Romans 8:9



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However, Yet” and contrasting the believer under the control of the sin nature who is not able to please God with the believer in fellowship with God.  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Roman believers.  With this we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the believer under the authority or control of the Holy Spirit produces the action of not being under the control or authority of the sin nature.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “in the flesh” and referring to being under the authority of the sin nature as in the last verse.  (See the detailed explanation in the previous verse.)  This is followed by the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, used in the same way as the opposing , meaning “under the authority of the Spirit.”

“However you are not under the authority of the flesh but under the authority of the Spirit,”
- is the conditional conjunction EIPER, which is a strengthened form of the simple conditional participle EI.  It means “if indeed, if after all, since Rom 3:30; 8:9, 17; 2 Thes 1:6.”
  This conditional particle strengthens the truthfulness of this first class condition, and should be translated “since after all,” which brings out this first class condition as an absolute condition of fact.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb OIKEW, which means “to live, to dwell.”


The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present, which describes the action as having begun in the past and continuing into the present.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of living or dwelling in the Church Age believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of assumed fact.
This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you” and referring to the indwelling of God the Holy Spirit in the Church Age believer.

“since after all the Spirit of God dwells in you.”

- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “from Christ.”  This is followed by the strong negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is not going on.


The active voice indicates that certain people produce the action of not having the Holy Spirit living in them because they have not believed in Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ [the unbeliever],”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this one” or “that person.”  Then we have the dogmatic negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action of not belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” in the sense of “belonging to Him: belong to Him.”

“this person does not belong to Him.”
Rom 8:9 corrected translation
“However you are not under the authority of the flesh but under the authority of the Spirit, since after all the Spirit of God dwells in you.  But if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ, this person does not belong to Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “However you are not under the authority of the flesh [the sin nature] but under the authority of the Spirit,”

a.  Paul continues by contrasting the believer under the control of the sin nature, who is not able to please God, with the believer in fellowship with God, who is able to please God.


b.  Paul goes back to the principle he has already established that the believer is not under the power, control, or authority of the sin nature.



(1)  Rom 6:2, “We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live with it?”



(2)  Rom 6:6-7, “Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature.  For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.”



(3)  Rom 6:11-14, “So also you yourselves consider yourselves dead on the one hand with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to God in association with Christ Jesus.  Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, with the result that you obey its desires (trends).  And stop causing your members to serve as instruments of wrongdoing for the benefit of the sin nature, but place yourselves at God’s disposal as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness for the benefit of God.  For the sin nature will not control you; because you are not under law but under grace.”



(4)  Rom 6:18, “And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”



(5)  Rom 6:22, “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”



(6)  Rom 8:2, “For the principle from the Spirit of Life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and the [spiritual] death.”


c.  The believer is under the authority, power, and control of the Holy Spirit as of the moment of salvation.  This is called being “filled with the Spirit” by the Scripture, Eph 5:18, and it is commanded in this passage.


d.  Since we are commanded to be filled with the Spirit, the implication is that as believers there can be times when we are not filled with the Spirit.  Those times occur when we commit personal sin and are therefore out of fellowship with God.


e.  We are restored to fellowship with God and being filled with the Spirit or under His control, power, and authority when we use the recovery procedure God the Father has provided for us as described in 1 Jn 1:9.


f.  Therefore, the believer is under the authority of God the Holy Spirit from the moment of salvation until he or she commits a personal sin.  Then they remain under the power and authority of the sin nature until they use the recovery procedure of acknowledging their sin or sins to God the Father.  This puts them back under the authority of the Holy Spirit until they sin again.


g.  In order to commit a personal sin, we have to reject the power and authority of God the Holy Spirit.

2.  “since after all the Spirit of God dwells in you.”

a.  We are under the authority of God the Holy Spirit since the Holy Spirit dwells in us as of the moment of salvation, 1 Cor 6:19‑20, 3:16.


b.  The purpose of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is to provide a temple in the body of every Church Age believer for the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory and the indwelling of God the Father.


c.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is also a sign of the royal family status.  In the Millennium, all believers are filled with by the Holy Spirit, but no millennial believer is indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  There was no indwelling of the Holy Spirit until the Church Age.  Believers in the Old Testament were empowered by the Holy Spirit at times.


d.  While no believers are indwelt by the Holy Spirit in other dispensations, all believers are indwelt with the Holy Spirit in the Church Age.


e.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of every believer, but only controls the soul of the believer under the title “filling or influence of the Holy Spirit” or “walking in the Spirit.”


f.  It is important to distinguish between the indwelling of the Holy Spirit which is permanent, and the filling of the Holy Spirit which is temporary, depending on the use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  When we sin we lose the filling of the Holy Spirit, but not the indwelling of the Spirit.


g.  The Holy Spirit indwells the body of the believer because the old sin nature lives in the body of the believer.  However, the actual use of divine power from the indwelling of the Spirit depends on the filling of the Holy Spirit rather than the indwelling of the Spirit.  The indwelling is not operational apart from the filling.


h.  The believer must learn to distinguish between the indwelling of Holy Spirit and the filling of the Holy Spirit.  It is the filling of the Holy Spirit by which we deploy the problem solving devices of the plan of God.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is the first power option of the spiritual life and without this divine power it is impossible to execute the unique spiritual life of the Church.  Without the filling of the Holy Spirit there is no spiritual life.  A perfect plan demands perfect power for its fulfillment.  The Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life and demands a supernatural means of execution, which means anything the unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life.


i.  The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit are not synonymous terms.



