Romans 8:32



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “He who” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the enclitic particle GE, which intensifies a word, always adding emphasis but not always translated.  Here it means “indeed, even.”  Then we have the genitive of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the adjective IDIOS, meaning “His own Son.”  Some verbs take their direct object in the genitive case, which is what we have here.  This is followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PHEIDOMAI, which means “to spare, to free someone from something.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the action in the past in its entirety and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—God the Father producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“He who did not even spare His own Son,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW and the adjective PAS, meaning “as a substitute for all of us.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over to/for judgment.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers the past action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“but as a substitute for all of us delivered Him over to judgment,”
 - is the interrogative adverb PWS, used “in rhetorical questions that call an assumption into question or reject it altogether, meaning how (could or should)?=by no means it is impossible that.  If PWS is accompanied by a negative, the ‘impossible’ becomes most surely, most certainly; Rom 8:32.”
  This is followed by the absolute negative OUCHI, meaning “not” as an interrogative word in questions that expect an affirmative answer
 and the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular third person intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in association with Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “the all things.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”  Finally, we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb CHARIZOMAI, which means “to give freely, to give graciously; to give or grant graciously and generously with the implication of good will on the part of the giver; ‘he bestowed on him a name that is greater than any other name’ Phil 2:9; ‘but because of his promise God graciously gave it to Abraham,’ Gal 3.18; ‘graciously give us all things’ Rom 8.32; ‘for I hope that through your prayers I shall be given to you’ Phile 22.”


The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in questions to indicate what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning; God the Father producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
“how shall He not also in association with Him graciously give to us all things?”
Rom 8:32 corrected translation
“He who did not even spare His own Son, but as a substitute for all of us delivered Him over to judgment, how shall He not also in association with Him graciously give to us all things?”
Explanation:
1.  “He who did not even spare His own Son,”

a.  Paul continues with the perfect example of why God is for us.


b.  The greatest proof that God is for us is the fact that He did not even spare the judgment of His own Son, Jesus Christ, just so He could save us from our sinfulness and spiritual death.


c.  The fact God did not spare His own Son is also declared in two of the greatest verses in the Bible:



(1)  Jn 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His uniquely-born Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”



(2)  Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for us.”

2.  “but as a substitute for all of us delivered Him over to judgment,”

a.  Instead of sparing Jesus Christ the most horrible judgment in all of creature history, God the Father judged Jesus Christ as our substitute on the cross.


b.  The judgment of the humanity of Christ on the cross was a far greater and more horrible judgment than the judgment of Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers in the lake of fire forever.


c.  The judgment of Christ was a substitutionary atonement of the justice of God the Father.  Instead of us having to atone for our sins, Jesus Christ did this for us.  Therefore, there is nothing left for us to do.  This is why feeling sorry for our sins is not necessary.  We cannot atone for our sins by feeling sorry for them.  We acknowledge them to God the Father and He forgives us because of the atonement that our Lord already provided.


d.  There are three Greek prepositions that portray the substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the cross:  PERI, PROS, and HUPER.  They all take the genitive of advantage to express substitution.


e.  The genitive of advantage in the Greek indicates the person for whom, of whom, or on behalf of whom something is done.



(1)  The preposition HUPER is used with the genitive of advantage to express substitution can be translated in four different ways: instead of, in place of, on behalf of, or as a substitution for.



(2)  It was the genius of the apostle Paul under the ministry of God the Holy Spirit that brought this phrase into view so we can understand the substitutionary aspect of our Lord’s spiritual death.


f.  Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrated His own love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died as a substitute for [in place of, instead of, on behalf of] us.”


(1)  HUPER plus the genitive plural of advantage from EGW can be translated “on behalf of us,” “instead of us,”  “in place of us,” or “as a substitute for us.”  The genitive of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW refers to the entire human race; no exceptions.  Jesus Christ was your substitute on the cross, and He received the imputation and judgment of all of your sins.



(2)  The dispensation of the Hypostatic Union demonstrates divine unconditional love for the entire human race as sinners.
 

(3)  The focus of the Hypostatic Union is the cross, when the omnipotence of God the Father imputed all the sins in the history of the human race to Christ on the cross.  Then the justice of God the Father judged every one of them.  This resulted in our so-great salvation, which is open to the entire human race, not just to the “elect.”


(4)  The central purpose of the Hypostatic Union is stated in 1 Jn 3:5, “Indeed, He [Jesus Christ] was revealed in order that He might carry our sins.”


