Romans 9:26



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” plus the third person singular future deponent indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “it will be; of phenomena, events, etc. take place, occur, happen, come about.”


The future tense is a predictive future that states what will definitely happen in the future.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; the Lord Jesus Christ producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun TOPOS, which means “in the place.”  This is an idiom, which “is probably to be rendered ‘instead of their being told..., there they shall be called’.”
  This is followed by the adverb of place HOU, meaning “where.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, to tell: it was said.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole what occurred in the past and states it as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the Jews receive the action of being told something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to them” and referring to Jewish unbelievers.
“‘And it shall happen in the place where it was said to them,”

- is the negative OU, meaning “not” with the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun LAOS, meaning “people” and referring to the Jews, with the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Implied, but omitted by ellipsis, is the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”

“‘You [are] not My people’,”

 - is the adverb of place, EKEI, meaning “there, in that place” and referring to the figurative place of what is said about the Jews as the people of God.  Then we have the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “they shall be called, designated.”


The future tense is a predicative future, to indicate what will definitely take place.


The passive voice indicates that the Jewish believers of history receive the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the nominative of appellation from the masculine plural noun HUIOS, meaning “sons” and the possessive genitive masculine singular from the noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.  Finally, we have the genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, which means “to live: living” and is used as an ascriptive participle (the participle is used as an adjective) modifying the noun THEOS.

“in that same place they shall be called, ‘Sons of the Living God.’”

Rom 9:26 corrected translation
“‘And it shall happen in the place where it was said to them, ‘You [are] not My people’, in that same place they shall be called, ‘Sons of the Living God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘And it shall happen in the place where it was said to them,”

a.  This is a word for word quote from the Septuagint version of Hos 1:10, “Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and in the place where it is said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ it will be said to them, ‘You are  the sons of the living God.’”

b.  During the dispensation of the Church Age, the Jews are called by God, “Not My People.”  This is because they are under the fifth cycle of discipline.  This discipline began in August of 70 A.D. with the fall of Jerusalem to the legions of Rome.  The discipline will continue until the Second Advent of Christ.


c.  The future tense of this action indicates sometime after the Church Age, which points directly to the Second Advent of Christ.


d.  The phrase “in the place where” would literally refer to Israel as the location where this event will take place.  But the literal meaning is not as significant to the overall discussion in the context as the fact that instead of being called one thing the Jews are called another thing.  This is why the figurative meaning is the more correct rendering here—it supports the argument of the context.

2.  “‘You [are] not My people’,”

a.  Therefore instead of the Jewish unbelievers of the Jewish Age being called or designated by the term “Not My people” because of their rejection of Christ during the First Advent, the Jewish believers of the Tribulation receive a new name from God because they have believed in Christ and the love God has for them.

b.  The designation “Not My people” was first applied to the northern kingdom of Israel by the prophet Hosea in his warnings to them prior to the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline by Assyria in 721 B.C.


c.  The people of God have always been those who have believed in Jesus Christ as their personal savior.  This is why God always called Himself the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  All three men were believers in Christ.  They had a relationship with God through the person of Jesus Christ.


d.  Therefore, any Jew who rejects Jesus Christ as savior cannot be a part of the people of God.  Unbelievers have never been and will never be the people of God.  Only believers are the people of God.  The only Jews who were a part of the people of God in the Old Testament dispensation were those Jews who believed in Christ.


e.  The racial Jew is not a member of the people of God.  He only receives blessing by association from the true Israel or people of God—those members of the Jewish race who have believed in Christ.

3.  “in that same place they shall be called, ‘Sons of the Living God.’”

a.  In the same place or context in which the Jews of priest nation Israel were called “Not My People” because of their rejection of Christ, they will be called, designated, or given the new name of “Sons of the Living God” because of their faith in Christ as members of God’s client nation.


b.  The “Living God” is the Lord Jesus Christ because He is in resurrection body as the God-Man.  Jesus Christ is the God of Israel and always will be.


c.  Instead of not being the Chosen People under our Lord’s protection as the Jew is during the Church Age, they will be the “Sons of the Living God,” just as Jesus Christ is “the Son of the Living God.”  The title “the Living God” is used for both God the Father and for God the Son throughout Scripture.



(1)  Dt 5:26, “For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?”



(2)  Josh 3:10, “Joshua said, ‘By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will assuredly dispossess from before you the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, the Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite.’”



(3)  1 Sam 17:26, “Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, saying, ‘What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should taunt the armies of the living God?’”



(4)  2 Kg 19:4, “‘Perhaps the Lord your God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, and will rebuke the words which the Lord your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is left.’”



(5)  Ps 42:2, “My soul thirsts for God, for the living God; When shall I come and appear before God?”



(6)  Ps 84:2, “My soul longed and even yearned for the courts of the Lord; My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.”



(7)  Jer 10:10, “But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and the everlasting King. At His wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure His indignation.”



(8)  Jer 23:36, “For you will no longer remember the oracle of the Lord, because every man's own word will become the oracle, and you have perverted the words of the living God, the Lord of hosts, our God.”



(9)  Dan 6:20, “When he had come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a troubled voice. The king spoke and said to Daniel, ‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you constantly serve, been able to deliver you from the lions?’”



(10)  Mt 16:16, “Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’”



(11)  Mt 26:63, “But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest said to Him, ‘I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God.’”



(12)  2 Cor 6:16, “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’”



(13)  1 Tim 4:10, “For it is for this we labor and strive, because we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”



(14)  Heb 3:12, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.”



(15)  Heb 9:14, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”



(16)  Heb 10:31, “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.”



(17)  Heb 12:22, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels.”

4.  Church Age believers are also called the people of God, 2 Cor 6:16, “For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.’”


a.  Related Scripture:



(1)  1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(2)  Ex 19:4-6, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I carried you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself.  Now therefore, if hearing, you will obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine; then you shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation to Me.  These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”



(3)  Dt 7:6, “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”



(4)  Dt 26:18-19, “And the Lord has today declared you to be His people, a people for His own [a treasured] possession, as He promised you; therefore, you are to keep all His commandments; and that He will set you high above all nations which He made, for praise, fame, and honor; and that you shall be a holy people to the Lord your God, as He has spoken.”


b.  Not only does this phrase say that we belong to God, which means our eternal security and blessing, even while living on earth during our Lord’s millennial reign, but it also means that we will do exactly as He desires in all things.


c.  While believers not in resurrection bodies will still have sin natures and commit acts of disobedience to God during His millennial reign, there will be a group of people living on earth with Him who will not—the royal family of God in resurrection bodies.


d.  The Jewish believers on earth during the millennium will be His national people, but the royal family of God will be His spiritual people.


e.  We will be the spiritual representation of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth for all to see.  We will literally be witnesses for Christ for 1000 years in resurrection bodies with no sin nature.  We will execute His will perfectly and bethe final testimony to Satan that the Church is the temple of God.

5.  The fact that regenerate Israel is “My People” is also stated in:


a.  Ex 29:45, “I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God.”


b.  Lev 26:12, “I will also walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My people.”


c.  Jer 31:1, “‘At that time,’ declares the Lord, ‘I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My people.’”


d.  Ezek 37:27, “My dwelling place also will be with them; and I will be their God, and they will be My people.”
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