Romans 9:12



- is the negative adverb OUK, which means “not” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter plural noun ERGON, meaning “from works, deeds, achievements, production.”  Then we have the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the articular genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb KALEW, which means “from the One who or Him who calls/elects/chooses,” used in the technical sense of election.


The article is used as a relative pronoun “Who” and refers to God the Father.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple expression of undefined action in the present time without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of electing or selecting certain persons in eternity past to be the recipients of His grace blessings and salvation based upon His foreknowledge of how their volition would function at any given moment in human history.


The participle is circumstantial.

“not from works, but from Him Who chooses,”

- is the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak: it was said.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that Rebecca received the action of having something said to her.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to her.”  This is followed by the use of the conjunction HOTI as quotation marks introducing direct discourse.

“it was said to her,”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and the comparative adjective MEGAS, used as a substantive and meaning “larger, greater,” and refers to Esau, who represents the nation of Edom.  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to serve, be subject to, or obey.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will happen.


The active voice indicates that Esau and his descendants will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the dative of direct object (some verbs have a root idea which is so closely related to that of the dative they take their direct object in the dative) from the masculine singular article and the comparative adjective ELASSWN, which means “the smaller, inferior,” and refers to Jacob, who represents the nation of Israel.

“‘The greater [Esau = Edom] will be subservient to the smaller [Jacob = Israel]’.”

Rom 9:12 corrected translation
“not from works, but from Him Who chooses, it was said to her, ‘The greater [Esau = Edom] will be subservient to the smaller [Jacob = Israel]’.”
Explanation:
1.  “not from works, but from Him Who chooses,”

a.  The entire sentence reads “And not only [the previous case history], but also Rebecca, when she became pregnant [had sex] from one man, Isaac our forefather; for though having not yet been born, and though having not accomplished anything good or evil, in order that the purpose of the choice of God might remain, not from works, but from Him Who chooses, it was said to her, ‘The greater [Esau] will be subservient to the smaller [Jacob]’.”

b.  This phrase is really connected with the previous verse, which is why you will find it listed in that verse in many translations.


c.  So the thought here is: In order that God’s purpose or predetermined plan of election or God’s choice might continue to be fulfilled in human history as He designed it in eternity past, Jesus Christ declared to Rebecca that Esau, the greater nation would serve or be subject to the smaller of the two nations—Israel.  This prophecy is fulfilled in the millennial reign of Christ.

d.  The point being emphasized in this phrase is that God’s plan of election or His choice is never based upon works.  Esau tried to work for his eternal blessing and heritage by being the kind of son his father always wanted.  Esau thought he could please God by being right with his father.  He was a manly man and a manly son of whom his father could be proud.


e.  But Esau had no relationship with God through the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was not interested in the spiritual heritage of his grandfather Abraham or his father Isaac.  He just wanted to be well thought of by other men, especially his father.


f.  Isaac certainly loved Esau, and wanted to bless him in spite of his rejection of Jesus Christ as Savior.  In this Isaac was terribly wrong.


g.  Esau wanted to be blessed based upon his human works of right relationship with his father.  But that is never the means of salvation or the spiritual heritage of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, God permitted Esau to be cheated out of his birthright and his father’s prophecy of blessing, in order that His plan for human history based upon His choice of privilege by faith alone in Christ alone might prevail.


h.  God chose Jacob in eternity past for the great spiritual heritage and blessings which he received because Jacob believed in Christ and wanted the spiritual heritage of his grandfather and father.


i.  The purpose of God in selecting and choosing certain members of the human race to have blessing in time and eternity will continue throughout human history, and will always be based upon faith in Christ and never on human merit, achievement, works, or ability.

2.  “it was said to her,”

a.  Therefore, because of the principle of the election or choice of God that only those who believe in Christ will receive blessing from God, Rebecca received a summary of this principle in a statement made to her.


b.  Why wasn’t the statement made to Isaac?



(1)  God knew that Isaac would favor his eldest son, no matter what he did.  Isaac wasn’t going to be objective in this matter.  Isaac was going to bless Esau whether he was a believer or not.



(2)  But Rebecca was willing to listen.  She was the one with objectivity and the one wanting to know from God why these two boys were struggling in her womb.



(3)  Because this statement was made to her, she probably felt justifying in helping her son Jacob cheat Esau out of the blessing that would normally go to the eldest son.  This does not excuse her actions to conspire to deceive her husband.  That was definitely wrong.  She should have put the matter in the Lord’s hands and let Him deal with it.  She had a promise from God to hang her faith on, but didn’t believe the promise which follows.



(4)  She may have felt she was doing the will of God by helping her son deceive Isaac, but God does not need us to sin in order to fulfill His will or plan.

3.  “‘The greater [Esau = Edom] will be subservient to the smaller [Jacob = Israel]’.”

a.  The older brother is Esau; he was the first one out of the womb.  The younger brother is Jacob, who was holding on to Esau’s heel, trying to stop him from coming out of the womb first.  There has always been and will always be an intense rivalry between Jacob and Esau.  This is why there will always be fighting and antagonism between the Jews and the Arabs until the Second Advent of Christ.


b.  The name given to Esau as an unbeliever was Edom.  He is the source of the Edomites.


c.  “Esau’s name (“hirsute”) was given because of the presence of hair on his body at birth (25:25), and also because of his reddish appearance at delivery, from which his other designation, Edom or “red,” was derived, in conjunction with the episode involving the lentil soup (25:30).  Later Edomite peoples claimed Esau as their ancestor, and the name Seir, designating Edomite territory, may have been intended to preserve the memory of his name (sāîr—‘hairy’).”


d.  “Historically the relationship between the Israelites and the Edomites followed the lines forecast by Isaac. In the time of David the Edomites were subjugated to the Israelites (2 Sam 8:11–14; 1 Chr 18:13) and remained under their control until the time of Jehoram of Judah (2 Kg 8:20–22; 2 Chr 21:8–10). They rebelled ca. 845 b.c. and sacked Ezion-geber, becoming independent of Judah for a generation. They were reconquered under Amaziah (796–767 b.c.), but in 735 b.c. the Edomites regained their freedom, and never again came under the control of Judah.”
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