Romans 6:3



- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb AGNOEW, which means “to not know, be ignorant.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the Roman church.


The active voice indicates that the believers of the Roman church produce the action of being ignorant of an important doctrine.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which can be used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used after verbs of cognition and mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.
“Or are you ignorant that”

- is the nominative masculine first person plural correlative relative pronoun HOSOS, which is used in an absolute sense as a substantive and means “all those who as in Mt 14:36; Mk 3:10; Acts 4:6, 34; 13:48; Rom 2:12a, b.”
  Then we have the aorist passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be identified with or to be baptized.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a past completed action.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being baptized by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “into Christ Jesus.”
“all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THANATOS, which means “into death” and refers to spiritual death.  This obviously cannot refer to His physical death, since both Paul and his readers were still alive at the time he wrote this.  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “His.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb BAPTIZW, which means “to be baptized.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a past completed action.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action of being baptized by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of Bible doctrine.
“have been baptized into His [spiritual] death?”

Rom 6:3 corrected translation
“Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His [spiritual] death?”
Explanation:
1.  “Or are you ignorant that”

a.  Paul continues with another rhetorical question to explain why we cannot live with the sin nature in control of our lives as Church Age believers.

b.  Paul probably knew from reports from his friends from Rome (Priscilla and Aquila) that there were some believers in Rome that did not know, did not understand, or did not care about the fact that something very significant had happened to them at salvation.  That something is described in the next clause.

c.  The implication of Paul’s question is not one of ridicule of the Romans, but an attempt to get them to think about themselves and what they really know and believe.  Paul isn’t trying to insult them or put them down.  He wants them to search their soul and be honest with themselves about what they know and believe.


d.  Ignorance and apathy are two of the greatest dangers in the spiritual life.  Paul cannot do anything about a believer’s apathy (only God can do that with divine discipline), but he can definitely do something about their ignorance.


e.  So Paul is going to teach them about the importance of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which occurred at salvation and explains why we cannot live with the sin nature in control of our lives as Christians.
2.  “all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus”

a.  The subject “all of us” means all Church Age believers.  This is true for every person in the Church Age who has believed in Christ.

b.  This is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit whereby He enters us into union with Christ at the moment of salvation.


c.  That means there is no such thing as being baptized into Christ after salvation by some sort of emotional experience.  In fact there is no emotion connected with being baptized into Christ.

d.  We know that it occurs at salvation because of the culminative aorist tense, which looks at the action as having occurred in the past.  The action is now completed, but the results of that action will always exist.  Therefore the action takes place the moment we believe in Christ and the results of that action continue forever.


e.  The word BAPTIZW means to be identified with someone or something.  We are identified with Christ.  Being baptized into Christ means being identified with Christ.

f.  The title “Christ Jesus” emphasizes the work and humanity of our Lord.  The work of our Lord in His humanity was His spiritual death on the cross as a substitute for us.

3.  “have been baptized into His [spiritual] death?”

a.  Then Paul gives the specifics of exactly what he means.  We have been identified with the spiritual death of our Lord on the cross.

b.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit identifies us with the spiritual death of our Lord on the cross.  What is the significance of this?


(1)  On the cross our Lord was judged for personal sin.  God the Father rejected, condemned, and judged personal sins as having no part in the spiritual life of our Lord.  We are to do likewise.


(2)  On the cross human good and evil were rejected by our Lord as the solution to any part of the spiritual life.  We are to do likewise.



(3)  We are identified with Christ, which means positionally we are in union with Him having our personal sins judged, human good rejected, and evil rejected as a part of the execution of the spiritual life.


c.  So Paul’s answer to why we cannot continue in sin as believers is because we are in union with Christ, have been identified with Christ, who never committed a personal sin in His spiritual life and was judged for all our sins as a substitute for us.
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