Romans 7:15



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and explaining why Paul is under the power of the sin nature.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS used as a demonstrative pronoun and meaning “that which” or “what.”  Then we have the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative of the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “to achieve, accomplish, or do.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive or durative present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—Paul producing the action as an unbeliever and continuing to do so as a believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what happened to him as an unbeliever and still happening to him as a believer.

This is followed by the negative OU and the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know, understand (here the verb almost means to desire, want, decide).”


The present tense is a historical present to vividly and dramatically describe what occurred when Paul was an unbeliever with the implication that this is still happening to him as a believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced the action in the past and is still producing the action of doing things he does not want or desire to do and doesn’t know or understand why he keeps doing so.

“For what I accomplished in the past and continue accomplishing now, I do not understand,”
- is the causal use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “because” with the negative OU, meaning “not.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS used as a demonstrative pronoun and meaning “what.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, meaning “I wish, will, or desire.”


The present tense is both a historical present for what was happening when Paul was an unbeliever and a descriptive present for what was happening now that he was a believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what was happening.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this thing.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PRASSW, which means “to do, commit something that is wrong; hence the practice of sin.  Even in relation to sin PRASSEIN (=to practice) is less precise and POIEIN (=to do) more definite. This is perhaps the point in Rom 7:15, 19 as well.  In verse 15 the act that is only a doing is PRASSEIN but the act that is hated is POIEIN.  In verse 19, however, POIEIN denotes the seriousness of the situation in which what is not willed is done, while PRASSEIN expresses the stupid doing of the evil that is not willed.”


The present tense is a historical and descriptive present again.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“because what I desire, this I am not practicing,”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun and meaning “that which” or “what.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate, detest, abhor.”


The present tense is a historical and descriptive present for what happened to Paul as an unbeliever and what was happening to him as a believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this thing.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “I keep on doing.”

The present tense is a historical and descriptive present again.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but what I detest, this I keep on doing.”
Rom 7:15 corrected translation
“For what I accomplished in the past and continue accomplishing now, I do not understand, because what I desire, this I am not practicing, but what I detest, this I keep on doing.”
Explanation:
1.  “For what I accomplished in the past and continue accomplishing now, I do not understand,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why he was under the power of the sin nature as an unbeliever.  He uses a historical present tense to do this, which takes us back in time to the point in his life when this was occurring and has us witness it as a current event.  But by using the present tense Paul is also telling us that this is what now occurs to believers under the control of the sin nature, when they are in perpetual carnality and out of fellowship with God.


b.  First Paul makes a general statement, which he then further defines in the next two clauses.  The general statement is that he does not understand or know why he is doing what he is doing.  He is doing things he does not want to do and not doing the things he wants to do, and he does not understand why this is happening.  The fact that he does not understand tells us that this primarily refers to his life as an unbeliever.  Because as a believer with maximum doctrine in his soul, he understands exactly what the sin nature is doing when it throws up a temptation from the body and he knows exactly how to say “no” to that temptation and control his lust pattern.


c.  The sin nature creates confusion in the life.



(1)  It motivates us to do things that we know we don’t want to do, that we know will hurt us, that we know are wrong, but we go ahead and do them anyway.



(2)  The sin nature assures us that we can do the wrong thing and it will all be alright in the end.



(3)  The sin nature motivates to act regardless of the consequences.



(4)  The sin nature wants what it wants and does not care about the consequences.  This was Adam’s attitude in the Garden of Eden at the point of the original sin.  He knew the consequences of his action and did not care.  He wanted his love life with his wife more than he wanted the love of God.



(5)  The sin nature motivates us to tell ourselves whatever we want to hear to justify doing what it wants.  This creates confusion in our thinking and how we see reality.  We become divorced from reality under the control of the sin nature.  Being divorced from reality, we do self-destructive things and then wonder why we did them, when we knew they were wrong.


d.  The durative aspect of this present tense tells us that this keeps on happening.  We have no way to control it or stop it as an unbeliever.  Only the believer can break this power through faith in Christ at the point of salvation and then acknowledge the sin to God as a part of the recovery procedure of the spiritual life.


e.  Thus we have a cycle of sin in the life of the unbeliever and carnal believer.



(1)  We want to do something.  We know it is wrong but we want to do it anyway.



(2)  The sin nature justifies it.



(3)  We accept the justification and commit the sin.



(4)  We kick ourselves with guilt for doing what we knew we didn’t want to do.



(5)  We promise ourselves that we will never do it again.



(6)  The sin nature demands control and proves that it has control by tempting us again in the same area where we promised ourselves we would never do it again.



(7)  We commit the same sin again and the cycle continues.


f.  After we cycle through this process a few times, we begin to think about what is going on and realize that we have no self-control and as unbelievers we don’t understand why we don’t have any self-control.

2.  “because what I desire, this I am not practicing,”

a.  Having stated the general principle, Paul now gives us the specific example.  What Paul desired to do was to obey the Mosaic Law completely and be considered a righteous man by God for doing so.  Paul desired not to lust, not to sin.


b.  But what Paul kept on desiring to do, this he kept on not doing.  He was not practicing what he preached or what he believed in.


c.  A perfect example of this can be seen in Acts 7:58, “When they [the legalistic religious Jews] had driven him [Stephen] out of the city, they began stoning him  and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.”



(1)  Paul knew the Law said, “You shall not murder.”



(2)  Yet by guarding the valuables of the men who murdered Stephen, he was condoning and participating in that murder.  He was an accomplice to murder, which made him just as guilty of the murder of Stephen as the men throwing the stones.


(3)  The Law taught Paul in Lev 19:18, “You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.”  Yet Paul persecuted “the sons of his people” who believed in Christ and failed to love them as required by the Law, 1 Cor 15:9, “For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.”


d.  As an unbeliever, Paul did not keep the Law.  He failed miserably to obey the Law and he knew it and didn’t understand why.
3.  “but what I detest, this I keep on doing.”

a.  Instead Paul kept on doing the very things that he detested.


b.  The sin nature motivates us to do the things we don’t otherwise want to do.  It does not motivate us to do what we know is the right thing to do.


c.  As a matter of fact and as Paul has previously shown, as soon as the sin nature learns what it is not supposed to do, that is the very thing that it seeks to do.


d.  We do what we hate and then wonder why we did it.  We do not understand what is wrong with us.  The answer is simple: the sin nature is wrong within us.  This is why our soul must be saved and delivered from the lusts of the physical body.


e.  As unbelievers or believers in locked-in negative volition and perpetual carnality, we don’t just do the things we detest once; we keep on doing them over and over again.


f.  We do these detestable things we hate because we want to do them, but tell ourselves we hate and detest them.  Our conscience hates and detests them, but our sin nature loves and enjoys them.  This is the beginning of a split personality.  We are two different people.  The person under the control of the sin nature is not the same person as the person under the control of the conscience.


g.  If we detest and hate something we are doing, then why do we keep on doing it?  Because we want to.  Our sin nature keeps on tempting us and our volition keeps on saying “yes” to the temptation.  Our soul says “I don’t want to do this.”  Our body says “I have got to have this.”  The battleground is volition of the soul.  The unbeliever is in slavery to this situation and has nothing by which to fight back.


h.  The believer positive to the teaching of the word of God has four things by which to fight back:



(1)  The power of the filling of the Spirit.



(2)  The power of Bible doctrine in the conscience of the soul.



(3)  The motivation of personal love for God.



(4)  The recovery procedure of rebound (1 Jn 1:9) when we fail, to make the other three operational again.
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