Romans 8:6



- is the casual use of the conjunction GAR, which is often repeated in one sentence after another to confirm, explain, or give the reason why each statement supports the previous statement.  Here GAR introduces a conclusion based on the previous statement that “those who are (walking) in accordance with the flesh keep thinking about the things of the flesh.”  GAR introduces both the reason why this statement is true and the result of perpetual carnality.  Hence, the word “Consequently” is an excellent translation here.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHRONĒMA, which means “way of thinking” or as we say in current English, “the thought pattern.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, meaning “of the flesh” and referring to the sin nature.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, used is used figuratively, meaning “death, and refers to spiritual death with its resultant physical death or the state of sinfulness resulting in death, to which everyone is subject unless he has been called to the life of grace.  ‘Death’ is opposed to ‘life’ Jn 5:24; 1 Jn 3:14; Rom 7:10; 8:6.  This death stands in the closest relation to sin: Rom 7:13b; Jam 1:15; 5:20; also to the flesh: Paul thinks of the earthly body as ‘a body of death’ Rom 7:24.”
  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, “[is].”
“Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh [is] death,”

 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHRONĒMA, which means “way of thinking” or as we say in current English, “the thought pattern.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “of the Spirit” and referring to the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” and referring to the believer’s new spiritual life of capacity for life, love, and happiness from Bible doctrine in his or her soul.  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative feminine singular from the noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “peace, harmony, or prosperity.”  Again there is no verb, indicating the deliberate omission or ellipsis of the verb EIMI = “[is].”

“but the thought pattern of the Spirit [is] life and prosperity,”

Rom 8:6 corrected translation
“Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh [is] death, but the thought pattern of the Spirit [is] life and prosperity,”
Explanation:
1.  “Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh [is] death,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining what results from a life of perpetual carnality—the sin unto death.


b.  The sin nature is contained within the flesh of the human body as we have previously seen.


c.  The human body has a thought pattern.  This thought pattern comes from the material brain, the thought pattern of the human body.


d.  This thought pattern is described in Scripture.



(1)  Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”



(2)  Dt 15:9a, “Beware that there is no base thought in your heart,…”



(3)  Ps 94:11, “The Lord knows the thoughts of man, That they are a mere breath.”



(4)  Isa 55:7, “Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to the Lord, and He will have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.”



(5)  Isa 55:8-9, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,’ declares the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.”



(6)  Isa 59:7, “Their feet run to evil, and they hasten to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, devastation and destruction are in their highways.”



(7)  Isa 65:2, “I have spread out My hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in the way which is not good, following their own thoughts,”



(8)  Jer 4:14, “Wash your heart from evil, O Jerusalem, that you may be saved.  How long will your wicked thoughts lodge within you?”



(9)  Mt 9:4, “And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, ‘Why are you thinking evil in your hearts?’”



(10)  Mt 15:19, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders.”


e.  The result of the thought pattern of sin, human good, and evil is the sin unto death, which is described in 1 Jn 5:16, “If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin not face-to-face with death, he shall ask and He [God the Father] will give life to him who does not sin face-to-face with death.  There is a sin face-to-face with death; I do not say that he should ask concerning this category.”



(1)  The literal meaning of the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship means ‘face-to-face with.’  It can be translated idiomatically ‘the state of sinfulness terminating with death.’  The translation ‘unto death’ is a meaningless translation.



(2)  You are not to pray for believers who are dying the sin terminating in death.  You can pray for others as long as they have not committed the sin terminating in death.  The sin terminating in death is the sin of not executing the spiritual life of the Church Age.



(3)  Seeing someone sin does not open the door for you to malign or judge them.  You have to see this sin being committed, which means you probably have to know the person intimately, e.g., husband and wife, friends, people in a church.  The sin face-to-face with death is not related to gossip, maligning, or spreading of tales about the sins of others.



(4)  The sin face-to-face with death is a sin which is repeated many times and there is no recovery.  God has never made a judgment of anyone that excludes the love of God.  Therefore, God’s judgment of this person is always fair.



(5)  The sin face-to-face with death is maximum divine discipline from the integrity of God.  It is the highest form of disgrace that can occur.




(a)  Divine discipline results from the believer using his own volition to create his own failures in life after salvation.




(b)  The sin face-to-face with death is described in Ps 7:14-16, “Behold, he shall have labor pains of vanity [warning discipline] because he has become pregnant with frustration.  Therefore, he has given birth to a life of deceit [intensive discipline].  He dug a grave [the sin face-to-face with death].  He explored it [the experience of warning and intensive discipline].  Therefore, he has fallen into the ditch which he himself has constructed.  His frustration will return on his own head.”  The sin face-to-face with death does not come all at once, but in segments.



(6)  Failure to use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 results in perpetual carnality.


f.  1 Jn 5:17, “All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not face-to-face with death.”  There is no sin which causes death.