(5)  The fulfillment of that purpose is mentioned in 1 Pet 2:24, “He Himself carried our sins in His own body on the cross.”

g.  1 Pet 3:18, “Because Christ also died once for our sins, the righteous one as a substitute for the unrighteous ones, in order that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh but made alive by means of the Spirit.”


(1)  As our substitute, Jesus Christ had to be perfect to be qualified to be judged for the sins of the world.  Therefore, the trichotomous, perfect humanity of Christ remained impeccable during the entire time He was being judged for our sins.  As the “lamb without spot and without blemish,” our Lord’s humanity continued in fellowship with God, even though He was greatly tempted to sin as never before as He bore our sins.



(2)  The preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from ADIKOS is strictly substitutionary, translated “on behalf of (as a substitute for, instead of, in place of) the unrighteous ones.”  ADIKOS describes the human race as sinners, in terms of being unrighteous.  Although we consider ourselves in terms of relative righteousness, as being better or worse than others, in reality we are completely unrighteous.  Isa 64:6, “Our righteousness is as filthy rags in His sight.”


(3)  So the phrase is translated, “the righteous One instead of [in place of, on behalf of, as a substitute for] the unrighteous ones.”  Jesus Christ as our substitute took our place.



(4)  The fact that Christ remained righteous while bearing our sins is what made the suffering so intense.  He is the only person in history who remained absolutely perfect in spiritual death.  Therefore His spiritual death was unique.



(5)  Jesus Christ “brought us to God” through His saving work on the cross, by becoming a substitute for us, by taking our place in suffering substitutionary spiritual death.


(6)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit, functioning inside the prototype spiritual life under the principle of the filling of the Spirit, sustained the impeccable humanity of Jesus Christ on the cross just as He had sustained Him for thirty-three years.  He provided our Lord with the enabling power to endure the terrible ordeal of becoming our substitute and being judged for our sins on the cross.



(7)  While the omnipotence and justice of God the Father was involved in judging our sins, the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit sustained the humanity of Christ on the cross.


h.  Gal 3:13, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law by means of becoming a curse as a substitute for us; for it stands written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a cross.’”


a.  HUPER plus the genitive plural of advantage from EGW means “becoming a curse instead of (in place of, on behalf of, as a substitute for) us.”


b.  The genitive of advantage refers to the entire human race, for whom salvation was provided on the cross.



c.  Jesus Christ was not a curse, but He became a curse.

i.  God the Father, in judging our sins, abandoned or forsook the humanity of Christ on the cross.  God the Father abandoned Christ on the cross because He was imputing the sins of the world to perfect, impeccable humanity and judging those sins as Christ received them.


j.  While being judged for our sins, the humanity of Christ in substitutionary spiritual death remained perfect.  His impeccability had to be perpetuated during those three hours while He was being judged for sin.

k.  Adam perpetuated spiritual death to the entire human race.  But our Lord does not perpetuate spiritual death to the human race; instead, He breaks the power of spiritual death to all who believe, and provides eternal life.
3.  “how shall He not also in association with Him graciously give to us all things?”

a.  This phrase is an ‘a fortiori’ rationale.  A fortiori is a system of logic that says if someone can do the more difficult, then it follows logically (a fortiori=with greater reason) that they can do the less difficult.


b.  God did the most difficult thing that has ever been done in creature history in providing eternal salvation for mankind through the substitutionary spiritual death of our Lord on the cross.


c.  If God could provide salvation for mankind, it follows with stronger reason that God can graciously give to us all things, including being for us (verse 31).


d.  In our passage (Rom 8:31-32) we have an a fortiori rationale (a system of thinking) to sustain us in disaster testing.



(1)  The last phrase, “how shall He not . . .” combines the temporal and eternal a fortiori rationales.  Both of these ‘a fortiori’ blessings are administered through the grace policy of God.  They are the means of glorifying God, one in time and one in eternity.



(a)  The temporal a fortiori rationale says: if God could do the more difficult thing for us on the cross, then God can do the less difficult thing of providing for any of our other needs in time.




(b)  The eternal a fortiori rationale says: if God could do the more difficult thing for us on the cross, then God can do the less difficult thing of providing for us in eternity.


(2)  Together these two a fortiori rationales provide us with a simple but great system of thinking for any disaster we could possibly face.



