Romans 8:21



- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the predicate use of the nominative subject from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “itself” with the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KTISIS, meaning “the creation” and referring to the plant and animal kingdoms of planet earth.  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to be set free.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which describes what will happen.


The passive voice indicates that the plant and animal creation and planet earth receives the action of being set free from its curse of having to punish mankind by not providing for him all that God wants it to provide.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Because the creation itself also shall be set free”

 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun DOULEIA, which means “from the slavery.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PHTHORA, which means “to ruin, destruction, dissolution, deterioration, corruption in the world of nature the equivalent of coming into being and passing away—of the state of being perishable; slavery to decay Rom 8:21.”
  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular article and noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “for the purpose of the freedom.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA, meaning “of the glory, honor, or praise.”  Then we have the objective genitive from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON, meaning “of the children.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”

“from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”

Rom 8:21 corrected translation
“Because the creation itself also shall be set free from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Because the creation itself also shall be set free”

a.  The context says, “Since the eager expectation of the creation [material universe] waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  For the creation was subordinated [at the Fall] to frustration [purposelessness], not willingly but because of Him who subordinated on the basis of hope.  Because the creation itself also shall be set free from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”

b.  This verse explains why the material creation of God on the earth waits with eager expectation for the revelation of the sons of God.  It does so because it will be set free from its role in the punishment of mankind because of his original sin.


c.  God uses His other creations on earth to punish mankind for His original sin.


d.  This punishment continues from the judgment of mankind in the Garden of Eden until the second advent of Christ.


e.  The earth, and the plant and animal kingdoms are not used to punish mankind after the second advent of Christ.  They are free from this role.  This is why animals lose their ferocity, and there will be no tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanoes, tidal waves, floods, wildfires, etc. during the millennial reign of Christ.


f.  Our verse says that the creation will be set free from its slavery to corruption or decay.



(1)  Because of the corruption of man and the introduction of spiritual and physical death into the human race as the judgment upon mankind, the plant and animal creation share in that judgment.



(2)  The plant and animal kingdom did nothing wrong prior to the fall of man, but the plant and animal kingdom come under the same judgment of physical death and decay as mankind does because man was the ruler of the world.



(3)  Therefore, because of the fall of mankind and subsequent judgment of physical death, the plant and animal kingdom share in that judgment, being under the authority of mankind as the ruler of the world.



(4)  The plant and animal kingdom are subject to corruption, ruin, and decay physically is because of the judgment of man.  It is difficult for man to have to suffer through toiling and laboring over food bearing plants, if those plants never die.  So death is introduced into the plant and animal kingdom, so that man will not have an unending food supply.  Instead man must constantly toil and work for his food as a part of his punishment.



(5)  But once the Second Advent occurs, our Lord restores the perfect environment of the earth and sets the plant and animal kingdom free from the constant cycle of death and decay.



(6)  Being set free, this means that there will be no death, decay, ruin, or corruption of plants or animals during the millennial reign of Christ.  This probably means there will also be no bad bacteria, no viruses, and no disease.


g.  The plant and animal creation is eagerly awaiting and anticipating being able to live without having to suffer and die ever again.  We can easily anticipate Paul’s comparison to the attitude expected of the Church Age believer with regard to the same eager expectation of the Rapture of the Church, Second Advent, and millennial reign of Christ.

2.  “from the slavery to corruption and decay for the purpose of the freedom of the glory [honor, praise] of the children of God.”

a.  The entire non-human creation of God on earth eagerly desires to be set free from having to die and decay so that it can have the same freedom as all believers in the millennial reign of Christ to glorify God.


b.  The creation of God wants the freedom to glorify God as God originally intended and as it did so well prior to the fall of mankind.


c.  The children of God will glorify God during the millennial reign of Christ.  The material creation of God wants to be free to take part in that glorification of God.


d.  Not only will God be glorified during the millennial reign of Christ, but Christ will also glorify His royal family, His bride, who is with Him.  We share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ during His millennial reign.


e.  The material creation on earth wants to join in that honor and praise of the royal family during the Second Advent and it will be set free in order to do so.


f.  Think of it—every plant and animal on earth during the millennial reign of Christ will honor, praise, and glorify you because you believed in Christ.  You will not need approbation lust; you will be praised and honored forever as the Bride of Christ.
� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 858). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
3

