Romans 8:38



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “So, Then, Therefore.”  With this we have the first person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb PEITHW, which means in the passive “I stand convinced.”


The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which brings a past event vividly and dramatically into the present by emphasizing the existing state of Paul’s mind.


The passive voice indicates that Paul receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact and reality.

This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which is “used after verbs that denote mental or sense perception, or the transmission of such perception, or an act of the mind, to indicate the content of what is said, thought, felt, etc.”
  It is translated “that.”
“Therefore, I stand convinced that”

- is the coordinating conjunction OUTE, used in combination with itself, meaning “neither…nor.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “death” and the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life.”

“neither death nor life,”

- is the coordinating conjunction OUTE, used in combination with itself, meaning “neither…nor.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, meaning “angels” and the feminine plural noun ARCHĒ, “rulers, authorities, officials…of angelic and demonic powers, since they were thought of as having a political organization Rom 8:38; 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; Col 1:16; 2:10, 15.”
  They are “supraterrestrial forces (cf. Daniel) which seem to be hostile to God (Eph. 1:21), which have an overlord (Eph 2:2), which govern different spheres, e.g., religious (1 Cor 8:5), sexual (1 Cor 6: 15ff.), vital (1 Cor 15:26), and social (cf. Eph 6), which are spiritual (Eph 6:12), related to angels (Rom 8:38), and originally meant to be good (Col 1:16), which are now confined to the lowest heaven (Eph 3:10), which have been robbed of their power by the cross (Col 2:15) and are now subject to Christ (Col 2:15) their Lord (Col 2:10, 16), but which still engage in conflict with Christians (Eph 6:12) even though they cannot finally separate them from God (Rom 8:38) and will ultimately lose all their influence (1 Cor 15:24).”

“neither angels nor rulers of angels,”

 - is the coordinating conjunction OUTE, used in combination with itself, meaning “neither…nor.”  Then we have the nominative neuter plural perfect active participle from the verb ENISTĒI, which means “in past tenses to be present, have come; the present time Heb 9:9; the present age Gal 1:4; fairly often in contrast to MELLWN Rom 8:38; 1 Cor 3:22.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of being.


The active voice indicates that current historical events produce the action of being what they are.


The participle is used as a substantive, and translated “the present things” or “current events.”

Then we have the nominative neuter plural present active participle from the verb MELLW, which “is used absolutely in the meaning future, to come.”


The present tense is a futuristic present, which conveys the idea of a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that future events produce the action of definitely going to happen.


The participle is used as a substantive, and should be translated “future events.”

Paul stops using his couplets and inserts a triplet before returning to his couplets.  Because the word DUNAMIS is associated with current events and future events, it cannot support the meaning “angelic powers” here, which is often the interpretation.  Paul already addressed that issue in his previous couplet before this triplet.  This is a new category.  Again we have the coordinating conjunction OUTE, meaning “nor” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine plural noun DUNAMIS, which is used “of the outward expressions of power: deeds of power, miracles, wonders.”
  Paul’s mind went from the future events of human history to the future demonstrations of power, miracles, and wonders that will occur during the Church Age and Tribulation.  The Church does not go through the Tribulation, so obviously none of the satanic demonstrations of power apply to the Church and can separate us from the love of God.  Paul is stating the principle that no miracle, no wonder working, no power on earth or in heaven can separate us from the love of God.
“neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power,”

Rom 8:38 corrected translation
“Therefore, I stand convinced that, neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power,”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, I stand convinced that”

a.  Based upon the doctrine in his soul Paul comes to a dramatic conclusion.


b.  He is absolutely and dogmatically convinced about his relationship with God.


c.  Conviction in the spiritual life is based upon the revelation of God.  That revelation is contained in the word of God.


d.  Our conviction is always based upon the integrity of God.


e.  Paul is convinced that God loves us and that there is nothing that can separate us from that love.


f.  So Paul gives us a list of all the possible things that will never be able to separate us from His love.

2.  “neither death nor life,”

a.  The greatest fear we have in life as believers is that our physical death can separate us from the love of God.  Paul declares that this is not possible.



(1)  Our Lord conquered spiritual death and therefore was also given victory over physical death.  This was demonstrated by His resurrection from the dead.



(2)  God the Father gives this victory over physical death to every member of the body of Christ through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are in union with Him, which means that we share everything He has, which includes His resurrection.



(3)  The moment we die physically we are absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord.  At the resurrection of the Church we receive a resurrection body, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Therefore, physical death does not have the power to separate us from our eternal life with the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  The second great fear is our own physical life.



(1)  There is nothing in this life that we can do to separate ourselves from the love, which is in Christ Jesus.  There is no sin, no failure, no denial of Christ that can keep us from being eternally loved by God.



(2)  Once we have believed in Christ, God owns us.  We belong to Him and He will never let us go.  This is our eternal security.  It does not depend on us but upon Him.  Therefore, there is nothing that can happen in our life to separate us from the love of God for all eternity.

3.  “neither angels nor rulers of angels,”

a.  The next great fear comes from the fallen angels.  There is not a single fallen angel with the power to separate us from the love of God, not even the ruler of angels—Satan.


b.  Neither the ruling angels in Satan’s organization of angels or any of the rank and file angels has the power or ability to keep us from our eternal salvation.


c.  The power of all the fallen angels together cannot overcome the power of the love of God to protect our salvation and provide eternal life for us.  This is true now and will continue to be true after our death before we receive our resurrection body and after we receive our resurrection body.

4.  “neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power,”

a.  There is nothing in the historical events on earth that can separate us from God’s love.


b.  There is nothing in the future events of human history that can separate us from God’s love.


c.  No historical crisis or disaster will stop God from loving and providing for us.


d.  No eschatological event in the Tribulation, Second Advent, or millennial reign of Christ can separate us from God’s love.


e.  There is no possible demonstration of power of any type, whether by angel, mankind, nature, or circumstances of life that will ever be able to stop God from loving us or prevent us from being the beneficiaries of His grace.


f.  All of this is a dogmatic and dramatic statement of our eternal security.  We will be loved by God forever.  We will live with God forever.  We will be protected and provided for by God forever.  Nothing can change any of this, ever.
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