(1)  1 Jn 5:16b means that while you are still dying, you can still sin.  It is the sins that intensify the suffering in dying.  This is a reference to sinning when you are in the death-shadowed valley (Ps 23:4).  When you are going through the valley of death, there are certain sins that you can commit face-to-face with dying that are going to make the journey miserable: jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, self-pity, fear, worry, anxiety.  All of these sins make dying miserable.  There are those who sow to the wind and reap the tornado in the death-shadowed valley.  The sin face-to-face with death is you creating for yourself your very own dying misery in the death-shadowed valley God has provided for you.  This is fair, painful, and terminates in physical death.  Sins committed while dying intensify the journey through the death-shadowed valley.



(2)  The grace of God challenges the believer to use the problem solving devices, so that you can travel through your own death-shadowed valley with the most fantastic blessings, Phil 1:21; Ps 23:4.  The training for the blessing or profit in dying comes from the daily function of the spiritual skills in your life.  This is why 2 Tim 1:7 says, “For God has not given us a lifestyle of fear, but of power and of virtue-love and of sound judgment.”


g.  The sin face-to-face with death is not a specific sin.  It is the believer residing and functioning in the cosmic system.  All his human good and sins add up to motivational evil toward self and functional evil toward others.


h.  The sin face-to-face with death is maximum divine discipline, the most painful experience in life with no alleviation.  It implies loss of reward and blessing and ashamedness at the judgment seat of Christ.


i.  Examples of believers who have died the sin face-to-face with death.


(1)  Certain believers in Philippi, Phil 3:18-19.



(2)  Certain believers in the church at Laodicea, Rev 3:16.



(3)  King Saul, 1 Chr 10:13-14.  This is occult reversionism resulting in the sin face-to-face with death.



(4)  1 Cor 11:27-31 describes participating in the communion service in a state of perpetual carnality resulting in the sin face-to-face with death.  You have a choice between using the rebound technique or dying from divine discipline.



(5)  King Hezekiah had an evil foreign policy of going to Egypt for help, Isa 30:1-3.  So God put him under the sentence of the sin which terminates with death, Isa 38.  He rebounded and was given more time to live.


(6)  The case of the incestuous Corinthian, 1 Cor 5:1-11, who recovered, 2 Cor 7:8-11.



(7)  The case of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1‑10.  Their life in perpetual carnality was manifest by lying to God.



(8)  The case of Hymenaeus and Alexander, 1 Tim 1:19‑20, who also lived in perpetual carnality.

2.  “but the thought pattern of the Spirit [is] life and prosperity,”

a.  In contrast to the thought pattern of the sin nature, the believer has a new thought pattern that does not come from his human body, but from God the Holy Spirit, who circulates spiritual phenomena in our soul.


b.  The result of the thought pattern of the Spirit is not death as with the sin nature, but spiritual life and the spiritual prosperity that comes with the spiritual life from capacity for life, love, happiness, and blessing.


c.  The thought pattern of the Holy Spirit is described in Scripture.



(1)  Ps 139:17, “How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!  How vast is the sum of them!”



(2)  1 Cor 2:14-16, “But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.  But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.  ‘For who has known the thinking of the Lord, so that he should instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ [Bible doctrine].”



(3)  Heb 4:12, “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”



(4)  2 Cor 10:4-5, “For the weapons of our warfare [are] not material but powerful because of God for the purpose of the destruction of fortresses, destroying human viewpoint thoughts and reasonings and every conceit [pride or arrogance] being in opposition against the knowledge of God, in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”


d.  God the Holy Spirit takes the Bible doctrine we learn and circulates it in our soul so that we understand it, remember it, define it, categorize it, and apply it correctly.


e.  The result is a spiritual life, that is, a life of thinking that is completely opposed to the life and thoughts of the sin nature.


f.  The thoughts of the Spirit produce a capacity for living, for enjoying life, for handling the problems of life, which is not possible through the thought pattern of the sin nature.  The sin nature cannot cope with the problems of life.  The thought pattern of the Spirit is more than capable of handling the greatest stress, as proven by the true humanity of our Lord on the cross.


g.  The thoughts of the Spirit produce a capacity for happiness that only increases as the believer advances in the spiritual life.


h.  The thoughts of the Spirit produce a reciprocal love for God and the capacity to love others both personally and virtuously beyond anything the believer in perpetual carnality could even imagine.


i.  The thoughts of the Spirit produce a harmony with God and man the believer in perpetual carnality is incapable of attaining.


j.  The thoughts of the Spirit produce a spiritual prosperity and blessing designed for every believer in the Church Age, but lost by the believer in perpetual carnality.  The loser believer is the believer in perpetual carnality, who does not lose his salvation, but rather loses all this spiritual blessing and prosperity that only comes through the Mentorship of God the Holy Spirit.

� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 351). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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