Romans 9:15



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For instance; For example; For.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and proper noun MWUSĒS, which means “to Moses.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak, communicate, tell,” and many other meanings depending on the context.


The present tense is a historical present, in which the writer imagines that he and his readers are present and witnessing a past event.  Therefore, he narrates the event in the present tense as though they were seeing the event live before their eyes.  This is done for vividness and dramatic effect.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of speaking to Moses.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the first person singular future active indicative from the verb ELEEW, which means “to have mercy or pity on someone; used absolutely it means to feel pity, be merciful, show mercy to someone, help someone.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  With this we have the untranslatable particle AN, which was used by the Greeks to add the concept of possibility or uncertainty, and thus making the relative pronoun an indefinite pronoun.  Together these words are translated “whomever.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb ELEEW again, meaning “to show mercy.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with the indefinite particle AN and the relative pronoun to introduce a third class condition probable future relative clause.
“For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy,”

 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the first person singular future active indicative from the verb OIKTIRW, which means “to have compassion on someone (Ex 33:19).”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative indicative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  With this we have the untranslatable particle AN, which was used by the Greeks to add the concept of possibility or uncertainty, and thus making the relative pronoun an indefinite pronoun.  Together these words are translated “whomever.”

Finally, we have the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb OIKTIRW, which means “to show compassion.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with the indefinite particle AN and the relative pronoun to introduce a third class condition probable future relative clause.

“‘and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’”

Rom 9:15 corrected translation
“For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’”

Explanation:
1.  “For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy,”


a.  Paul continues with an example to further illustrate his point that God has the right to love whomever He wants and to reject those who reject His love.


b.  Paul takes his illustration from a statement made by the Lord Jesus Christ to Moses in Ex 33:19, which says, “And He said, ‘I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion.’”  This is word for word from the Septuagint, which is an accurate translation of the Hebrew Masoretic text.


c.  Mercy is the divine policy of God of being gracious to those who do not deserve it, cannot earn it, and won’t work for it.


d.  Mercy is the grace of God in action, providing salvation for the entire human race.


e.  Mercy is provided by God for all men, but is only applied to those who believe in Christ.



(1)  1 Tim 1:13, “even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief;”



(2)  1 Tim 1:16, “Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”


f.  Mercy is the expression of God’s unconditional love for all, providing everything we need from salvation to the eternal blessings and rewards of the eternal state, Eph 2:4, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us;” Rom 11:32, “For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.”

g.  Mercy is a function of the forgiveness of God, Dt 13:17, “Nothing from that which is put under the ban shall cling to your hand, in order that the Lord may turn from His burning anger and show mercy to you, and have compassion on you and make you increase, just as He has sworn to your fathers.”


h.  When the Lord is merciful it includes the Lord restoring blessing to those under His discipline.



(1)  Jer 31:20, “‘Is Ephraim My dear son? Is he a delightful child? Indeed, as often as I have spoken against him, I certainly still remember him; Therefore My heart yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him,’ declares the Lord.”



(2)  Jer 33:26, “‘Then I would reject the descendants of Jacob and David My servant, not taking from his descendants rulers over the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But I will restore their fortunes and will have mercy on them.’”



(3)  Ezek 39:25, “Therefore thus says the Lord God, ‘Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for My holy name.’”



(4)  Hab 3:2, “Lord, I have heard the report about You and I fear. O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years, In the midst of the years make it known; In wrath remember mercy.”


i.  Being merciful means doing something to help others: Mt 9:27, “As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, ‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!’”  Cf. Mt 15:22; 17:15; 18:33; 20:30-31; Mk 5:19, “And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go home to your people and report to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on you.’”


j.  God is merciful to the believer in fellowship with Him, Heb 4:16, “Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”


k.  God will judge the unbeliever based upon their mercy toward others, Jam 2:13, “For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.”


l.  The mercy of God is the basis for our so-great salvation:



(1)  Tit 3:5, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”



(2)  1 Pet 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

m.  The mercy of God will be demonstrated in the future to every member of the royal family of God, when we receive our resurrection bodies, Jude 1:21, “guard yourselves by means of virtue-love for God, as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life.”
2.  “and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’”

a.  God also has compassion on whomever He wants to have compassion.  The compassion of God provides logistical grace blessings on all believers, both winners and losers, both spiritual and carnal.


b.  God has a right to be compassionate on whomever He wills because He does so from His virtue, honor, and integrity love for all mankind.


c.  Therefore, since God will have compassion on the unbeliever, how much more will He have compassion on the believer?


d.  The compassion of God:



(1)  Removes divine discipline and restores blessing to the believer, Dt 30:3, “Then the Lord your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.”



(2)  Is a part of the forgiveness of God:




(a)  2 Chr 30:9, “For if you return to the Lord, your brothers and your sons will find compassion before those who led them captive and will return to this land. For the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate, and will not turn His face away from you if you return to Him.”




(b)  Ps 51:1, “Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness; according to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions.”




(c)  Prov 28:13, “He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, But he who confesses and forsakes them will find compassion.”


(3)  Rescues the believer:




(a)  Neh 9:28, “But as soon as they had rest, they did evil again before You; therefore You abandoned them to the hand of their enemies, so that they ruled over them. When they cried again to You, You heard from heaven, and many times You rescued them according to Your compassion.”




(b)  Neh 9:31, “Nevertheless, in Your great compassion You did not make an end of them or forsake them, For You are a gracious and compassionate God.”


e.  There never has been a time when God has not been compassionate, Ps 25:6, “Remember, O Lord, Your compassion and Your lovingkindnesses, For they have been from of old.”


f.  The compassion of God protects and blesses the believer, Ps 40:11, “You, O Lord, will not withhold Your compassion from me; Your lovingkindness and Your truth will continually preserve me.”

g.  The compassion of the Lord is related to His restoration of the believer to fellowship with Him, Isa 14:1, “When the Lord will have compassion on Jacob and again choose Israel, and settle them in their own land, then strangers will join them and attach themselves to the house of Jacob.”


h.  God’s attitude of compassion is summed up in Isa 30:18, “Therefore the Lord longs to be gracious to you, and therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; how blessed are all those who long for Him.”


i.  God has compassion on the unbeliever, Jonah 4:11, “Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the great city in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the difference between their right and left hand [children], as well as many animals?”


j.  God requires that believers be compassionate:



(1)  Mt 9:13, “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”



(2)  Mt 12:7, “But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not a sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the innocent.”



(3)  Col 3:12, “So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”

k.  Our Lord felt compassion for people, both believers and unbelievers many times and under many different circumstances during His incarnation:



(1)  Mt 9:36, “Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd.”



(2)  Mt 14:14, “When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick.”



(3)  Mt 15:32; 20:34; Mk 1:41; 6:34; 8:2; Lk 7:13; 10:33.


l.  The compassion and mercy of God are two of the greatest blessings we will ever receive from God, Jam 5:11, “We count those blessed who endured.  You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.”
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