Romans 8:16



– is the nominative subject from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used in the predicate position (outside the article and noun it modifies) and meaning “Himself.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “The Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUMMARTUREW, which means “testify or bear witness with, then also generally to confirm, testify in support of someone or something (as early as Solon the prefix συν- has in the highest degree the effect of strengthening).”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.  This can also be a durative present for what takes place throughout the life of the Church Age believer.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of bearing witness with, confirming, and testifying in support of our human spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the instrumental of association from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with our spirit” and referring to the human spirit created by the Holy Spirit in every believer at the moment of salvation.

“The Spirit Himself testifies together with our [human] spirit”
 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI to indicate the content of the action of the previous verb of action (in this case SUMMARTUREW).  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “we are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action of being what we are.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun TEKNON, meaning “children.”  Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” and referring to God the Father.

“that we are children of God.”
Rom 8:16 corrected translation
“The Spirit Himself testifies together with our [human] spirit that we are children of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “The Spirit Himself testifies together with our [human] spirit”

a.  Paul continues with another proof as to why “we are the sons of God” (verse 14).


b.  There are two witnesses to the fact we are the sons or children of God—God the Holy Spirit and our own human spirit created by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.


c.  In the Mosaic Law God always required the testimony of two witnesses.  God holds Himself to the same standard in the testimony before the Supreme Court of Heaven.  God requires two witnesses to testify that we have believed in Christ.  These two witnesses against Satan are God the Holy Spirit, who lives within us, and our human spirit.


d.  Every believer testifies before the Supreme Court of Heaven that they have believed in Christ.  Then God the Holy Spirit testifies as well to that same fact.


e.  The fact we have a human spirit is testimony in itself, because the unbeliever has no human spirit, 1 Cor 2:14, “But the soulish man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and so he is not able to understand, because they are spiritually examined.”  This testimony occurs at the moment of salvation and continues for the rest of our lives (the present tense in the verb).


f.  Therefore, God the Holy Spirit can testify to the facts that:



(1)  We have believed in Christ.



(2)  He has made that faith efficacious for salvation.



(3)  He has created a human spirit within us.



(4)  He has imputed eternal life to that human spirit, thus regenerating our human spirit.



(5)  He indwells us and fills us.



(6)  He has baptized or identified us with Christ by entering us into union with Him.


g.  All of these things add up to the fact we are the children of God.

2.  “that we are children of God.”

a.  We are both the sons of God (verse 14, HUIOS) and the children of God (our verse, TEKNON).


b.  This word indicates that we have an intimate family relationship with God, in which God is responsible for our care and well-being.  This is why God provides logistical grace support to every believer regardless of their fellowship status with God.


c.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Rom 8:21, “that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.”


(2)  Rom 9:6-8, “But it is not as though the word of God has failed.  For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants, but: ‘through Isaac your descendants will be named.’  That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants.”



(3)  Phil 2:15, “In order that you yourselves might become blameless [not censured by God for reversionism] even innocent [full of doctrinal integrity], faultless [from the standpoint of establishment] sons of God in the middle of a crooked [rejection of divine establishment] and perverted [under influence of evil] generation, among whom you [mature believers] keep shining as light-giving bodies in the world.”



(4)  Eph 5:1, “Therefore, become imitators of your God, as beloved children.”



(5)  Jn 1:12, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name”


(6)  Jn 11:52, “and not for the nation only, but in order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.”


(7)  1 Jn 3:1-2, “Concentrate on how great a love the Father has given to us, that we should be designated children of God, and we are children of God.  Therefore, the cosmic system does not understand us, because it did not understand Him [Christ during the First Advent].  Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed.  We know that if He should appear, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”



(8)  1 Jn 3:10a, “By this, children of God and disciples of the devil [believers in the cosmic system] are manifest [obvious]: anyone who does not manufacture integrity and anyone who does not love his fellow believer is not from God.”



(9) 1 Jn 5:2, “By this [cognizance of both direction and motivation of virtue] we have come to know that we keep loving the children of God [unconditional love for all].  Whenever we love God [personal love for God] and we execute His mandates.”
� Arndt, W.  A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature (electronic ed. of the 2nd ed., rev. and augmented.) (Page 778). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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