Romans 6:22




- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the adverb of time NUNI, meaning “now.”  Then we have the nominative masculine second person plural aorist passive participle from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to have been set free.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, which means “from the sin nature.”

“But now having been set free from the sin nature”
- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” with the nominative second person masculine plural aorist passive participle from the verb DOULOW, which means “to become a slave.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“and having become slaves to God,”
- is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “you have.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and continues throughout your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KARPOS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your result, outcome, product (this word is used figuratively in the mental and spiritual realm of the outcome of life in sin and in righteousness Rom 6:21-22.)”
  The idea here is one of benefit, profit, gain, advantage as it was in the previous verse.  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine singular noun HAGIASMOS, which means “with reference to sanctification.” 
“you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification”
 - is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “your” and noun TELOS, which means “end, goal, conclusion, outcome; especially also of the final goal toward which men and things are striving, of the outcome or destiny which awaits them in accordance with their nature.”
  Finally, we have the appositional accusative from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal life.”
“and your destiny, eternal life.”
Rom 6:22 corrected translation
“But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”
Explanation:
1.  “But now having been set free from the sin nature”

a.  This contrast goes back to the statement in verse 20, “For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were free and independent with reference to righteousness.”  But now we have been set free from the sin nature.


b.  The word “now” indicates this is talking about believers.  “But now” means we are no longer talking about our life of spiritual death and slavery to the sin nature as unbelievers, but our new life in Christ under the power of the Holy Spirit.


c.  As believers we have been set free from the sin nature.



(1)  We are no longer slaves to the desires of the sin nature.



(2)  We have the ability to easily say “no” to temptation.



(3)  We sin only because we want to, not because we have to or are compelled to sin.



(4)  The sin nature is free to tempt us all it wants as a part of the extension of the angelic conflict into human history, but we are completely free to say “no” and turn our backs on every temptation.



(5)  The only thing preventing you from not sinning is you.  You are free to say “no” to sin any time you want.  The sin nature cannot make you sin.  It can only tempt you.


d.  Being set free from the sin nature is called the Doctrine of Redemption in theology.



(1)  In the doctrine of soteriology, there are three key concepts: redemption, reconciliation, and propitiation.  The phrase “the blood of Christ” applies to all three doctrines.




(a)  Redemption is toward sin.  There are three theological words that actually describe this concept:  redemption, expiation, and unlimited atonement.  These always deal with sin as a problem in our relationship with God.




(b)  Reconciliation is always directed toward mankind.  Man is reconciled to God by the death of His Son.




(c)  Propitiation is directed toward God, meaning that the justice of God the Father is satisfied with the work of Christ on the cross.



(2)  So redemption emphasizes the fact that we are sinners, not only by choice or volition, but long before that we were sinners at the point of birth, being born physically alive but spiritually dead.


(3)  Redemption is viewed from the standpoint of a ransom paid on the cross for our salvation.  Redemption views mankind as born into the slave market of sin through the imputation of Adam’s original sin at birth.  Redemption is the saving work of Christ on the cross by which He purchased our freedom or salvation.



(4)  The coin of the realm for this purchase is called the “blood of Christ,”




(a)  Eph 1:7, “By whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace.”



(b)  Col 1:14, “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.”



(c)  1 Pet 1:18‑19, “We have not been redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver and gold, from our empty manner of life, but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ, a lamb without spot and without blemish.”


(5)  The blood of Christ depicts, by analogy, the saving work of Christ on the cross, 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24.  It also depicts unlimited atonement and reconciliation.


(6)  Redemption is related to mediatorship.



(a)  Heb 9:14‑15, “How much more shall the blood of Christ who, through the instrumentality of His eternal spirit, offered Himself without blemish to God, to purify by an expiatory offering our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?  And because of this, by means of a new covenant, He is a mediator, a death having occurred for the purpose of redemption of the transgressions against the first covenant.  He is a mediator in order that they [royal family], having been called, may take into their possession the promise of eternal inheritance.”



(b)  1 Tim 2:5‑6, “For there is one God [in essence], and one mediator between God and man, the unique man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a redemptive ransom for all...”



(7)  The Results of Redemption.



(a)  We are delivered from the curse of the law, Gal 3:13, 4:4‑5.




(b)  We have the forgiveness of all sin, Isa 44:22; Eph 1:7;

 Col 1:14; Heb 9:15.



