Romans 8:8



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover” plus the nominative masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and literally means “the ones who,” but in English is translated as a demonstrative/relative combination “those who are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that any human being in this state or condition produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “in the flesh” and referring to being under the authority of the sin nature.  The preposition EN is used “especially in Paul or John to indicate the scope within which something takes place or has taken place.  The use of EN PNEUMATI as a formulaic expression is similar: be under the impulsion (force, momentum) of the spirit, i.e., the new self, as opposed to EN SARKI under the domination of the old self Rom 8:9; cf. EN NOMW Rom 2:12;  speak under divine inspiration 1 Cor 12:3.  The expression ‘to be in the Spirit’ is also used to express the idea that someone is under the special influence of the spirit, even a demonic spirit: Mt 22:43; Mk 12:36; Lk 2:27; 1 Cor 12:3; Rev 17:3; 21:10.  Compare to be in the power of the evil one 1 Jn 5:19. HOI EN NOMWI those who are subject to the law Rom 3:19.”

“Moreover those who are under the authority of the flesh”

 - is the dative of direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb ARESKW, which means “to please” someone.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that those under the control of the sin nature produce the action of not being able to please God.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which occurs with certain verbs which cannot take a direct object as such but which require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

Then we have the strong, absolute negative adverb OU, meaning “not” with the third person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a universal truth that does not change.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—the person under the power and authority of the sin nature not being able to produce the action of pleasing God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“are not able to please God.”

Rom 8:8 corrected translation
“Moreover those who are under the authority of the flesh are not able to please God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover those who are under the authority of the flesh [sin nature]”

a.  Paul continues with a declarative and dogmatic statement regarding the believer out of fellowship with God.


b.  We know that the unbeliever is not able to please God.  This was fully established in the first chapter of the letter.


c.  This section (Rom 8:1 and following) has the believer as the subject of the action.  Therefore “those who are in the flesh” refers to believers who are alive and living in carnal death on planet earth.  These believers are in carnal death because they are still under the authority, power, and control of the sin nature.  As we have seen from the previous uses of the “flesh” in this context, it refers to the function of the sin nature in the life of the believer.


d.  A believer under the authority of the sin nature is a believer in perpetual carnality.  Any believer who sins is out of fellowship with God and is living under the authority of the sin nature.  But the believer who gets out of fellowship with God through personal sin and does not use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 remains under the authority of the sin nature.

2.  “are not able to please God.”

a.  The important point Paul makes is that the carnal believer has no ability whatsoever to please God in any way.  The carnal believer can only please God by naming or acknowledging his or her sin or sins to God the Father in the privacy of their own priesthood.  Everything else the carnal believer does is human good and evil, neither of which pleases God in any way.


b.  Paul explained how believers were supposed to live the spiritual life of the Church Age and please God in 1 Thes 4:1-12, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.  For you know what orders [commands, precepts, advice, instruction] we gave to you for your benefit because of the Lord Jesus.  For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain from sexual immorality, that each one of you know how to acquire [the sexual love of] one’s own vessel [wife] in sanctification and honor [respectability], not with passion from the source of lust as also the Gentiles, who do not know God, so that he does not transgress and take advantage of his fellow-believer [the wife] in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger concerning all these things, just as also we have previously mentioned and solemnly testify.  For God [the Father] has not called us for the purpose of sexual immorality, but into the sphere of sanctification.  For that very reason the one who rejects [this doctrine] does not reject man but God, the One who gives His Holy Spirit to us.  Now concerning the love of the brethren, you have no need for me to write you; for you yourselves are God-taught to love one another.  Certainly indeed you keep on doing it toward all the brethren in all Macedonia, but we encourage all of you, brethren, to excel more, and consider it an honor to live quietly and to mind your own business and to work with your own hands, just as we commanded for your benefit, in order that you might walk honorably toward those outside and have need of nothing.”

c.  The only way the believer can please God is by reaching PLĒRWMA status of being filled with all the fullness of God.  The only way a believer can reach PLĒRWMA status is by growing in grace and the knowledge of Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The only way we grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord is by staying in fellowship with God and desiring the teaching of the word of God.


d.  Col 1:9-11, “For this reason we also, from the day we heard, do not cease praying and asking on your behalf that you might be filled with the full knowledge of His will [purpose, plan] by means of all wisdom and spiritual understanding, that you may walk worthy of the Lord for the purpose of pleasing [Him] in all things, bearing fruit in the sphere of every good production, and growing by means of the epignosis knowledge of God, because we have been endowed with all power according to the standard of the omnipotence from His glory [divine essence] resulting in all endurance and patience associated with happiness.”


e.  2 Tim 2:4, “No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.”


f.  Heb 11:6, “And without faith it is impossible to please Him for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”

� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Pages 259-260). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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