Romans 9:23



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, which is translated “also,” in which KAI adds something to the discussion and, at the same time, highlights it.  That is, what is added is especially true.  The thought that is added here is raised to prominence.  With this we have the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and translated “in order that.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “to make known, reveal.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PLOUTOS, which means “the riches.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of His glory.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the figurative use of the accusative of place, meaning: “in, on, for, toward of feelings, actions, etc. directed toward a person or thing after words that express belief, trust, hope, Eph 2:7 cf. Rom 9:23”
 plus the neuter plural noun SKEUOS and the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun ELEOS, which means “vessels of mercy.”

“also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy,”

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the neuter plural noun SKEUOS (=vessels) previously mentioned.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PROETOIMAZW, which means “to prepare beforehand” or “to previously prepare.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states the action as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action in eternity past as a part of His divine plan for the ages and entered that plan into His divine decree.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “for the purpose of glory, honor.”

“which He previously prepared for glory,”

Rom 9:23 corrected translation
“also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory,”
Explanation:
1.  “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy,”

a.  The entire sentence so far reads, “Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath, having been prepared (designed) for destruction [Last Judgment], also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy,”

b.  The thought here is that God has endured unbelievers with great patience, and He has also endured them that He might make known or reveal the riches of His glory.


c.  God has a purpose in delaying His judgment of the unbeliever in human history.  God wants to reveal His love.  The glory of God is God’s love for His creatures.


d.  God is love.  It is the greatest thing about God.  It is who and what God is.  God’s love always glorifies Him to the maximum.  That is why when we have reciprocal love for God we glorify God to the maximum.


e.  The greatest revelation of God in human history is the revelation of the love of God.  



(1)  This is the purpose for the existence of man in the angelic conflict.



(2)  God is revealing His love in human history, which Satan has criticized and maligned as not truly existing.  “How can a loving God send me and the other fallen angels to an eternal lake of fire?” is Satan’s great objection that God must prove wrong.



(3)  Therefore, God must demonstrate, reveal, make known the greatness of His love through the greatness of His grace in the person and work of His Son, Jesus Christ, on the cross.  This forever ended Satan’s objection that God does not love His creatures.  The cross settled the issue of the angelic conflict with regard to God’s love.


f.  God is revealing the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, and those vessels of mercy are those who believe in Christ.



(1)  God is revealing all His love to those who believe in Christ.  He reveals only a small part of His love to those who reject it.  We must believe in God’s love for us as demonstrated by the person and work of Christ on the cross before God will reveal all of His love to us.  God does not cast His pearls before swine.



(2)  There are those who do not believe in Christ do not care about God’s love, and therefore, God is not obligated to reveal His love to them.



(3)  God reveals His love to us through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit after we believe in Christ.



(4)  The Holy Spirit allows the unbeliever to glimpse the love of God for a moment through the ministry of common grace in the revelation of the reality of the gospel message to the spiritually brain dead mind of the unbeliever.  However, the great revelation of the full extent of God’s love is only given to the believer, and then only to the believer who diligently searches the word of God to understand all God has revealed about Himself.


g.  Those who have believed in Christ are vessels of mercy because we are the recipients of the grace of God, which is mercy in action.  Eph 3:16-17, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your right lobes through doctrine, when you have been rooted and established with virtue-love.”  God’s love (the riches of His glory) provides the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in our soul, so that we might have that virtue of reciprocal love for God.

2.  “which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory,”

a.  All believers were designed and prepared in eternity past as a part of God’s eternal plan to see God’s glory, understand God’s glory, proclaim God’s glory, and be the recipients of God’s glory.


b.  God prepared us to have blessings in time and eternity which glorify Him.  For example, our resurrection body will be a fantastic manifestation of the love or glory of God, prepared by God beforehand, that we should receive it and thereby glorify Him forever.


c.  God has prepared us in eternity past to have the greatest happiness and capacity for blessing in eternity with Him.  He has done this without our help.  It is all a matter of His love and grace.  We don’t earn it or work for it or deserve it.  We just get to enjoy it.  Rom 8:29-30, “[We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.  And whom He foreordained, these He also elected.  And whom He called these He also justified.  And whom He justified, these He also glorified.”
� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 289). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
3