(3)  We will never glorify God apart from these two imputations of special blessings in time and in eternity.  You cannot glorify God in time by what you do; God is glorified by what He does.  We are not here to do great things for God; we are here to learn and grow.  So if we ever do glorify God, it’s not because of what we do, what we give up, how righteous or moral we are, or how great people say we are.  It is because we have maximum doctrine resident in our soul and we apply that doctrine consistently.


(4)  There are only two ways to glorify God:




(a)  To receive in grace special blessings in time.



(b)  To receive in grace blessing at the Evaluation Throne of Christ—the imputation of eternal blessing and reward.



(5)  The one glorifies God in time and is tactical; the other glorifies God in eternity and is strategic.  This summarizes the whole purpose for the believer remaining on the earth.

e.  Our passage is also the logical approach to eternal security.



(1)  A fortiori says that if God did the greatest thing at salvation by not sparing His own Son, it follows logically that He can do less than the greatest thereafter—give you eternal security.




(a)  The less than the greatest is all that God provides for us in grace during our lifetime and forever in eternity.  If the justice of God can provide the greater at salvation, it follows logically that the justice of God can provide the lesser for the believer in time and eternity.




(b)  If grace does a greater thing at salvation, then grace can do a lesser thing after salvation.  If God did the greater for us at salvation, it follows, a fortiori, that God can keep us saved (eternal security).



(2)  Eternal security is related to blessings from the justice of God.



(3)  Capacity for blessing includes total awareness of security from the integrity of God.


(4)  No believer who rejects the doctrine of eternal security ever attains maturity.  He never has real capacity for temporal blessings from the justice of God, but he still has eternal security; he hasn’t lost his salvation.



(5)  An awareness of eternal security from the integrity of God is a part of capacity for blessing from the justice of God.



(6)  You have two realities in life: eternal security and prosperity from the integrity of God.  Eternal security is a reality that never changes; prosperity is a potential reality.  Eternal security is not potential; it always exists.  Eternal security is complete and total as of salvation.  Reality of prosperity comes with maturity.

f.  
Summary.



(1)  The format of a fortiori takes a fact of Bible doctrine, one related to the greater difficulty of the cross, and compares it with another fact of Bible doctrine, the lesser difficulty of providing divine power and blessing for the believer in the Church Age.  In other words, which is the most difficult: the justice of God the Father judging all sins in Christ on the cross, or the justice of God the Father in sending support and blessing for life to winners and losers alike?  Obviously, the most difficult thing God the Father ever did was to use His omnipotence to impute the sins of the world to Christ on the cross, and then to use His justice to judge those sins.


(2)  If the omnipotence of God the Father accomplished the most difficult at the cross, it follows, a fortiori, that the omnipotence of God the Father can accomplish the least difficult, the provision of our very own portfolio of invisible assets.



(3)  It was much more difficult for the omnipotence of God the Father to impute our sins to the impeccable humanity of Christ on the cross and judge them than for the omnipotence of God the Father to provide our portfolio of invisible assets and logistical grace during our spiritual life.



(4)  If a fact with greater degree of difficulty is certain, this passage says that it follows that a fact of lesser degree of difficulty is inescapable.


(5)  If the omnipotence of God the Father has the power to impute our sins to Christ on the cross, it follows, a fortiori, that the omnipotence of God the Father has the power to provide for the believer both in time and in eternity.  So you have the greatest security package in all of history.


(6)  If the greater benefit has been given during the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, it follows a fortiori, that God will not withhold the lesser benefit during the dispensation of the Church Age or in the eternal future.  This means you have a greater set of assets as an individual believer than anyone who ever lives outside the Church Age, including the perfect era of the Millennium.  You have something far greater.


g.  The term “the all things” refers to our portfolio of invisible assets.  What are they?  1 Cor 2:9, “However, as it stands written [Isa 64:4], ‘things [portfolio of invisible assets] no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him.’”



(1)  Primary assets, Eph 1:3, “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ.”




(a)  Escrow and invisible assets are the primary assets.  Although your escrow assets were created first by God and so are the means of glorifying God, they come last at spiritual maturity.  Your invisible assets are the means; your escrow assets are the results.  Your invisible assets provide fantastic blessings for you from salvation on.  Your escrow assets provide fantastic blessings above and beyond anything you could ever even imagine much less think.




(b)  The fact that God the Father deposited the two categories of greater blessings on deposit for each believer (no exceptions) means it His will for us to receive these blessings.  That means it is God's will that we each fulfill His plan.  Even if we fail to execute His plan, these blessings will remain on deposit forever as a memorial to our equal opportunity and His faithfulness in providing the blessings we didn’t want.