(1)  While the indwelling of Holy Spirit emphasizes the body, the filling of the Holy Spirit emphasizes the believer’s soul.  Therefore, the sphere of indwelling is always stated as the body of the believer, 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19‑20.  Your body is the sacred building of the Church Age.  This indwelling makes it impossible for demon possession to occur.



(2)  While both the indwelling and filling are absolutes (they cooperate with each other and are not antithetical), they are different types of absolutes.




(a)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is an irrevocable absolute.




(b)  The filling of the Holy Spirit is a revocable absolute through carnality.  But the indwelling and filling are cooperating absolutes when we are filled with the Spirit.




(c)  When the Holy Spirit controls the soul, the believer is said to be filled with the Spirit.  But when the sin nature controls the soul, the believer is said to be carnal—both grieving and squelching the Holy Spirit




(d)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is both permanent and irrevocable whether the believer is carnal or spiritual, winner believer or loser believer.




(e)  The filling of the Spirit is temporary, depending on whether the believer is spiritual or carnal.




(f)  The filling of the Spirit is related to the believer’s soul.  When the sin nature controls the believer’s soul, he or she sins.




(g)  The purpose of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is to provide a temple in the believer’s body for the indwelling of Christ as the Shekinah Glory.  The purpose of the filling of the Spirit is to provide the enabling power for the execution of the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.




(h)  Therefore, the indwelling of the Spirit is permanent, while the filling of the Spirit is temporary, depending upon consistency in using the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9.



(3)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is permanent whether the believer is spiritual or carnal, therefore, it is non-experiential.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is temporary, depending on the experiential status of the believer.



(4)  The filling of the Spirit is mandated by God, Eph 5:18, but the indwelling of the Spirit is stated by God as a fact, 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20.  Therefore, the indwelling of the Spirit is a permanent status quo in time.



(5)  Both power options in the spiritual life (the power of the Holy Spirit and the power of Bible doctrine in your soul) depend upon the filling of the Holy Spirit.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a temple in the body.  The filling of the Spirit is the triumph of the soul.


j.  Additional nomenclature related to the Spirit.



(1)  We are commanded to “grieve not the Spirit,” Eph 4:30, which occurs when we enter the satanic cosmic system.



(2)  We are commanded to “quench not the Spirit,” 1 Thes 5:19, which occurs when we enter the satanic cosmic system.



(3)  We are never commanded to be indwelt by the Spirit (this always exists), but to “be filled with the Spirit,” Eph 5:18, or to be “walking in the Spirit,” Gal 5:16.


k.  Personal judgment decisions, like how much you eat, drink or smoke, have nothing to do with the filling of the Holy Spirit.  Overindulgence in these things is sin, but moderation in their consumption is not sinful.


l.  The prior indwelling of the old sin nature from physical birth and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit from the new birth result in a great inner conflict.



(1)  The inner conflict is portrayed in Rom 8:2‑8 and Gal 5:16-26. The old sin nature has a head start at birth.  It is only overcome by positive attitude to doctrine, especially the doctrine of rebound.



(2)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the principle of victory over the old sin nature, while the filling of the Holy Spirit is the function of victory over the old sin nature.



(3)  Therefore, emphasis is placed on the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which divorces the believer from the power of the old sin nature and marries the believer to a second husband with a new way of life.  It further provides a new marriage counselor for the new life in God the Holy Spirit.  


m.  The primary objective of the indwelling of Holy Spirit is to provide a temple in your body for the indwelling of the other two members of the Trinity.  This provides motivation for the attainment of spiritual objectives.



(1)  Advance to maturity and glorification of Christ is accomplished through the filling of the Spirit and perception of doctrine.



(2)  Perception of doctrine is related to the teaching ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit, Jn 14:26.  The Holy Spirit provided accuracy of recall for the writing of Scripture, Jn 16:12‑15 cf. 1 Cor 2:9‑16 and 1 Jn 2:27.


n.  Anointing or unction is a synonym for the indwelling of Holy Spirit, 1 Jn 2:20, 27.   Anointing appoints us royal ambassadors for Christ.


o.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ are both permanent.  The reversionistic believer does not benefit from the indwelling of Jesus Christ, 2 Cor 13:5; Rev 3:20.

3.  “But if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ [unbeliever], this person does not belong to Him.”

a.  In contrast to the believer, the unbeliever does not have the Spirit from Christ.  The word “anyone” here refers to any member of the human race regardless of gender, race, age, color, mentality, social standing, or any other category by which people may be distinguished from each other.


b.  There are definitely people that do not have God the Holy Spirit indwelling them, empowering them, or teaching them.  These people do not belong to Christ.  They are unbelievers, and no unbeliever belongs to Christ.  They belong to Satan.



(1)  The fact unbelievers belong to Satan was clearly stated by our Lord to a group of unbelievers, when He said in Jn 8:44, “You [are of] belong to [genitive of possession, just as we have in our verse Rom 8:9, meaning belong to] your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”



(2)  The moment we believe in Christ, we belong to Christ.  Because we belong to Christ, our Lord sends the Holy Spirit to indwell us, to fill us with His power, and to teach us all things regarding our spiritual life.  But the unbeliever receives none of this because he does not belong to Christ.


c.  Since the unbeliever does not have the Spirit from Christ, he or she belongs to Satan, is still under the authority of the flesh, and is not able to please God.


d.  Having God the Holy Spirit indwelling us is the sign that we not only belong to Christ, but also that we are royal ambassadors for Christ and belong to Him forever.  Having the Spirit from Christ is a major part of our eternal security.  Once you belong to Christ, you will always belong to Christ because there is nothing you can do to lose the indwelling of the Spirit.

� Arndt, W. (1979; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 220). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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