Romans 8:28



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed, Really, In fact.”  With this we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “we know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which indicates that this is a present state resulting from the past action of learning.


The active voice indicates that believers positive to the teaching of the word of God produce the action.


Then indicative mood is declarative for the reality that positive, growing believers know certain things that others do not.

This is followed by the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the dative of indirect object (which indicates the persons to whom or for whom something is done) from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative, meaning: “to those who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This is also a static present for a state or condition that exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that certain Church Age believers produce the action of loving God.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to all three members of the Trinity. 

“In fact we know that to those who love God,”

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUNERGEW, which means “work (together) with, cooperate (with), or help.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age and throughout the life of every mature believer.  It is also an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The active voice is the causative active voice, in which the subject Himself does not produce the action but causes it to take place.  The subject is indirectly responsible for the action.  The word “cause” can be used in the translation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular adjective AGATHOS used as a substantive, meaning “for the purpose of good.”
“He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good,”

 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: are.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun “to those who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This is also a static present for a state or condition that exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being called or elected by God.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the feminine singular noun PROTHESIS, which means “plan, purpose, resolve, will and is used of the divine purpose Rom 8:28; God’s purpose of election Rom 9:11; according to the design Eph 1:11; 2 Tim 1:9; according to the eternal purpose Eph 3:11.”
  The absence of the article indicates that high quality of this plan.  It is God’s predetermined, perfect plan for human history.  There is no other plan like it.  The preposition KATA plus the accusative of general reference indicates the norm or standard on which something is based.  “Often the norm is at the same time the reason, so that in accordance with and because of are merged as in Rom 8:28;16:26; 1 Tim 1:1; Tit 1:3; Eph 3:3; Rom 2:7; 11:5; Eph 1:11; 2 Thes 2:9; Heb 7:16; Lk 1:18.  The meaning ‘in accordance with’ can also disappear entirely, so that  means simply because of, as a result of, on the basis of.”


With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective KLĒTOS, meaning “the called ones, the invited, the elected to privilege.”
“to those who are the called ones according to the plan.”

Rom 8:28 corrected translation
“In fact we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good, to those who are the called ones according to the plan.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact we know that to those who love God,”

a.  Paul continues with his discourse on how God helps the believer with an emphatic statement of dogmatic truth.


b.  This statement is not based upon speculation but upon prior knowledge and understanding of who and what God is and how He operates.


c.  Paul and those to whom he is writing who have been learning the word of God for years have come to understand and therefore now know that God does certain things and acts in certain ways on behalf of believers.


d.  Paul and the Romans have both learned about God from the word of God and they have experienced the truthfulness of what the word of God teaches.  But as Peter teaches, the doctrine in their souls is more real to them than their personal experience.


e.  Knowledge about who and what God is takes time and much repetition.  Learning and understanding is what happens after you have heard something so often you cannot forget it.


f.  Interestingly Paul does not begin with God and what He does, but with the indirect object toward whom and in whose interest God acts.  The indirect object is the believer who loves God.



(1)  Not all believers love God.



(2)  1 Jn 4:20, “If someone alleges, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen.”



(3)  The believer filled with all the fullness of God certainly loves God the most.  He or she is called the Pleroma believer; for pleroma is the Greek word meaning to be filled with all the fullness of God, Eph 3:19.



(4)  The mature believer also loves God; for he has developed personal love for God and occupation with Christ and has this system of thinking circulating in his stream of consciousness as a spiritual problem solving device.



(5)  The believer in spiritual autonomy loves God and his love for God is continuing to grow as he advances through momentum testing.



(6)  The believer who has a personal sense of destiny has just started to love God and has begun his journey of discovering the full extent of God’s love and provision.



(7)  Believers in reversionism, perpetual carnality, and Christian degeneracy do not love God and God is not working all things together for good for them.  He is working all discipline together for good for them.

g.  This verse does not apply to the believer who has not at least reached a personal sense of destiny.
2.  “He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good,”

a.  God does not work all things together for good for the believer in perpetual carnality, degeneracy, and reversionism.


b.  The greatest lifestyle in human history is the lifestyle of loving God.


c.  All things do work together for good for only one category of believers—those who love God.


d.  God causes all things to work together for good only for those who function under reciprocal love for God.

e.  There are many things that God does directly for the believer who loves Him, but there are also many things that God does indirectly through others.  In both cases God causes the good to happen.


f.  God makes the wrath of man to praise Him, Ps 76:10.  Therefore, God can take the wrath of man directed toward the mature believer and turn it into the praise, honor, and blessing of the mature believer.


g.  This is why Heb 13:6 says, “So that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not be afraid.  What will man do to me?’”


h.  The object “all things” means both the good and the bad, the pleasant and the unpleasant, the easy and the difficult.  God uses everything for our spiritual growth.  When we do not get what we think we should have received (love, promotion, respect, money, etc.), it is the opportunity for us to remember the lesson that Paul learned and wrote in Phil 3:8, “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but excrement so that I may gain Christ.”


i.  Paul describes these “all things” many times in his letters.