(c)  Before God the Son created the universe, God the Father actually created a portfolio of invisible assets for you.  He knew you would believe in Christ and become royal family of God, so He provided all these fantastic, wonderful things for you.




(d)  No believer has more or less in his portfolio of invisible assets.  All of us have these assets.  Some use these assets and parlay them into spiritual self-esteem; others parlay them into spiritual autonomy; great believers parlay these into spiritual maturity.  There’s no easy road; no shortcut.  You have to know your assets before you can use them.




(e)  Why are these blessings and assets called “spiritual” blessings?  Some are very temporal in nature, such as wealth, promotion, success, phenomenal categories of happiness.  They are called spiritual because the Source is spiritual; God is spirit.




(f)  The first thing God ever did for you was to bless you.  These blessings are above and beyond logistical grace blessings.




(g)  To teach the concept of God blessing you in eternity past, an analogy to “escrow” is used.  An escrow is a deed or a bond or other written agreement delivered to a third person by the party of the first part, to be delivered to the grantee.  God the Father is party of the first part, the Grantor.  Every Church Age believer is the grantee.  The third party is our Lord Jesus Christ, the depositary and our escrow officer.




(h)  The deposit, or escrow blessings, are placed beyond the control of the Grantor, in that He cannot cancel them.  God the Father cannot cancel what He has deposited with Christ, i.e., your portfolio, and your special escrow blessings.




(i)  The first thing God ever did for us is the means of glorifying Him.  Technically, no believer glorifies God until Jesus Christ conveys to him greater blessings for time.  These are conveyed to the grantee when he executes the plan of God by advancing to spiritual maturity.  The day we reach spiritual maturity is the day when the Lord conveys to us our greater blessings for time.  At the Rapture He conveys to us our greater blessings for eternity.




(j)  There are two ways in which the believer glorifies God.





i.  The conveyance of escrow blessings to the mature believer.





ii.  By passing evidence testing.  Evidence testing is the highest honor God can give to a believer.  Passing evidence testing is the mature believer’s ultimate glorification of God.




(k)  Escrow demands that other assets be provided as the means of fulfilling the conditions to receive your escrow assets.  This is why God had to give us the equal privilege and equal opportunity of our invisible assets.  Everything it takes to fulfill the plan of God and receive our escrow assets is contained in our invisible assets, so that we do not have to depend upon our personality, morality, Christian service, sacrificial giving, or any other act of strain in life.  You do not have to be smart; I.Q. is no issue in learning spiritual phenomena.  Whatever human handicaps you brought into the Christian life are no deterrent in receiving your escrow blessings.  You have no excuse for not receiving them.




(l)  So that each one of us might fulfill the conditions for the conveyance of our escrow assets, God the Father has provided for us additional primary assets so that we can execute the protocol plan of God; we do not have the power to do so in the energy of the flesh.




(m)  Therefore, we receive at salvation the invisible assets of election and predestination.  Under election, our equal privilege is our royal priesthood; our equal opportunity is logistical grace support.  Under predestination, our equal privilege is union with Christ; our equal opportunity is the spiritual life.




(n)  Our invisible assets are distributed at salvation.  Our escrow assets are not conveyed until we reach spiritual maturity.


h.  Secondary assets.



(1)  Volitional assets related to positive volition toward doctrine and our volition related to your priorities, virtue, values.  Our virtue, values, honor, and integrity developed from the teaching of the word of God are invisible, invaluable assets that make the difference between success and failure in the spiritual life.


(2)  Production assets.  Christian service is never effective unless it is a result of your spiritual life; it is never the means of your spiritual life.  As you grow spiritually, you begin to produce.  Most production is invisible (such as prayer, giving, evangelization of others—it should be done privately).


(3)  Suffering for blessing assets:  providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing.  Passing these tests because of the doctrine in our soul is invisible and glorifies God.  Anything that God does to provide us the opportunity for spiritual growth and glorification of Him is an asset.


(4)  Invisible impact assets:  personal impact is blessing by association, historical impact is the influence of mature believers, and international impact is the function of world‑wide missions.


i.  Personnel assets: spiritual gifts, most of which function invisibly inside the local church.

j.  Unique assets:  the indwelling of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, being in union with Christ, being sealed by the Holy Spirit, being a royal priest and royal ambassador for Christ, and many, many more.
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