Romans 6:23



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “Indeed, Certainly, Surely, Actually.”  This is definitely not a statement of explanation, cause, reason, or inference based upon the previous statement.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun OPSWNION, which means “compensation: the compensation paid by sin (for services rendered to it) is death.”
  There is also “a figurative extension of the meaning ‘a soldier’s wages,’ the end result from some activity, viewed as something which one receives in return - ‘result.’”
  This is followed by the ablative of agency from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “by the sin nature.”  Then we have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is]” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “death” and referring to both spiritual death and physical death.
“Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature [is] death,”

 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” with the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun CHARISMA, which means “a gracious gift.”  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God’s gracious gift.”  Then we have the ellipsis of EIMI, meaning “[is].”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal life.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative or sphere or dative of a close personal relationship from the proper nouns CHRISTOS, IĒSOUS, and KURIOS with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

“but God’s gracious gift [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Rom 6:23 corrected translation
“Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature [is] death, but God’s gracious gift [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature [is] death,”

a.  Paul comes to his final conclusion on this subject with an emphatic statement of truth.


b.  The sin nature pays wages or compensation to the individual for his service, just as the master of a slave paid compensation or wages to the slaves that worked for him.  That compensation was death.  This is a reference to spiritual, physical and the second death.



(1)  The result or wages of the original sin of Adam was immediate spiritual death.



(2)  The ultimate result or compensation of having a functional sin nature is physical death and the second death.

c.  This can be seen in the Hebrew phrase and warning of our Lord to Adam in Gen 2:17 that the day that Adam ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, “dying (spiritual death) you shall die (physical death).”


d.  The only payment the believer receives from obedience to the sin nature is death.  The believer receives two kinds of death.



(1)  Carnal death, which is separation from fellowship with God in time.



(2)  The state of sinfulness resulting in death, which is the ultimate divine punishment for perpetual obedience to the sin nature as a believer.


f.  Therefore, Paul’s final conclusion is that there is absolutely nothing good, no benefit, no compensation that the believer can possibly receive from the sin nature for obedience to its lusts and desires and submission to its temptations.  We have nothing to gain by sinning.

2.  “but God’s gracious gift [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

a.  But there is definitely another side of the coin.  We have everything to gain by our relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  “God” here is a reference to God the Father.  His gift to the believer is eternal life through faith alone in Christ alone.


c.  This gift is a gracious gift, Eph 2:8-9, “For you have been saved by grace [in the past with the result that you keep on being saved forever] through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God, not by works, that no one will boast.”


d.  “Christ Jesus our Lord” emphasizes His work on the cross on our behalf as our savior.  He fulfilled His mission (“Christ”) in His true humanity (“Jesus”) and therefore is now our sovereign master (“Lord”).


e.  Eternal life is the free gift offered by God the Father to anyone who believes in His Son.


f.  And whosoever believes in Christ has eternal life:



(1)  Jn 3:15-16, “so that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.  For God so loved the world, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that whoever believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.”



(2)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”



(3)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My message, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”



(4)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”



(5)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”



(6)  Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”



(7)  1 Tim 1:16, “Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”



(8)  1 Jn 2:25, “This is the promise which He Himself made to us: eternal life.



(9)  1 Jn 5:11, “And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”



(10)  1 Jn 5:13, “These things I have written to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”


g.  This eternal life is only found in our relationship with Jesus Christ.  Our relationship with Jesus Christ is obtained only by faith alone in Him alone.


h.  Therefore, we have a choice in our spiritual life between slavery to the sin nature, which pays no compensation whatsoever, or slavery to our Lord Jesus Christ, which pays the greatest compensation of all—eternal life with Him together with all the blessings that accompany that life.
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