Romans 7:5




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when, while, as long as.”
  Then we have the first person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we were.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which is used to depict an act as beginning in the past and continuing over a period of time up to some undefined point in the past (whenever we believed in Christ, which is undefined because it is different for each person).


The active voice indicates that believers, as unbelievers, produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun SARX, which means “in the flesh,” which is a metaphor for being under the control of the sin nature as unbelievers.
“For while we were in the flesh,”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun PATHĒMA, which means “passions and is only used in a bad sense in biblical literature, and only in Paul and only in the plural (the) sinful passions Rom 7:5.  It is used with EPITHUMIA in Gal 5:24.”
  With this we have the attributive genitive from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “sinful.”  The passions of the sin nature refer to the lust patterns of the sin nature or the sinful impulses to desire to sin.  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article used as a relative pronoun, meaning “which” and referring to these sinful passions just mentioned.  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, which means “by means of or through the Law” and is a reference to the Mosaic Law.  There is either an ellipsis of the verb EIMI here, meaning “which [were] through the Law” or the article before this prepositional phrase substantivizes the prepositional phrase into an adjective modifying the subject ‘the sinful passions’.  The result is that either we have the literal translation “the sinful, through the Law passions were effective in our members” or “the sinful passions, which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members.”  The latter is better English, so I will use that translation.

Then we have the third person singular imperfect middle indicative from the verb ENERGEW, which is intransitive and means “to (energize), work, be at work, operate, be effective, and in the middle in our literature always with an impersonal subject.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect again (see above).


The middle voice indicates that our volition was intimately involved in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the prepositional phrase EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun MELOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means in our members, parts, that is parts of the body.
“the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the law, were effective in our members”
 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular article and aorist active infinitive from the verb KARPOPHOREW, which means “to bear fruit, to produce fruit.”


The construction EIS plus the accusative from the articular infinitive is one of the many ways in Greek of introducing a result clause.  It is translated “with the result that” or “resulting in.”


The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which presents the action as a generally accepted fact or universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the sinful passions produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.

Finally, we have the either the locative of sphere or the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, which means “in the sphere of [spiritual] death” or “in association with [spiritual] death.”  Both mean essentially the same thing theologically.

“resulting in fruit bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.”
Rom 7:5 corrected translation
“For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members, resulting in fruit bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.”
Explanation:
1.  “For while we were in the flesh,”

a.  Paul continues by explaining why we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.

b.  This phrase refers to the time before our salvation, when we were unbelievers.  It is logically in contrast to the previous phrase at the end of the last verse.  While we were unbelievers under the control of the sin nature, we were incapable of the production of any divine good.  No matter how good we are or what good we do, as unbelievers we cannot produce any divine good.


c.  Being in the flesh does not refer to physical life here on earth; for that is true of both believers and unbelievers.  Instead this refers to the function of the flesh, which is the home of the genetically formed old sin nature.  Therefore, it refers to the function of the sin nature controlling the soul of the unbeliever in spiritual death.

2.  “the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members”

a.  The sin nature has passions and impulses called the lust pattern of the sin nature.



(1)  The lust pattern is different in each person and similar in some people.



(2)  People tend to make friends with others who have a similar lust pattern to their own.  They may not commit the same sins, but they have agreeable lust patterns.



(3)  The sin nature also has two major trends—lasciviousness or lawlessness and legalism or self-righteousness.



(4)  The lust pattern of the sin nature works within the two extremes of lawlessness and legalism.  For example, the legalist is a Christian activist against abortion clinics and then becomes completely lawless in murdering the doctors who work at the clinic.  The same lust pattern (power lust) motivates both trends of the sin nature.



(5)  Some of the patterns of lust or sinful passions include: power lust, approbation lust, criminal lust, sexual lust, monetary lust, the lust to control other people and situations, and many other things.  Everyone can have several or all of these lust patterns, but they will predominately function in one or two areas as their favorite areas of temptation.



(6)  The lust pattern can change during one’s life.  A person may have a tremendous lust for money, and then after acquiring it, they no longer lust for it, but lust for the power and control of others instead.


b.  These lust patterns are often dormant and do not reveal themselves until we grow older and find out more of the do’s and don’ts in life.  This also occurs after we become believers and have learned something of the word of God.



(1)  There are certain things a person would never think of doing unless someone said to them, “You should not do this” or “You should not do that.”  They never thought of doing “this” or “that” until the right and wrong of doing something was pointed out to them.  The sin nature was ignorant that it could do “this” or “that” prior to someone saying, “Don’t do that.”



(2)  But after learning what should not be done, the sin nature takes advantage of the situation and starts tempting the person to do “this” or “that.”  Paul will explain this in more detail as we get into this passage.


c.  Unbelievers, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, learned the Mosaic Law and became even more evil than they had ever been before as unbelievers.  Knowledge of the Law made them add to the Law the traditions of men, which they themselves had created, in order to better control others.  So learning the principles of the Mosaic Law as unbelievers only gave more ammunition to their sin nature.


d.  Their sin nature had more and more areas in which to tempt them the more they learned about the Mosaic Law.  The same thing would hold true for any unbeliever growing up in Rome apart from the Mosaic Law and simply learning the principles of Roman law.  This can be seen in criminals who never thought of committing certain crimes until they found out it was against the law or learned about them from other criminals.

e.  So Paul is saying here that the lust pattern of the sin nature became operational in the members of our body, that is, in our physical bodies.  The lust pattern tempts us to sin and the volition of our soul agrees to commit the sin, and then immediately we sin.


f.  Our physical body has now influenced our soul.  The battleground in the angelic conflict is the soul.  The unbeliever is not in the conflict; they are already under the control of the sin nature from birth because of spiritual death.  But the conflict is over the soul of the believer.  The issue in the conflict is whether or not the soul of the believer will be controlled by the human body or sin nature with its lusts or by God the Holy Spirit, who fills and influences our soul from the new birth or regeneration until we commit our first sin as a believer.  Once we sin we are no longer under the influence of the Holy Spirit, but go back under the influence of our sin nature.  We are out of fellowship with God and have to acknowledge our sin (or sins) to God, in order to get back into fellowship with God and again come under the influence or control of the Holy Spirit.

3.  “resulting in fruit bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.”

a.  The result of the sin nature controlling the soul of the unbeliever and the lust pattern of the sin nature becoming operational or effective in the life of the believer is the production of dead works.  The fruit bearing done by the unbeliever is all dead works.  They are dead works because everything the unbeliever does comes from the sphere of spiritual death.


b.  The fact that the word death here does not refer to physical death is logically explained by the fact that physically dead people don’t do anything.  They just lay motionless.  They are incapable of producing any kind of fruit.


c.  The unbeliever is born physically alive and spiritually dead.  Therefore all of the unbeliever’s works are done in the sphere of spiritual death.  So every good dead an unbeliever does is already a dead deed from a spiritually dead person under the control of the sin nature in spiritual death.


d.  The lust pattern of the sin nature in the sphere of spiritual death produces all kinds of dead fruit.  There are three major categories of dead fruit: (1)  Personal sin; (2)  Human good; (3)  Evil.


e.  Human good is another name for dead works.
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