Romans 8:31



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  This is followed by the first person plural future active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak, and is used as a rhetorical transition formula; what shall we say or conclude? what then? Rom 3:5; 6:1; 7:7; 9:14, 30; EIS TINA say something KATA TINOS against someone;  TI TINI say something to someone; IT EIPW HUMIN; what shall I say to you? 1 Cor 11:22; TI PROS TINA say something to someone; speak with reference to someone; PROS TAUTA to this Rom 8:31.”


The future tense is a deliberative future, which is used in questions, real or rhetorical, to consult the judgment of another person.  It asks what ought to be done.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his audience are expected to produce the action of coming to a conclusion based on what he has previously stated.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “with reference to these things.”
“Therefore, what shall we say with reference to these things?”

 - is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to all three members of the Trinity, but God the Father specifically.  There is no verb and none is necessary because this is dramatic ellipsis of the verb EIMI = “[is].”  To put a verb in here would destroy the force of Paul’s conclusion.  This is a powerful statement that needs no action.  It is an absolute dogmatic fact.  Next we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for us” in the sense of “be for someone, be on someone’s side.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “who.”  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, used “figuratively meaning: down upon, toward, against someone or something in a hostile sense after expressions which designate such a position or state of mind in a different way ‘to be against someone’.”

“If God [is] for us [and He is], who [is] against us?”

Rom 8:31 corrected translation
“Therefore, what shall we say with reference to these things?  If God [is] for us [and He is], who [is] against us?”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, what shall we say with reference to these things?”

a.  Paul comes to a dramatic conclusion, which he introduces with a rhetorical question that both he and the Romans can logically and simply answer.


b.  This question is really an idiom which means “To what conclusion are we forced?”


c.  The logic and wisdom of the word of God forces us to make unmistakable conclusions.


d.  God always gives us enough information so that we can come to simple, logical conclusions.


e.  God is not trying to hide anything from us.  We are His royal family.  God has revealed His entire plan to us.


f.  But that revelation requires positive volition, perseverance in learning, patience in learning, and some simple, basic, logical thinking.


g.  The teaching of the word of God is designed to make us think, to make us come to some logical conclusions, to make us make some decisions in our soul.

2.  “If God [is] for us [and He is], who [is] against us?”

a.  Paul’s simple, logical conclusion is that God is for us.



(1)  God is on our side.  He is for us.  He wants us to win in the angelic conflict.



(2)  God has never been against a single creature He has created.  He loves all of them, including Satan.



(3)  God does not reject us; we reject Him.



(4)  God demonstrated the fact that He is for each one of us by sending His Son to die spiritually on the cross for the sins of the entire world, 1 Jn 2:2.



(5)  God provides and offers eternal salvation to everyone, to anyone who would believe in Christ.  No one is excluded.  Everyone has the same equal opportunity to believe in Christ.



(6)  God is for His creatures and did something for His creatures to save each and every one of them.



(7)  Once we believe in Christ, God is even more for us.  We are now a part of His royal family.  We are the children of God and the sons of God.  He cannot and will never be against His own children.


b.  Therefore, this brings us to another logical conclusion—no one can stand against us.



(1)  Nothing and no one can prevail against the love of God for us.



(2)  Nothing can separate us from God’s eternal and infinite love for us.



(3)  There is nothing Satan, the fallen angels, or any human being can do to keep us from our eternal life with God once we have believed in Christ.  This is a part of our eternal security.



(4)  Satan has been against every human being from the moment of our creation.  He has hated and despised each one of us.  He only loves himself and hates and uses all others.



(5)  Unbelievers who are antagonistic to God are also against us and hate and resent the relationship we have with God, even though that same relationship is available to them.



(6)  Often other believers in reversionism and perpetual carnality are against us, but they are only being used for testing us, so that we may be more occupied with Christ and increase our spiritual momentum and glorification of God.


c.  Therefore, regardless of who stands against us, we are under the logistical grace protection of God and the eternal security of God.


(1)  The moment you believed, you know God was for you because He gave you forty things.  Most people are against themselves if they don’t believe in eternal security.


(2)  Nothing and no one else can hinder blessings from the justice of God to the mature believer except his own negative volition.  Eternal security is related to blessings from the justice of God.



(3)  Capacity for blessing includes total awareness of security from the integrity of God.


(4)  No believer who rejects the doctrine of eternal security ever attains maturity.  He never receives blessings or eternal rewards from the justice of God.  But he still has eternal security; he hasn’t lost his salvation.



(5)  An awareness of eternal security from the integrity of God is a part of capacity for blessing from the justice of God.



(6)  You have two realities in life: eternal security and prosperity from the integrity of God.  Eternal security is a reality that never changes; prosperity is a potential reality.



(7)  Eternal security is not potential; it always exists.  Eternal security is complete and total as of salvation.  Reality of prosperity comes with maturity.



(8)  You can never be a mature believer and reject eternal security.  No one can be mature without total cognizance of the integrity of God, and that includes knowledge of eternal security.


(9)  For the believer in Jesus Christ who loves God the Father, God the Father causes all things to work together for good because the believer is in a predetermined plan.  God has a system for causing all things to work together for good.  But it depends on living the sophisticated spiritual life, having the problem solving devices in the soul, and personal love for God the Father.



(10)  God always solves problems by principle.  God never solves problems by compromise.  God always solves problems on the basis of Bible doctrine.  He never compromises His word or Bible doctrine.  God has found a way to maintain His integrity and bless loser believers both in time and eternity.  Losers are blessed in certain ways even while they are under divine discipline and the law of volitional responsibility.



(11)  God is for the loser believer as well as the winner believer.  Rom 8:26 tells us that God is for the loser believer because God the Holy Spirit prays for the loser believer.  So whether you are a winner or loser, God is for you.
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