Romans 6:19
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- is the adverbial accusative of manner from the masculine singular adjective ANTHRWPINOS, which means “human, in human terms i.e., as people do in daily life.”
  With this we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “I am speaking.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what Paul is now doing.


The active voice indicates that Paul is producing the action as he writes.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Literally this says “I am speaking in human terms,” which in context refers to the human illustration of slavery.  Therefore, Paul is using human slavery as an illustration to explain current positional truth.  Therefore, in keeping with the context and to bring the thought more clearly in the English, we could treat this somewhat like an idiom and translate it as “I am using a human illustration (slavery).”

This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun ASTHENEIA, which means “because of the weakness” used figuratively for the inability of the human mind to fully grasp divine concepts.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun SARX with the possessive genitive from the second person plural pronoun SU, meaning “of your flesh.”  This refers to the sin nature which still resides and is active in our physical bodies after salvation.  This sentence is a parenthesis, inserted as a short explanation of why Paul was using human slavery as an illustration.
“(I am using a human illustration [slavery] because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).”

- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “So, Then, Therefore.”  It draws its inference from the statement in verse 18, “And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].  Therefore…”  The previous thought in this verse was a parenthetical thought for clarification.  With this we have the comparative conjunction HWSPER, which means “just as” plus the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “to put at one’s disposal, to place, to present.”


The aorist tense is an historical or constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of the believer presenting himself to his sin nature for orders as an unbeliever, and regards this as a fact without emphasizing its beginning, end, progress, or results.  The action is merely stated as a fact.

The active voice indicates that the Church Age believer produced the action while he was an unbeliever.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the double accusative of personal and impersonal objects.  The personal object is the accusative from the neuter plural article and noun MELOS with the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your members” and referring to the members of the human body like the eyes, hands, feet, tongue, etc.  The impersonal object in the double accusative is the accusative from the neuter plural adjective DOULOS, which means “slaves.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun AKATHARSIA, which means “to impurity, immorality.”  With this we have the simple connective KAI, meaning “and” with the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “to behave with complete disregard for the laws or regulations of a society - ‘to live lawlessly, lawlessness, lawless living.’”
  This refers to a person who has complete disregard for the will of God in all things and simply does whatever they feel like doing regardless of its effect on others.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular article and noun ANOMIA, which means “resulting in lawlessness.”
“Therefore, just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness,”

 - is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so” and used with the previous HWSPER to coordinate these two statements.  Then we have the adverb of time NUN, which means “now.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PARISTĒMI, which means “to put at one’s disposal, to place, to present.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of the believer presenting himself to his sin nature for orders as an unbeliever, and regards this as a fact without emphasizing its beginning, end, progress, or results.  The action is merely stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Church Age believer is commanded to produce the action now that he is a believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the double accusative neuter plural of personal and impersonal objects.  The personal object is the accusative from the neuter plural article and noun MELOS with the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your members” and referring to the members of the human body like the eyes, hands, feet, tongue, etc.  The impersonal object in the double accusative is the accusative from the neuter plural adjective DOULOS, which means “slaves.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “to righteousness.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the masculine singular noun HAGIASMOS, which means “resulting in sanctification.”

“so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”

Rom 6:19 corrected translation
“(I am using a human illustration [slavery] because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).  Therefore, just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”
Explanation:
1.  “(I am using a human illustration [slavery] because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).”

a.  This sentence is a parenthesis and does not belong to this verse, but to the previous verse.


b.  From verse 16 through verse 18 Paul has used slavery to the sin nature as a human illustration to explain the doctrine of retroactive and current positional truth.


c.  Paul needed to use this human illustration to make it easy for the Romans to relate their status of spiritual death to the doctrine of positional truth.


d.  Paul says that he used this illustration because of the “weakness of your flesh.”  What does this mean?



(1)  This does not mean Paul used this illustration because the Romans could not understand.  They have the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit, which means they have the ability to understand any and everything spiritually.



(2)  So this is not a matter of the human weakness and inability to understand spiritual phenomena; for Paul is not talking to unbelievers, but to believers filled with the Spirit and under His teaching ministry.



(3)  Therefore “the weakness of your flesh” has nothing to do with their mental capacity or ability to comprehend cognitively.



(4)  The word SARX is used extensively in the rest of the book of Romans in reference to the sin nature and its function.




