Romans 8:20



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the dative of direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MATAIOTĒS, which means “emptiness, futility, purposelessness, transitoriness: the creation was subjected to frustration”
 or “pertaining to being useless on the basis of being futile and lacking in content - ‘useless, futile, empty, futility.’”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KTISIS, which means “the sum total of everything created, creation, world: the creation, what was created in contrast to the Creator, Rom 1:25.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to become subject, to be subordinated.”


The aorist tense is a historical or constative aorist, which regards the action as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the material creation of Jesus Christ received the action of being subordinated.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For the creation was subordinated to frustration [purposelessness],”

 - is the absolute negative OUCH, meaning “not” with the appositional nominative from the feminine singular adjective HEKWN, meaning “willing (ly) , glad (ly); of one’s own free will (1 Cor 9:17,“For if I am doing this willingly, and I am, I have reward; but if unwillingly, I have been entrusted with a commission.”) against its own will.”
  Then we have the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject, to subordinate.” 


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “because of the One who.”


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a historical fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ as the Supreme Court Judge of the material universe produced the action of subordinating His creation.


The participle is circumstantial.

The prepositional phrase which follows belongs with the next clause.  We have the preposition EPI plus the figurative use of the locative of place of the noun ELPIS, “of that upon which a state of being, an action, or a result is based on the basis of faith Acts 3:16; Phil 3:9, on the basis of hope, supporting itself on hope Acts 2:26; Rom 4:18; 8:20; 1 Cor 9:10; Tit 1:2.”

“not willingly but because of Him who subordinated on the basis of hope.”

Rom 8:20 corrected translation
“For the creation was subordinated to frustration [purposelessness], not willingly but because of Him who subordinated on the basis of hope.”
Explanation:
1.  “For the creation was subordinated [at the Fall] to frustration [purposelessness],”

a.  Paul continues by explaining why the material universe eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God at the Second Advent.


b.  As we saw in the last verse “the creation” refers to the material universe, but specially here to the restored earth prior to the fall of man in the Garden of Eden.


c.  The subordination of our Lord’s creation and God the Holy Spirit’s restoration at the fall of man is described in Gen 3:17-19, “Then to the man He said, ‘Because you have obeyed the voice of your wife and ate from the tree which I commanded you saying, ‘You shall not eat from it’, the ground is being cursed on account of you; in toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.  Both thorn and thistle it [the ground] will grow for you; and you will eat the green plant of the field.  By the sweat of your face you will eat bread until you return to the ground, because from it you were taken; for you are dust and to dust you will return.’”


d.  The creation of God did nothing wrong, but God uses His creation to punish man.


e.  The earth was designed to be a place of maximum blessing and provision for mankind.  This was God’s perfect plan and perfect design prior to the fall of man.


f.  Our Lord will restore the earth to a perfect environment for the habitation of man in maximum blessing during His millennial rule.


g.  The frustration of the earth right now is that it is not allowed to provide the full blessing for mankind that God has designed for it.


h.  The earth wants to manifest that for which God has truly designed it, but it is unable to do so because of the curse on mankind due to his disobedience to God.


i.  However, at the Second Advent the earth will be released from this curse and it will be permitted to manifest the glory of God for which God designed it from the beginning of human history.


j.  Even though the earth provides many wonderful things for mankind now and has throughout human history, it is nothing compared to what the earth will do for man during the millennial reign of Christ.  It will produce so much food, so much wealth, and so much beauty, that no man worldwide will lack for anything as long as they are willing to work.
2.  “not willingly but because of Him who subordinated on the basis of hope.”

a.  The earth did nothing wrong in the fall of man.  It did exactly what God wanted—it provided a perfect environment and home for mankind.


b.  But God used His material creation to punish man for his disobedience.  When Gen 3:17-19 says that the ground was cursed, this was not a judgment against the earth.  The curse is that the plant and animal kingdom is used by God to judge and punish mankind for his sin instead of being used for the blessing of man and glorification of God as God had originally intended.


c.  Therefore, the earth and the animal kingdom are used by God not willingly but against their will to provide punishment for mankind, who must now work hard for food.


d.  The material creation of the earth (the plant and animal kingdom) was subordinated to the position of being used in the punishment of mankind by Jesus Christ who judged mankind in the Garden of Eden.  The word “Him” refers to our Lord Jesus Christ who came in the Garden and passed judgment on mankind after his fall.


e.  But the material creation still has confidence in the plan of God.  It still has hope.  It accepted its subordination by God to its current role in punishment on the basis of the confidence that things would not remain this way forever.  This is why the creation eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God.


f.  The plant and animal creation of Jesus Christ have confidence that He will restore them in the future to their intended function of blessing mankind and glorifying God to the maximum.


g.  A little different word order in the English helps us understand the thought here: the creation was subordinated to frustration on the basis of confidence because of Him who subordinated.  The material creation of God was subordinated to a lower purpose than that for which God originally intended it to have.  But this subordination was accomplished on the basis of confidence in that same God who subordinated it, knowing that He would restore it to its higher function at the Second Advent—the revelation of the sons of God.  This is why the material creation eagerly awaits with eager expectation the revelation of the sons of God.
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