  The significance of this present tense is that this is Paul’s way of saying that were Isaiah present today, this is exactly what he would tell the Jews.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition HUPER plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun ISRAĒL, which means “about or with reference to Israel.”

“In fact, Isaiah speaks urgently with reference to Israel,”
- is the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if and it may or may not be true.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the number of the sons of Israel produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to form the third class conditional sentence.  This is a potential subjunctive to indicate a probable future condition.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ARITHMOS, meaning “the number.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS, meaning “of the sons.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun ISRAĒL, meaning “of Israel.”  Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun AMMOS, which means “sand.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun THALASSA, which means “of the sea.”
“‘If the number of the sons of Israel might be as the sands of the sea,”
 - is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun HUPOLEIMMA, which means “a relatively small part which continues to exist: ‘remnant, small part.’”
  Finally, we have the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to be delivered, to be saved.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will occur in the future.


The passive voice indicates that the remnant of mature believers receive the action of being delivered in historical crisis.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“the remnant shall be delivered.’”
Rom 9:27 corrected translation
“In fact, Isaiah speaks urgently with reference to Israel, ‘If the number of the sons of Israel might be as the sands of the sea, the remnant shall be delivered.’”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, Isaiah speaks urgently with reference to Israel,”

a.  Paul continues with another example of how God reveals the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, that is, on the sons of the Living God.  Paul quotes from Isa 10:22, “For though your people, O Israel, may be like the sand of the sea, only a remnant within them will return; a destruction is determined, overflowing with righteousness.”  This was also mentioned by Hosea in Hos 1:10, “Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and in the place where it is said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ It will be said to them, ‘You are the sons of the living God.’”


b.  Isaiah like Hosea was a prophet to Israel in the time of the Assyrian crisis prior to 721 B.C., when the northern kingdom was destroyed in the fifth cycle of discipline.  Isaiah was a prophet to the southern kingdom of Israel.


c.  God always raises up communicators of doctrine to prepare believers for impending crisis.  The love of God always warns those positive to the word of God of impending crisis.
2.  “‘If the number of the sons of Israel might be as the sands of the sea,”

a.  The fact that the number of the sons of Israel would be as the sands of the sea is first mentioned in Gen 22:17, “Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.”

b.  The number of Jews in human history is impossible to count, just as the sand of the sea is impossible to count.


c.  The sons of Israel refer to the racial Jew.


d.  This is a more probable future condition, which means that it will happen.  The probability deals with the unknown vast number of Jews involved in human history.

3.  “the remnant shall be delivered.’”

a.  The remnant refers to those believers positive to the word of God.  Negative believers are disciplined in the fifth cycle of discipline along with unbelievers.


b.  Historical crisis is brought about by believers being negative to the teaching of the word of God.  When the number of positive believers increases, there is prosperity and blessing to the nation.  When the number of negative believers increases to the point of endangering any positive volition in the next generation of believers, then historical crisis takes those negative believers out of human history.


c.  Paul will mention the remnant of mature believers again in Rom 11:5, “In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God's gracious choice.”  The remnant of positive believers is mentioned many times in Scripture.  These are just a few:



(1)  Gen 45:7, “God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.”



(2)  2 Kg 19:30, “The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward.”



(3)  2 Kg 19:31, “For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant, and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the Lord will perform this.”



(4)  Ezra 9:8, “But now for a brief moment grace has been shown from the Lord our God, to leave us an escaped remnant and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may enlighten our eyes and grant us a little reviving in our bondage.”



(5)  Ezra 9:13, “After all that has come upon us for our evil deeds and our great guilt, since You our God have requited us less than our iniquities deserve, and have given us an escaped remnant as this.”



(6)  Ezra 9:15, “O Lord God of Israel, You are righteous, for we have been left an escaped remnant, as it is this day; behold, we are before You in our guilt, for no one can stand before You because of this.”



(7)  Isa 10:20-21, “Now in that day the remnant of Israel, and those of the house of Jacob who have escaped, will never again rely on the one who struck them, but will truly rely on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel.  A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.”



(8)  Isa 11:11, “Then it will happen on that day that the Lord will again recover the second time with His hand the remnant of His people, who will remain, From Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.”



(9)  Isa 11:16, “And there will be a highway from Assyria for the remnant of His people who will be left, just as there was for Israel in the day that they came up out of the land of Egypt.”



(10)  Isa 28:5, “In that day the Lord of hosts will become a beautiful crown and a glorious diadem to the remnant of His people.”



(11)  Isa 37:31-32, “The surviving remnant of the house of Judah will again take root downward and bear fruit upward.  For out of Jerusalem will go forth a remnant and out of Mount Zion survivors. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.”



(12)  Jer 23:3, “Then I Myself will gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and bring them back to their pasture, and they will be fruitful and multiply.”



(13)  Jer 31:7, “For thus says the Lord, ‘Sing aloud with a super abundance of happiness for Jacob, And shout among the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise and say, “O Lord, save Your people, The remnant of Israel.”’”

4.  The Remnant.


a.  Historical Interpretation and the Pivot.


(1)  The only answer left for our country from the results of negative volition is a pivot of mature believers.



(2)  The pivot is a remnant of mature believers who have maximum relationship with the integrity of God.  This is the remnant according to the election of grace.



(3)  If the pivot is large, the nation is preserved by the justice of God from the historical disaster it must face.  If the spin‑off of reversionistic believers is too large, then the nation will be destroyed while the pivot survives the crisis.



