Romans 8:25



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the thing which” or “what.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The active voice indicates that we (all Church Age believers positive to doctrine) produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ELPIZW, which means “to hope in the sense of having a confident expectation in something happening or for something to happen.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and can also be static present for a state or condition that exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the Church Age believer produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“However if we have confident expectation for what we do not see, and we do,”

 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means (which means “by means of, through, or with”) from the feminine singular noun HUPOMONĒ, meaning “patience, steadfastness, perseverance, endurance, fortitude, patient waiting.”  Finally, we have the first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb APEKDECHOMAI, which means “to await eagerly (as we had it in verse 19) or to wait patiently.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected of all Church Age believers.  This is also a static present for a condition that exists throughout the Church Age.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning; all Church Age believers positive to doctrine producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of our state of mind while awaiting our resurrection body.
“with fortitude we await eagerly.”

Rom 8:25 corrected translation
“However if we have confident expectation for what we do not see [and we do], with fortitude we await eagerly.”
Explanation:
1.  “However if we have confident expectation for what we do not see [and we do],”

a.  “Now with reference to that confident expectation [the redemption of our body in resurrection] we have been saved.  But when an expectation is realized, it is not an expectation.  So who has confident expectation for what he realizes?  However if we have confident expectation for what we do not see [and we do], with fortitude we await eagerly.”

b.  Paul’s last statement in verse 24 dwelt with a person who no longer had a confident expectation because that expectation had been realized.  In this verse Paul contrasts the person who has had a confident expectation realized with us, who have not yet had our confident expectation in receiving a resurrection body realized.


c.  Paul makes his point in this verse using a first class conditional clause as his premise.  The first class condition in the Greek states something that is absolutely or hypothetically true, but puts it in the form of a condition.


d.  The reason for the conditional nature of what Paul is saying is that not all believers are confidently expecting their resurrection body.  We need only look at the first epistle to the Thessalonians to see that some believers were in doubt that they would ever receive a resurrection body.


e.  Even though some believers may not have absolute confidence in the fact they will be resurrected, it is still a fact that it will happen and they will receive a resurrection body.


f.  The doubts of man do not nullify or negate the promises of God.


g.  Paul is absolutely certain that we will receive a resurrection body and he is aware that many of the Roman believers share his confident expectation.  But there are still those in reversionism and perpetual carnality that are no longer or never were confident of receiving their resurrection body.


h.  The only person who has a resurrection body right now is our Lord Jesus Christ and we cannot see Him.  Therefore, we have no empirical proof that a resurrection body exists or will exist.  The only proof we have is the word of God.  Either God is telling the truth or He is a liar.  There is no middle ground.


i.  For those with doctrine in their souls, they have a confident expectation in something they cannot see and will never see in this life.  We will never see our own resurrection body until the Rapture of the Church.  However, we will be able to see the Lord’s resurrection body after death, while in an interim body awaiting the Rapture of the Church.


j.  We have the same confident expectation in receiving a resurrection body as we have in the fact that our soul was saved the moment we believed in Christ.

2.  “with fortitude we await eagerly.”

a.  Since we have this confident expectation of receiving a resurrection body we wait patiently and eagerly for the Rapture of the Church.


b.  Waiting patiently and waiting eagerly are not incompatible.



(1)  We wait patiently because God’s timing is perfect and we have absolute confidence in God’s timing.



(2)  We wait eagerly because we cannot wait to get rid of the sin nature and have a physical body capable of the greatest love for God and the greatest happiness.


c.  Therefore we wait eagerly with patience, fortitude, endurance, steadfastness, and perseverance.



(1)  Patience is our relaxed mental attitude of impersonal love and tolerance of others in Satan’s cosmic systems who reject and ridicule us.



(2)  Fortitude is the filling of the Holy Spirit, who empowers us to execute the spiritual life and plan of God for our lives.



(3)  Endurance is our ability to handle suffering for blessing in all of its categories (providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, and evidence testing).



(4)  Steadfastness is our constant, absolute confidence in the word of God, making it our number one priority in life at all times.



(5)  Perseverance is our continual advance in the spiritual life regardless of the satanic attacks, personal failures, historical disasters, or circumstances that would derail us.


d.  Therefore, throughout our spiritual life, one confident expectation remains regardless of what happens—we are absolutely certain that we will receive a resurrection body and live with God forever in a state of maximum blessing and perfect happiness.  This is worth waiting for no matter what happens to us.
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