Romans 9:13



- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “Just as” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “it stands written.”


The perfect tense is a gnomic perfect, which states a perfect condition or state that stands forever as an absolute.


The passive voice indicates that the Old Testament receives the action of being written in the Old Testament Scripture.


The indicative mood is declarative for an absolute fact.

“Just as it stands written,”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that” plus the proper noun IAKWB, transliterated as “Jacob.”  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, its end, its progress, or its result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ (see the context of Mal 1:1-4) produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I love that Jacob,”

 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article used as a demonstrative pronoun and the proper name ESAU, meaning “that Esau.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate, detest, abhor.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, its end, its progress, or its result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ (see Mal 1:1-4) produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but I hate that Esau.”

Rom 9:13 corrected translation
“Just as it stands written, ‘I love that Jacob, but I hate that Esau.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Just as it stands written,”

a.  Paul continues with a quotation from the Old Testament to further prove his point that the physical descendants [racial Jews] [are] not the children of God, but the children of the promise are considered as seed.


b.  This quoted from the Septuagint translation of the Hebrew of Mal 1:2-3, “‘I have loved you,’ says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have You loved us?’ ‘Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?’ declares the Lord. ‘Yet I have loved Jacob; but I have hated Esau, and I have made his mountains a desolation and appointed his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.’”

2.  “‘I love that Jacob, but I hate that Esau.’”


a.  Both the word “love” and the word “hate” in these passages are anthropopathisms.  An anthropopathism is a human thought, feeling, emotion, or reaction attributed to God, which He does not actually possess, but is used so the human frame of reference can understand the thinking, attitude, or policy of infinite God.


b.  God uses human language, thought, idiom, and concepts to communicate to man, so that man will understand what God is doing and why He is doing what He is doing.  When God uses our language and concepts to explain Himself to us, that does not mean that God has the human attitudes or attributes that He uses in His communication.


c.  God’s love for Jacob is representative of God’s personal love for everyone who believes in Christ.  God’s hatred for Esau is representative of God’s attitude toward everyone who rejects Jesus Christ as their Savior and stands upon their own personal worth and value instead.


d.  This is saying the same thing as “God makes war against the arrogant but gives grace to the humble.”  Esau was so arrogant he never believed he needed to believe in Christ for salvation; he was good enough to be accepted by God the way he was.  His father accepted him totally, why shouldn’t God.  Jacob on the other hand was a lying, sneaking, thief and con man.  He knew he wasn’t worthy of anything from God.   Therefore, he had enough sense to be totally dependent upon the grace of God for eternal salvation.  Therein lays the difference between the basic attitude of each man and God’s attitude toward them as a result.


e.  God loved Jacob unconditionally prior to his salvation just as much as God loved Esau unconditionally throughout his entire life.  But God also loved Jacob personally because Jacob believed in Christ and received the imputation of God the Father’s righteousness.


f.  God never hated Esau, for God does not have emotion, nor can God sin.


g.  However, God will always reject those who reject the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, even though “God loved the world so much that He gave His uniquely-born Son that whosoever would believe in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”


h.  This is also a statement of God’s eternal attitude in the divine decrees concerning any human being that had the same attitude as Esau about Jesus Christ and eternal life.  God has no use for these people.  He never has and He never will.  Using our language to understand the function of the righteousness and justice of God toward unbelievers, we might say that He totally despises, rejects, and hates everything about those who reject Jesus Christ.  How could His perfect righteousness and justice do any less?
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