Romans 9:19



- is the postpositive inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  With this we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “you will say.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that those reading Paul’s previous line of reasoning here would naturally produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and referring to Paul.

“Therefore, you will say to me,”

- is the interrogative adverb from the pronoun TIS, meaning “Why.”  With this we have the adverb of time ETI, which means “still, yet; nevertheless” to indicate what is contrary to expectation.  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb MEMPHOMAI, which means “to find fault with, blame.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for what always occurs throughout human history.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—God producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“‘Why does He still find fault?”

 - is the postpositive causative use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” in the sense of “Because.”  With this we have the dative of direct object from the neuter singular article and noun BOULĒMA, with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His purpose, intention, will.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ANTHISTĒMI, which means “set against; the forms occurring in our literature have the middle sense: set oneself against, oppose, resist, or withstand.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active tense indicates that the indefinite person produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in simple questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Because who has resisted His purpose?’”
Rom 9:19 corrected translation
“Therefore, you will say to me, ‘Why does He still find fault?  Because who has resisted His purpose?’”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, you will say to me,”

a.  The inferential conclusion Paul reaches is based on his previous statement from Scripture, “He shows mercy on whom He desires, but whom He wishes He hardens.”

b.  Therefore, Paul anticipates what the unbeliever or the believer without doctrine in his soul might say.  Paul quotes what he has heard others ask before, when he has taught these things.


c.  These questions are the questions of those who question the integrity of God.  Negative volition and ignorance always questions the plan, will, purpose, and intention of God.


d.  These questions are not being asked by those who are legitimately seeking information and understanding, but are trying to prove that God is unreasonable, unfair, arbitrary, etc.


e.  So Paul heads off these antagonistic questions by asking them before his opponents have a chance to ask them and give the wrong answers.  Paul will ask them and give the doctrinal answer, so that false doctrine will be shut up forever.

2.  “‘Why does He still find fault?”

a.  This is a satanic question, which Paul has heard time and again throughout his ministry.  The person who asks this may be an unbeliever or a carnal Christian.  It really makes no difference.  The point is that the person asking is antagonistic to God and attempting to throw the blame for what they have decided back on God.


b.  The person asking this question has already made up their mind that they are not responsible for their own decisions and actions.  They are blaming it all on the sovereignty of God.  Their excuse for being sinful, arrogant, hateful, etc. is that God made me this way and who am I to resist His will?  This is not only blasphemy but heresy.


c.  God does not make us sinful.  We make ourselves sinful.  God does not cause us to reject His salvation, His love, or His will.  We do so because we want to do so.  This person ignores the fact that they have a volition and have repeatedly used it to reject the righteous requirements of a holy God.


d.  Instead they blame God for finding fault with them, justifying themselves with the belief that God made them the way they are and they have no ability to change what God has done.


e.  Their self-justifying logic goes like this:



(1)  God is sovereign.



(2)  God made me.



(3)  I am sinful.



(4)  God made me sinful.



(5)  Because God is sovereign and made me sinful, who am I to resist His will, purpose, and intention for my life?



(6)  Since God made me the way I am and I cannot resist His will, why does God find fault with me when I behave the way He created me?


f.  Their logic is terribly flawed.  It makes assumptions that are completely untrue.  It is true that God is sovereign and made each one of us and that we are all sinful.  But it is not true that God made us sinful.  We made ourselves sinful.  This is the fact that Satan has always ignored, and the fact that the person saying this ignores.


g.  It is also not true that a creature cannot resist the will of God.  Satan has certainly resisted the will of God.  The same is true of every unbeliever who refuses to believe in Christ; for God is not willing that any should perish, but many resist the will of God and refuse to believe in Christ.


h.  God did not create any person for the purpose of not believing in Jesus Christ.  Every creature ever created by God was created for the purpose of being loved by God, being provided for by God, and in the case of human beings, being saved from their sinfulness.  This has always been and will always be God’s intention and purpose in human history.

3.  “Because who has resisted His purpose [intention]?’”

a.  The antagonist of God continues with his self-justification by asking another erroneous question.  The answer to this question the antagonist believes is true is that no one has ever resisted the will, purpose, or intention of God.  Yet, everyone who does not believe in Christ resists the purpose and intention of the will of God.


b.  The true answer to this question is that those who reject the love of God resist the purpose and intention of God in human history.  Every person who refuses to believe in Christ has resisted the purpose and intention of God.  Satan and one third of the angelic creation have resisted the purpose and intention of God.  But Satan, the fallen angels, all unbelievers, and believers in perpetual carnality believe that no one can resist the will of God.


c.  God has given creatures a free will, which means that they do have the ability to resist His will.  If free will isn’t free, then no one can resist the will of God.  But mankind has a “free” will and therefore certainly can resist the will of God.  However, even though the unbeliever may resist the will of God, he cannot prevail against the will the God.  2 Chr 20:6, “And he said, ‘O Lord, the God of our fathers, are You not God in the heavens?  And are You not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations?  Power and might are in Your hand so that no one can stand against You.’”


d.  None of us has the right to question the will of God or authority of God, just as Scripture says:



(1)  Job 9:12, “Were He to snatch away, who could restrain Him? Who could say to Him, ‘What are You doing?’”



(2)  Dan 4:35, “All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’”


e.  Man has a free will and can resist the will of God.  God also has a free will and can do what He wants.  God has the right to question and judge the actions and decisions of the free will of man, but man does not have the right to question and judge the actions and decisions of our righteous, loving, perfect, and Almighty God.
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