(4)  The size of the spin‑off is the index to national disaster.  If the spin‑off is large, then the nation has social and political reform apart from the integrity of God.  The spin‑off is destroyed by historical disaster and the nation is cleansed.



(5)  The pivot is like the eye of the hurricane, it is protected in historical disaster.

b.  From 586 to 516 B.C. the remnant of the southern kingdom were under the seventy years of the “Babylonian Captivity.”  During this period, there were great ministries like that of Daniel and Ezekiel.  In 538 B.C., the edict of Cyrus the Great allowed a small remnant of Jews to return to Israel to rebuild the Temple.  They began in 536 B.C.  However, the project was discontinued until 520 B.C., when under the ministry of Haggai and Zechariah, the rebuilding of the Temple was resumed.  The Temple was completed in 516 B.C.  In 458 B.C., Ezra returned and a back to the Bible movement was begun.  In 445 B.C., Nehemiah returned to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.  In 432 B.C., Malachi prophesied, which ended the Old Testament canon.


c.  When Israel was being disciplined as a client nation from 586-516 B.C., there was no Gentile client nation.  The remnant according to the election of grace went to Gentile client nations as representatives of a non-operational client nation.  The same thing happens during the Tribulation—there is no client nation.  Individual Jews are used by God to evangelize the Gentiles from 586-516 B.C. and during the Tribulation.  The Persian and Chaldean empires were not client nations to God.


d.  The Remnant of the Tribulation.  When Jesus Christ returns to earth at the Second Advent, He is going to be accompanied by the royal family, 1 Thes 3:13; Zech 14:5; Jude 14.  Since this is true, it means that if Jesus Christ is going to deliver believers in Jerusalem and Church Age believers are coming back with Him, there must be a distinction between the two categories of believers.  Therefore, the believers accompanying Him have to be removed earlier.


e.  The divine initiative of antecedent grace is related to the remnant or pivot of mature believers in Rom 11:1-6, “I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?  Definitely not!  For I also am an Israelite, out from the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew.  Or do you not know what the Scripture says about Elijah, when he complained to God about Israel?  ‘Lord, they have killed Your prophets, they have torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life.’  But what is the divine answer to him?  ‘I have kept for Myself seven thousand honorable men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.’  Therefore, in this same way also in this present time, there has come to be  a remnant on the basis of the election from grace.  And if it is because of grace [and it is], it is no longer from the source of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.”


(1)  God has not rejected the Jew.  God has demanded a spiritual birth, so that there is neither Jew nor Gentile.  Paul begins this passage by saying that the physical descent of natural birth is worthless for salvation.  The transmission of divine promises and imputation of divine blessing are made as a result of being born again.  A spiritual birth must take place.  To inherit the unconditional covenants to Israel, the Jew must be born again through faith alone in Christ alone.



(2)  The omniscience of God knew in eternity past all the knowable of history, including the volition of His people, Israel.  God knew each Jewish believer who would live in the Church Age and did not reject them.  No believer, Jew or Gentile, is ever rejected by God.



(3)  Paul now uses Elijah as an illustration.  Elijah was complaining to the supreme court of heaven about the negative volition of Israel.  The northern Kingdom of Israel was about to be destroyed as a client nation to God.  Elijah was involved in arrogant self-absorption by thinking he alone is left as a believer in Israel.



(4)  Elijah said HUPOLEIPW (I am the only one left).  God said to Elijah KATALEIPW (I have kept for Myself).  There were still seven thousand people in the land of Israel who were part of God’s pivot.




(a)  One of the results of the divine initiative is that God always has a remnant of the elect of grace, a pivot of believers in any client nation.  The only reason we are still here as a client nation is because we have invisible heroes, unknown except in heaven.  They are using the spiritual skills to execute the plan of God for the Church.



(b)  The remnant according to the election of grace, i.e., the pivot, shrinks when the arrogant skills replace grace.  Grace and works cannot coexist in the plan of God.  Grace and works are mutually exclusive.  Grace excludes the arrogance skills and the arrogance skills exclude grace.  Where the arrogance skills prevail among believers, the pivot shrinks and the client nation to God is eventually destroyed by the supreme court of heaven.




(c)  As a result of this pivot of mature believers, the client nation of northern Israel would continue for 150 more years (B.C. 871 - B.C. 721).  Elijah and Elisha turned the client nation around.  God continued to bless that nation only because of who and what those believers were.



(5)  In the same way, there is a pivot at the time of Paul’s letter, just as there is a pivot right now in client nation America.  As goes the believer, so goes the client nation.  Our security as a nation does not depend on the decisions of the President, Congress, or any other politician.  Our security depends on the antecedent grace of God directed toward the pivot of mature believers.  The pivot of Israel established precedence for the pivot of mature believers in Gentile client nations to God in the Church Age.



(6)  Grace always has been and always will be the basis for the existence of the pivot of mature believers.  Grace and works cannot coexist in the plan of God.  Grace and works are mutually exclusive.  Grace excludes the arrogance skills (self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption).  When arrogance skills prevail among believers, the pivot shrinks and the client nation is judged by the supreme court of heaven.  Where grace prevails through the function of the spiritual skills, the pivot expands and the client nation to God is blessed by association with those mature believers.  One ounce of legalism or activism destroys grace as the only basis for executing the plan of God, Gal 5:9.
� Louw, J. P. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on semantic domains (electronic edition of the 2nd ed.) (Page 613). New York: United Bible societies.
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