Romans 8:10



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” and returning us to the main line of thought.  The last statement began with DE was a parenthetical statement that took us away from the main line of thought and this DE brings us back.  “However you are not under the authority of the flesh [the sin nature] but under the authority of the Spirit, since after all the Spirit of God dwells in you.  (But (DE) if anyone does not have the Spirit from Christ [unbeliever], this person does not belong to Him.)  Now (DE) if Christ is in you and He is…”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name CHRISTOS, transliterated as “Christ.”  There is no verb, making this statement very dramatic, emphatic, and dogmatic.  In English we add the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is]” to smooth out the translation, but this takes away from the dramatic statement. Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”

“Now, if Christ [is] in you [and He is],”
- is the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “the body” and referring to the human body.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective NEKROS, meaning “dead” and referring to the temporal death of the believer in perpetual carnality.  The fact we have a nominative subject and predicate nominative indicate that there is definitely an ellipsis of the verb EIMI here, meaning “[is].”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “because of the sin nature.”  The absence of the article indicates that this is not a reference to just any personal sin but to the function of the one and only old sin nature.

“on the one hand the body [is] dead [temporal death] because of the sin nature,”
 - is the other half of the MEN…DE construction, meaning “on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life.”  Again we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Finally, we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, meaning “because of righteousness” and referring to the imputation of divine righteousness at the point of salvation.

“but on the other hand the Spirit [is] life because of righteousness.”
Rom 8:10 corrected translation
“Now, if Christ [is] in you [and He is], on the one hand the body [is] dead [temporal death] because of the sin nature, but on the other hand the Spirit [is] life because of [imputed divine] righteousness.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now, if Christ [is] in you [and He is], on the one hand the body [is] dead [temporal death] because of the sin nature,”

a.  Paul returns to his main line of thought and discussion and presents two sides of a coin to us.


b.  Paul states his argument based on the fact that the believer is indwelt with Christ.



(1)  The indwelling of Christ is also taught by Paul in Col 1:27, but that letter would not be written for another five years, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”



(2)  Our Lord prophesied that He would live in us in Jn 14:19‑20, “Before long the world will see Me no longer, but you will see Me; because I live, you also will live.  In that day [Church Age], you shall come to know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.”



(3)  The apostle John also taught this doctrine, 1 Jn 3:23‑24.  “Furthermore, this is His mandate: that we believe in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love each other just as He [Jesus Christ] gave us mandate.  And he who executes His mandates keeps residing in it [the spiritual life], and He [Jesus Christ] resides in him.  Furthermore, by this [living the spiritual life], we have come to know that He resides in us from the Holy Spirit whom He [Jesus Christ] has given to us.”




(a)  Christ keeps on residing in the believer who keeps on residing and functioning in the spiritual life.  This is for the purpose of motivation for momentum.




(b)  The Holy Spirit is the teacher of the doctrine of the indwelling of Jesus Christ.  By living the spiritual life, and continuing to expose ourselves to the teaching of doctrine, we come to know that Christ resides in us.




(c)  Jesus Christ indwelling our bodies is our status quo since salvation, but Jesus Christ being glorified in our bodies is the ultimate experience of spiritual adulthood.  The three stages of spiritual adulthood are related to three experiences associated with Christ in our bodies, which are distinct from Christ indwelling our bodies.





i.  The experience of spiritual self-esteem is “Christ being formed in our bodies,” Gal 4:19.





ii.  The experience of spiritual autonomy is “Christ being at home in our hearts,” Eph 3:17.





iii.  The experience of spiritual maturity is “Christ being glorified in our bodies,” Phil 1:20.




(d)  These stages of experience are a result of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, who from His base of operations in our body functions as “the filling of the Spirit.”




(e)  The indwelling of Jesus Christ demands that every believer give first priority to his relationship with God before his relationship with people.

c.  This phrase “the body is dead” cannot refer to spiritual death because Jesus Christ does not reside in members of the human race who are spiritually dead.  It cannot refer to physical death because Jesus Christ does not reside in physical bodies that are dead (not even His own physical body when it died).  Therefore, this can only refer to temporal death or the state of the human body under the control of the sin nature.


d.  The first half of Paul’s argument is this: Jesus Christ indwells us or lives in us because we are alive spiritually because we have been given eternal life and the Spirit of God now dwells in us so that Jesus Christ can dwell in us.  Therefore, if we are spiritually alive, then when we sin, our human bodies are dead spiritually.  So the problem is that God has made us spiritually alive in our bodies and all three members of the Trinity are living in us, yet we turn around and sin with our bodies causing temporal death in our physical bodies.  When we sin, we are working against everything God is doing by giving us eternal life, having the Holy Spirit indwell us, and then having God the Father and God the Son indwell us.

2.  “but on the other hand the Spirit [is] life because of [imputed divine] righteousness.”

a.  In contrast to the carnal believer, in this clause we have the believer under the control of the Holy Spirit, living the spiritual life of the Church Age based on the imputation of divine righteousness.


b.  God gives us His very own righteousness at the moment of salvation.  Because we have His righteousness we also receive eternal life.  But this is not the only life we receive.  We also receive the spiritual life, which is the life of being filled with God the Holy Spirit and influenced by Him for the production of divine good and the glorification of God.


c.  Hence, we receive the life of the Spirit because God the Father has considered us and made us the righteousness of God in Christ.


d.  God the Holy Spirit is our life.  He is our spiritual life as royal family of God after salvation.  The Spirit is our Mentor, our teacher; He indwells us and fills us; He guides us, instructs us, and motivates us.  He does all these things for us because we have the imputation of God the Father’s righteousness and share the righteousness of God the Son, being in union with Him.


e.  The Holy Spirit lives in us, so that we might execute the spiritual life God has given us.  But the Spirit also lives in us to counteract, nullify, suppress, and defeat the power of the sin nature in its attempts to control our physical life.  There is a definite battle going on in each one of us between the Spirit and the sin nature over who is going to rule the body and control the soul.


f.  Since we belong to Christ and are indwelt by Christ, the Holy Spirit, whom Christ sent to help us, creates a spiritual life for us in which we live, creates a temple out of our physical bodies in which Christ can live, and then battles daily with the sin nature for control of the high ground of the spiritual life.  If you are not on God’s side in this battle through positive volition and the consistent use of rebound, then you are in temporal death like the woman of 1 Tim 5:6, “But she who gives herself to wanton pleasure is dead even while she lives.”
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