Romans 9:1



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the truth” and used technically for the truth of the word of God, hence, Bible doctrine.  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, to speak, or to tell.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in the sphere of Christ.”

“I am telling the truth in Christ;”

- is the absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PSEUDOMAI, which means “to lie, to try to deceive someone.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“I am not lying,”

 - is the genitive absolute, which involves the use of a noun or a pronoun and a participle, both of which are in the genitive case, and neither of which has any grammatical relationship to the main clause.  The noun in the genitive produces the action expressed by the participle and in English translation could be looked upon as its subject, but it is different from the subject of the main verb.  Therefore, the noun or pronoun in the genitive and the participle in the genitive stand apart from the remainder of the sentence.  They are absolute.  First we have the genitive feminine singular present active participle from the verb SUMMARTUREW, which means “to testify with, to bear witness with, to confirm, to testify in support of.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul’s conscience is producing the action.


The participle functions as a finite verb in the genitive absolute construction.

With this we have the instrumental of association from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me.”  Then we have the genitive absolute from the feminine singular article and noun SUNEIDĒSIS, which means “conscience” plus the first person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” and functioning as the subject of the participle in the genitive.  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “in the sphere of the Holy Spirit.”

“my conscience bearing witness with me in the Holy Spirit,”

Rom 9:1 corrected translation
“I am telling the truth in Christ; I am not lying, my conscience bearing witness with me in the Holy Spirit,”
Explanation:
1.  “I am telling the truth in Christ;”

a.  Paul transitions to a new subject, but does it in a completely different way than his normal practice.  When he is writing continuously, he normally uses transitional particles like GAR, DE, etc.  But he doesn’t use any transitional particle here.  This gives the impression that Paul took a break from his continuous discourse from the beginning of the epistle up through chapter 8, and then had to stop and rest for a while.


b.  So when he starts the letter again he dives right into his new subject with a declarative statement that he is going to tell the truth, he is going to teach the Romans some more doctrine.


c.  Paul is about to make a dramatic statement concerning his own mental state (which we will see in the next verse), but he wants to make sure that the Romans understand that he is doing so as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, who is in a right relationship with Christ and is in fellowship with Christ.

2.  “I am not lying,”

a.  Paul is going to tell us in the next verse, which is the last half of this sentence (again the verse break is in the wrong place) that he has a tremendous mental anguish, sorrow, and grief because of the negative volition of the Jews.


b.  It is very important to him that his readers understand that he is not lying about his feelings and thoughts on this subject.  He is not pretending, trying to deceive anyone, or making a hypothetical case to prove a point.  He is stating the absolute, dogmatic truth about how he feels about Israel and those he has been a part of from his birth.


c.  This is an important point for him to make because Paul was a Roman citizen, writing to Roman citizens in Rome.  At the time of writing there had already been some problems in Rome between the government and the Jews, and things would be disastrous in the near future with the persecutions of Nero.


d.  So Paul wants to deal with the doctrine of the relationship of the Church Age believer to the Jew, and he wants to do so in an honest and objective manner, even though he has the most passionate feelings on the subject.  Therefore, these first two statements by Paul are really statements of his objectivity with regard to a highly emotional issue.  This raises the issue of some principles regarding objectivity.



(1)  Objective reality is the function of the believer in the spiritual life, in contrast to subjective reality, which is the believer living in the cosmic system.



(2)  Objective reality is God's plan for the royal family in the spiritual life.



(3)  Objective reality begins by making Bible doctrine number one in our scale of values.



(4)  Categorical doctrine is objective reality, while the Satanic system of thought, as found in the cosmic systems of Satan, is subjective reality—the arrogance of preoccupation with self.



(5)  Objective reality is the mode of thinking of the spiritual life.



(6)  Objective reality is the production of virtue, happiness, spiritual growth, the attainment of spiritual maturity, and the glorification of the Lord.  Without objective reality, we are our own worst enemy.



(7)  Subjective reality is the result of the believer living in the cosmic system and becoming involved in the various stages of reversionism.  Objective reality is the result of the believer living in the spiritual life and advancing to the spiritual maturity of the spiritual life.



(8)   Subjective reality involves mental attitude sins, the thinking of human good and evil, and the function of Christian degeneracy and reversionism.



(9)  Virtue versus Ethics.




(a)  In the Church Age, God has provided a standard for virtue, which is Bible doctrine, plus the environment for the development of virtue inside the spiritual life.  Ethics is a relative system from satanic thinking.  The spiritual life accomplishes what ethics can never achieve: both an environment and a manufacturing of virtue.




(b)  Relative standards applied to interaction result in human conflict between two people or two organizations, in which one category calls it right and the other category calls it wrong.




(c)  The validity of ethics depends upon establishing an absolute standard from infinite and eternal God.




(d)  In ethics, an individual's norms and standards function in the human conscience to approve or disapprove, and he assumes that such individual function is objective reality.  Divergence of ethical opinion in the human race implies variation in standards, norms, ethics, and a system of relativity in standards which results in subjective reality.




(e)  Subjective reality is the hypocrisy of the cosmic system, establishing under the title of ethics its false virtues in the field of altruism and human good, resulting in the justification of sin, human good, and evil.

3.  “my conscience bearing witness with me in the Holy Spirit,”

a.  As a good Roman citizen who understood the value of the law and correct testimony in court, Paul has two witnesses to make his case—his own conscience and the Holy Spirit.


b.  The courtroom is human history and Paul is on the witness stand before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  His testimony is his true and objective feelings and thoughts concerning the nation Israel and the Jews as a people.


c.  Not only does Paul’s own conscience tell him how he honestly feels regarding his own people, but God the Holy Spirit also tells him that what he thinks and feels on this subject is honest, truthful, and correct doctrinally.


d.  Paul is not out of fellowship with God when he thinks about this subject and has these feelings for the Jews.  This is not sloppy, slobbering emotionalism, but a genuine feeling of concern, mental pain, grief, and sorrow for the attitude of his fellow-countrymen toward the Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  We have a legitimate right to grieve over the mistakes of others with regard to their attitude toward Christ and Bible doctrine, but our grief and sorrow must remain tempered by objectivity and not get drawn into the subjectivity of self-pity and the emotional begging for those we love to change their mind.  We have no right to put this kind of emotional pressure on anyone.


f.  The conscience is one of the seven compartments of the stream of consciousness.  It is where our doctrinal norms and standards or values reside and function in our soul.  Paul had a clear conscience with regard to his attitude toward the Jews.  He did not hate them because they rejected the Lord Jesus Christ.  Instead he was in terrible anguish and grief at their blindness to the truth, blackout of the soul, and hardness of heart.
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