Romans 6:21



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KARPOS, used “figuratively in the mental and spiritual realm of the outcome of life in sin and in righteousness, meaning: result, outcome, product.”
  The idea here is one of benefit, profit, gain, advantage.  Then we have the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The imperfect tense is durative imperfect for everything that continued to happen in the past.


The active voice indicates that the believer as an unbeliever produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the adverb of time TOTE, which means “at that time, then.”  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the dative of reference from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “concerning which, about which, or with reference to which” and “after verbs which express feelings, opinions, etc. it means: at, because of, from, with.”
  Then we have the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now” and referring to their current status as believers.  Then we have the present deponent middle/passive indicative second person plural from the verb EPAISCHUNOMAI, which means “to be ashamed.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in the minds of the Roman believers.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from things which you are now ashamed,”

 - is the causal use of the conjunction GAR to indicate the ground, basis, or supporting evidence for a conclusion a question, or an exhortation.  It is translated, “since.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, meaning “the end.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural far demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “of those things.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, which means “death” and refers to the second death of the unbeliever.

“since the end of those things [is] death?”

Rom 6:21 corrected translation
“Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from things which you are now ashamed, since the end of those things [is] death?”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from things which you are now ashamed,”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion based upon his previous discussion of being a slave to the sin nature and independent of the requirements of the righteousness of God.  The conclusion is that there was no benefit to the believer of being an unbeliever.


b.  The phrase “at that time” refers to the time when the believer was an unbeliever.


c.  The things of which the Roman believers are now ashamed are their former sins such as idolatry, incest, pederasty, adultery, slavery, etc.  There is no benefit to anyone for having committed previous sins.  There are no sins in the past that provide any benefit to anyone.  Even while the unbeliever is committing sins, they are of no benefit to him or her.


d.  Therefore, these same sins certainly have no lasting benefit to the believer in the future.  If sin does not benefit the unbeliever, then it certainly has no lasting effect of benefiting the unbeliever after he becomes a believer.


e.  So this question becomes a rhetorical question, the answer to which is that there is no benefit to the believer ever for any sins he has committed, whether in the past, present, or future.


f.  The fact the Romans are now ashamed of their past sins indicates their spiritual growth and the spiritual development of their conscience.  The conscience is developed as we grow up spiritually, with the result that we are much more sensitive to sinning and rejecting the love of God.


g.  The implication of this statement is that the unbeliever is not ashamed of the things they have done in the past.  This is true because the sin nature protects itself from shame by blaming others, self-justification, and other defense mechanisms such as: projection, denial, and psychosis.


h.  The unbeliever had no benefit from his sins in the past; therefore, what benefit is it to the believer to commit the same sins now?  If sin did not benefit the believer when he was an unbeliever, how could sinning possibly benefit him now that he is a believer?  It cannot.

2.  “since the end of those things [is] death [the second death]?”

a.  The subject “the end” refers to the final result of a life of indulgence of the sin nature.


b.  The phrase “those things” is the lifestyle of slavery to the sin nature that the unbeliever lives.  A lifestyle of slavery to the sin nature motivates the unbeliever to not believe in Christ and give up all the things he/she wants to do from the desires of their sin nature.  The result of living that lifestyle is dying without ever believing in Christ, which in the end results in the second death or being judged by God and cast into the lake of fire for not believing in Christ.


c.  The word “death” here is a reference to two deaths.  The first death is physical death, that is, the lifestyle of sinfulness resulting in physical death.  The second death is when all unbelievers are raised from the dead and judged by the justice of God at the Last Judgment and cast into the eternal Lake of Fire.  They are not judged for their sins or living according to the lifestyle of their sin nature, but only because they never believed in Christ.


d.  The final end of all the activity of the sin nature that keeps the unbeliever from believing in Christ is eternal life in the Lake of Fire.  Obviously this is of no benefit to the unbeliever.


e.  Since the end of the sin nature and its activities is the second death, there has never been and never will be any benefit to personal sin or the lifestyle of the sin nature.


f.  Therefore, there is no benefit to the believer to be a slave to the sin nature with its lusts.  The result is not spiritual death or the second death, but the carnal death of the believer, which eventuates in the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death apart from dying grace.
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