(c)  Redemption is the basis for our justification, Rom 3:24.




(d)  Redemption is the basis for our sanctification, Eph 5:25‑27.




(e)  Redemption is the basis for eternal inheritance of believers, Heb 9:15.




(f)  Redemption is the basis for the strategic victory of Jesus Christ in the angelic conflict, Col 2:14‑15; Heb 2:14‑15.




(g)  Redemption of the soul in salvation results in redemption of the body in resurrection, Eph 1:14; Rom 8:23; Eph 4:30.




(h)  Redemption views salvation from the standpoint of the complete payment of our sins, the option to believe in Christ for eternal life.

2.  “and having become slaves to God,”

a.  In addition to being set free from slavery to the sin nature, we have also become slaves to God.  This is one of the best things that has ever happened to us.


b.  Being a slave to God means that God is responsible for providing all of our needs, that is, everything necessary to make us happy and successful in the spiritual life.


c.  All that God requires on our part is obedience.  Obedience means doing the will of God, following His plan, and accomplishing His purpose for our lives.



(1)  This means growing in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



(2)  This means growing in our graciousness toward others.



(3)  This means developing gratitude toward God.



(4)  This means developing personal love for God.



(5)  This means developing unconditional love for others.



(6)  This means recognizing we have a personal sense of destiny.



(7)  This means being occupied with Christ.


d.  When we have obeyed God by doing all these things, then He shares His happiness with us.



(1)  Heb 10:36, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”



(2)  1 Pet 4:2, “so as to live the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for the lusts of men, but for the will of God.”


e.  We are slaves to God, so that God can make us the happiest people on earth.


f.  We are slaves to God, so that we can be totally dependent upon the grace of God rather than ourselves.


g.  We are the slaves of God, so that God can do all the work and we can reap all the benefits.  God’s system of slavery is far different than man’s system of slavery.  Under man’s system of slavery, the slave does all the work.  Under God’s system of slavery, the Master does all the work.


h.  Jesus Christ loved you so much that He made you a slave, so that He could take care of you and provide for you in every way.  All He asks of you is living the unique spiritual life of the Church Age He has provided for you, so you can have the greatest happiness ever known to man.  God asks only our obedience, the one thing Satan would not give Him.
3.  “you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification”

a.  Having been set free from slavery to the sin nature and being made slaves of God, we keep on having the greatest possible benefits in our current spiritual life.


b.  Being a slave to God means we have the benefit of living the spiritual life that God has provided for us.


c.  Our life is a life of sanctification.  Our life is set apart unto God for His service.  It is to our benefit to be set apart unto God for a life of service.


d.  By doing His will we receive His very own perfect happiness.


e.  God only wants the very highest and best for us, and has provided everything necessary for us to attain that highest and best.


f.  He has set us apart as unique in human history, unique in our spiritual life, unique in our relationship to God, and unique in all the assets we have to execute His plan.


g.  We have benefits with reference to positional sanctification because we are in union with Christ.  We have benefits with reference to experiential sanctification because of our invisible assets (like being filled with the Spirit, being royal ambassadors, and being royal priests).  We also have benefits with reference to our ultimate sanctification such as our eternal security, resurrection body, and eternal rewards and blessings.

4.  “and your destiny, eternal life.”

a.  Not only do we keep on having the greatest possible benefits in our current spiritual life, but we also keep on having the greatest possible benefits with reference to our destiny, which is our eternal life with God.  Every Church Age believer has a destiny.  Our destiny is our eternal life.


b.  This statement is a reference to our life in heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ after His millennial reign is finished, human history is completed, all fallen angels and unbelievers have been judged, and we live with Him forever.


c.  Our destiny is the eternal state.  For some believers (those who reach spiritual maturity in time) they have a destiny to rule with Christ on earth during His millennial reign.  But the real destiny of the entire royal family forever is our destiny of eternal life with Christ.


d.  All Church Age believers in the eternal state will have a full capacity for life, love, and happiness to enjoy their eternal life.  This is the destiny of the bride of Christ.  Not a single believer will be unhappy for even a moment in the eternal state.


e.  Our destiny is complete and total security with God.  Our destiny is complete and total happiness with God.  Our destiny is a life so full of happiness, capacity, and gratitude that it cannot even be described adequately with human words.
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