Romans 8:19



- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Since” and giving the grounds or supporting evidence for a conclusion—in this case Paul’s previous statement that the glory of God is destined to be revealed for us.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APOKARADOKIA, which means “eager expectation as in Phil 1:20, ‘according to my eager expectation’.”
  With this we have subjective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KTISIS, which means “of the creation” and refers to the material universe.
“Since the eager expectation of the creation”

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun APOKALUPSIS, which means “the revelation, disclosure, revealing.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine plural article and noun HUIOS, which means “of the sons.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The entire object is “the revealing of the sons of God.”  This is a reference to the royal family of God—all Church Age believers.  Finally we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb APEKDECHOMAI, which means to wait eagerly, as in:


Phil 3:20, “For our aristocracy exists in heaven, even from which place we eagerly anticipate the savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,”

Heb 9:28, “so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.”

1 Cor 1:7, “so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ;”

Rom 8:23, “And not only nature, but ourselves also, though possessing the first fruits from the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly anticipating the adoption, that is, the redemption of our body.”

Gal 5:5, “For because of the Spirit we eagerly await the expectation of righteousness by means of doctrine.”

Rom 8:25, “Now if we hope [possess confident anticipation] for what we do not see, and we do, then through fortitude we stand in eager anticipation.”

1 Pet 3:20, “who once were disobedient, when the patience of God continued to wait patiently in the days of Noah, while the ark was being constructed, into which a few, that is eight souls, were brought safely through the water.”  Notice the word can be used for both eager anticipation and for waiting patiently.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present, which describes what began in the past (at the Fall of Man) and continues until the Second Advent of Christ.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning; the creation of God producing the action of waiting for Second Advent of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.”

Rom 8:19 corrected translation
“Since the eager expectation of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Since the eager expectation of the creation [the material universe]”

a.  Our present sufferings are not comparable to our glorious future with God.  We know this because the material universe eagerly awaits our revelation as the sons of God.


b.  The term “the creation” refers to the creation of the material universe by our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of all things, Col 1:16-17.


c.  God created the material universe in a state of perfection.  Satan ruined it with his fall and subsequent evil.


d.  God created mankind perfect.  Satan deceived the woman and motivated her to contribute to the man’s fall.  Then man deliberately ruined himself by doing what she wanted.

e.  The material universe and the animal kingdom suffered as a result of the fall of man.  Since the fall of man, the material universe and animal kingdom have been eagerly awaiting the redemption of mankind and revelation of redeemed mankind in a glorified state with God.


g.  This revelation will take place at the second advent of Christ, when perfect environment will be restored on the earth.

2.  “waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.”

a.  The sons of God refers to all believers.



(1)  The fact that it refers to the Church, the royal family of God, that is, all Church Age believers was defined in Rom 8:14, “For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.”



(2)  Jewish believers are also called the sons of God, Hos 1:10, “Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and in the place where it is said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ it will be said to them, ‘You are the sons of the living God.’” Cf. Rom 9:26.



(3)   Gal 3:26, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”

b.  Our revelation occurs with Christ at the Second Advent, Col 3:4, “When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”


c.  Believers growing in grace have the exact same eager anticipation of the revelation of our Lord as the material universe does, 1 Cor 1:7, “so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


d.  Just as the believer is graced out at the second advent of Christ, so also the material universe will experience the grace of God, “For this reason prepare your mind for action, be self-controlled, have absolute confidence in the grace which is being brought to all of you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”  1 Pet 1:13.

e.  The material universe is anxiously awaiting the manifestation of the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ, its creator, because it will share in His glorification just as we share in His glorification.  1 Jn 3:2, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.”


f.  All of our Lord’s creation, both material and immaterial, is eagerly awaiting the manifestation of His glory, that it may be glorified with Him and share in His glory.  The only exception to this is those who have rejected the love of God, both angelic and human creatures.
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