Romans 8:14



- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural correlative adjective HOSOS, used as a substantive and meaning “as many as.”  This is followed by the instrumental of agency from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “by the Spirit” with the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb AGW, which means “to be led.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates that the believers in fellowship with God receive the action of being led by the Spirit of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God,”
 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these persons” or “these ones” or simply “these.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun HUIOS, meaning “the adult or mature sons.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of belonging to God.  Finally, we have the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “they are.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that those being led by God the Holy Spirit produce the action of being the sons of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“these are the sons of God.”
Rom 8:14 corrected translation
“For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “For as many as are being led by the Spirit of God,”

a.  Paul continues by giving an explanation of his last statement “if by means of the Spirit you put a stop to the actions of the body [sin, human good, and evil], you will live.”


b.  Those who put a stop to the actions of the sin nature are being led by the Spirit of God, that is, by God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The Holy Spirit encourages the believer to reject the temptations of the sin nature.  Those who listen to and obey the Holy Spirit and reject the temptations and solutions of the sin nature are being led by the Spirit of God.


d.  Even though believers are indwelt by God the Holy Spirit, that does not mean that they are being led by the Spirit.  In order to be led by the Spirit, we must know what God expects of us.  The only way to know what God expects of us is to learn and believe the word of God as taught by the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher in the privacy of the local church.


e.  Once we learn doctrine and believe it, then God the Holy Spirit can cause us to recall that doctrine from the seven compartments of our stream of consciousness.  Having remembered what we have been taught, we then have the opportunity of acting upon that information.


f.  Those who act upon the doctrine in their souls follow the Holy Spirit, just as our Lord did in His humanity during the First Advent.  Those who do not act upon the doctrine in their souls or those who have never bothered to learn the word of God and put any doctrine in their souls are not being led by the Spirit of God.


g.  Instead ignorant and arrogant believers are led by the lust pattern of their sin nature.  They imitate the unbeliever and Satan rather than imitating Christ.

2.  “these are the sons of God.”

a.  Those who follow the lead of God the Holy Spirit advance to spiritual maturity.  They are given a title here of “the sons of God.”  We are all the children of God by faith in Christ, but only those who love and obey the teachings of Scripture are the sons of God.


b.  Not all believers grow up spiritually in their thinking to become sons of God.  Many remain in spiritual childhood and are controlled by their sin nature and their emotions.


c.  Spiritual maturity is a system of thinking based upon doctrine in the soul.  Not all believers make the effort or take the time to put doctrine in their soul.  They never grow up and continue to act as they did as babies or teenagers.  Their life has never changed spiritually.


d.  But there are those believers who listen, learn, and act upon the teaching of the word of God and develop a whole new system of mature thinking.  These are the mature sons or adult sons of God.  Their life is far different in their thinking than it was when they became believers.  They have grown up spiritually.
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