Romans 8:15
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the absolute negative OU, meaning “not.”  With this we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action of not receiving a life of slavery to the sin nature into a single whole and regards it from its results.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of not receiving a life of slavery.


The indicative mood is declarative for a absolute statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “the spirit as a part of the human personality as the source and seat of insight, feeling, and will, generally as the representative part of the inner life of man.”
  In this sense the word PNEUMA refers to a “life-spirit” or “the inner life” of a person that comes from the function of the human spirit regenerated by God the Holy Spirit at salvation.  This is certainly a play on words with the meaning of PNEUMA, which follows in the next clause.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DOULEIA, which means “slavery.”  This is followed by the adverb of time PALIN, meaning “again, once more, or anew.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “resulting in fear.”
“For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the past action of receiving God the Holy Spirit into a single whole and regards it from its results.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of receiving the Holy Spirit in both indwelling and filling at the moment of salvation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a absolute statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative neuter singular from the noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun HUIOTHESIA, which means “adoption (of children), literally a legal technical term; in our literature, i.e. in Paul, only in a transferred sense 1) of the acceptance of the nation of Israel as son of God Rom 9:4; and 2) of those who turn to Christianity and are accepted by God as his sons Gal 4:5; Eph 1:5.”
  Together these two words become a title for God the Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of adoption.”  This is the play on words with the previous phrase “the inner life-spirit of slavery.”
“but you have received the Spirit of adoption”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by agency of Whom” and referring back to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to call out, to cry out” in a loud voice, that is, “to shout.”


The present tense is an iterative present for what now occurs at successive intervals.  It is also a descriptive present for what is going on during the spiritual life of the believer in fellowship with God.  It could also be viewed as a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur by believers.


The active voice indicates that all believers in fellowship with God produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a simple statement of fact and the reality of what is happening normally and periodically.

This is followed by the Aramaic word ABBA,  vocative form, meaning “father, and transliterated abba, the Aramaic form used in prayer and in the family circle, taken over by Greek-speaking Christians, Mk 14:36; Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6.”
  Finally, we have the vocative masculine singular from the article used as a first person personal pronoun and the noun PATĒR, meaning “My Father.”
“by agency of Whom we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”
Rom 8:15 corrected translation
“For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption by agency of Whom we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”
Explanation:
1.  “For you have not received again an inner-life of slavery resulting in fear,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of what it means to be a son of God, being led by the Spirit of God.


b.  When we were born physically, we received an inner-life of slavery to the sin nature.


c.  This became our lifestyle of slavery to the sin nature as unbelievers.


d.  A major part or function of this life of slavery to sin is the function of fear in the life of the unbeliever.


e.  We are all born into an inner life of slavery to the sin nature, and therefore, slaves to fear.


f.  Not only are we afraid of what we might do wrong, but afraid of the punishment that follows for doing that wrong.  We have a lifestyle of slavery to fear, worry, and anxiety as unbelievers.


g.  The word “again” points to the second part of this sentence, which indicates that we have been born again into a new lifestyle or inner-life, which is totally without or apart from fear.


h.  The Christian life is a life totally free from slavery to the sin nature, and therefore, totally free of fear.  We are to have no fear of life, no fear of dying, and no fear of death.  We are to have a healthy respect for danger, which is not the same thing as the sin of fear.


i.  So at physical birth we receive an inner-life and at the new birth or spiritual birth (regeneration) we receive an inner-life.


j.  The former inner-life is created and controlled by the sin nature and results in fear.  The latter inner-life is created and controlled by the Holy Spirit and results in the most intimate relationship with God the Father.

2.  “but you have received the Spirit of adoption”

a.  In contrast to the life of fear as unbelievers, we have received God the Holy Spirit, who is called here “the Spirit of Adoption.”


b.  We are adopted by God the Father as His sons.  This is a part of the ministry of the baptism of the Spirit in which we are entered into union with Christ; for Eph 1:5 says, “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.”

3.  “by agency of Whom [Holy Spirit] we keep shouting, ‘Abba, My Father.’”

a.  God the Holy Spirit is the person by Whom and through Whom we have the motivation as sons of God to address God the Father as our Father.


b.  God the Holy Spirit establishes our relationship with God the Father by putting us into union with Christ.


c.  Our union with Christ makes us sons of God as He is the Son of God.


d.  Therefore, as the sons of God the Father we have the privilege of addressing the Father directly in prayer and seeking help in time of need.


e.  We have an intimate relationship with God the Father through Jesus Christ by the agency of God the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, we have a new spiritual life totally apart from the sin nature and the fear associated with the sin nature.
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