(1)  Rom 8:37, “But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.”



(2)  Rom 11:36, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen.”



(3)  1 Cor 9:12b, “but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.”



(4)  1 Cor 12:6, “There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all believers.”



(5)  1 Cor 13:7, “Virtue-love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”



(6)  2 Cor 4:15, “For all things are for your sakes, so that the grace which is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.”



(7)  2 Cor 5:18, “Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”



(8)  2 Cor 6:10, “as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things.”



(9)  Eph 1:11, “also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will.”



(10)  Eph 5:20, “always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father.”


j.  God the Father has a perfect plan for our lives.  This plan includes every detail of our life.  Therefore, all things that happen or fail to happen in our lives are a part of that perfect plan.


k.  Therefore, we should always be aware that God works all things according to the counsel of His will, plan, and purpose for our lives.


l.  If God is working all things in our life according to the counsel of His perfect plan, then we should always give thanks for all things; for we know that all these things are from God, who does all things for our benefit.


m.  There is nothing happening now on earth that will not be fixed, remedied, solved, or corrected on earth during the millennial reign of Christ.  You will be in resurrection body with Christ for a thousand years and will have every injustice that occurred to you during your life now corrected by Him for that one thousand year reign.


n.  Most of the things we think are important to us now will be so insignificant to us after we receive our resurrection body and escrow blessings for the millennial reign of Christ and the eternal state that we won’t care about the injustices that happened to us in our former life on earth.


o.  The “good” here is God’s perfect plan.  The name of that plan in Scripture is “the Good.”  Everything that God has planned is absolute good.  His plan for our life is perfect and a part of His divine good.


p.  There is nothing about God’s plan for our life which is not good.  Since everything that happens to us, even our discipline by God is a part of that plan of God, we are expected to be thankful for all things.


q.  God uses our failures to exercise His justice in divine discipline.  If we respond to that discipline and return to the spiritual life, then He is glorified and we are blessed.  God is more than capable of turning our cursing into our blessing.  If we reject that discipline and live in a state of perpetual carnality, then the justice of God administers the sin unto death and the righteousness and justice of God are vindicated and the believer is removed from a life of terrible self-induced misery.


r.  Therefore, whether we live or die (live the spiritual life or die the sin unto death), we do all things to the glory of God.

3.  “to those who are the called ones according to the plan.”

a.  God works all grace provision, testing, discipline, and blessing together for good only for those who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  All of us were invited or called to believe in Christ.  This is mentioned extensively in Scripture.


(1)  Rom 1:6, “among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;”



(2)  Rom 1:7, “to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”



(3)  Rom 8:30, “and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.”



(4)  Rom 9:24, “even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews only, but also from among Gentiles.”



(5)  1 Cor 1:1, “Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,”



(6)  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”



(7)  1 Cor 1:24, “but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ [is] the power of God and the wisdom of God.”



(8)  Gal 1:6, “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel;”



(9)  Gal 1:15, “But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased”



(10)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”



(11)  Eph 4:1, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,”



(12)  Eph 4:4, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling;”



(13)  Col 3:15, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”



(14)  1 Thes 4:7, “For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification.”



(15)  2 Thes 2:14, “It was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(16)  1 Tim 6:12, “Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.”



(17)  2 Tim 1:9, “who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,”



(18)  Heb 5:4, “And no one takes the honor to himself, but receives it when he is called by God, even as Aaron was.”



(19)  Heb 9:15, “For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.”



(20)  Heb 11:8, “By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.”



(21)  Heb 11:16, “But as it is, they desire a better country that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”



(22)  1 Pet 1:15, “but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior;”



(23)  1 Pet 2:9, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;”



(24)  1 Pet 2:21, “For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,”



(25)  1 Pet 3:9, “not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.”



(26)  1 Pet 5:10, “After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you.”



(27)  2 Pet 1:3, “seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.”



(28)  Jude 1, “Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to those who are the called, beloved in God the Father, and kept for Jesus Christ.”


c.  We are all invited to believe in Christ and when we do, we are entered into the greatest plan ever devised—God’s plan for the Church Age believer.
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