(a)  Rom 7:5, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.”




(b)  Rom 8:3-13, “For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.  So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”




(c)  Rom 13:14, “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.”



(5)  Paul used the illustration of the weakness of being a slave to the weakness of the unbeliever under the control of the sin nature.  It was a perfect illustration to help the Romans understand that slavery to the sin nature meant absolute weakness, while slavery to the righteousness of God produces the greatest of spiritual strength related to being in union with Christ or current positional truth.

2.  “Therefore, just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness [sin nature’s trend of evil],”

a.  To see the inferential conclusion here we must look at the translation without the parenthesis.  It says: “And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].  Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”


b.  In essence Paul’s argument is: you became enslaved to the righteousness of God positionally, therefore, you might as well do it experientially.


c.  But first we must consider how Paul used a comparative analogy to make his point.


d.  When we were unbelievers, we presented the members of our body to the sin nature as slaves to do whatever it wanted.  We were complete slaves to the lust pattern of the sin nature.  This was true when we were unbelievers and is still true for the believer who goes into perpetual carnality and refuses to use the recovery procedure of naming his sins privately to God.


e.  We presented our bodies to the sin nature to perform acts of impurity.  This is the trend toward lasciviousness in the old sin nature.  We also presented our bodies to the sin nature to perform acts of rebellion, selfishness, criminal activity, and everything that violated the principles of man’s laws of decency and God’s laws of establishment.


f.  The result of this slavery to the sin nature was that we were completely involved in evil in all its forms.  Evil includes sins and human good that attempt to make us seem righteous (“I will be like the Most High God”) and reject authority (the rebellion of Satan against God).


g.  Lawlessness is the old sin nature’s trend to reject the authority of God and do it in the name of good.  That is pure evil.


h.  We produce evil when we sin, but we also produce evil when we perform human good.  A person attempting to do the right thing, the good thing, the acceptable thing in the name of supporting God’s word and will and yet doing it for their own benefit is doing the evil of human good.  This was the problem of the Pharisees.  They said they were doing the will of God in the name of supporting God’s will; yet they were doing it all for their own benefit.  It was human good and evil.

3.  “so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”

a.  Therefore, since we presented our bodies to do the will of the sin nature, so now Paul asks us to present our bodies as slaves to the will, plan, and purpose of God.


b.  We present our bodies as slaves to righteousness by:



(1)  Learning the will of God.



(2)  Believing the will of God.



(3)  Executing the will of God on a daily basis.


c.  Therefore, we are required by the word of God to “grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” 2 Pet 3:18


d.  We present our bodies to God by living the spiritual life of the Church Age provided for us at salvation.


e.  Slavery to righteousness means always doing a right thing in a right way.  We cannot do a right thing in a wrong way and be right or do a wrong thing in a right way and be right.  Slavery to righteousness means doing the right thing even when it is not for our benefit.  Slavery to righteousness means doing the right thing regardless of the consequences.  Slavery to righteousness means doing the will of God with complete dependence upon Him for the consequences and results.


f.  The result of slavery to righteousness is experiential sanctification.



(1)  Experiential sanctification is the experience of living the spiritual life of the Church Age in such a manner that our position in Christ becomes the reality of Christ being formed in us, Christ being at home in our hearts, and being filled up with all the fullness of God.



(2)  Experiential sanctification is the function of the spiritual life after salvation.  The function of the spiritual life depends on the three spiritual skills: the filling of the Holy Spirit, the metabolization of doctrine, and the utilization of the ten problem solving devices.  This produces experiential or spiritual righteousness.  Our spiritual righteousness is capacity for divine blessing in time.  As our spiritual righteousness increases, our capacity increases, and therefore our blessing in time from God increases.  When we execute the plan of God by reaching spiritual maturity, then we have the conveyance of our escrow blessings for time because we have the capacity to enjoy them from our spiritual righteousness.



(3)  Experiential sanctification refers to residence, function, and momentum inside our very own palace, the operational type spiritual life.  Here is where spiritual winners are manufactured experientially.




(a)  So experiential sanctification exists inside our spiritual life.  This is the place of the filling of the Holy Spirit, and the only place where you can execute the plan of God.  Outside our spiritual life, Satan has two very nice rest homes (dungeons) for you:  his two systems of thinking cosmic one (arrogance) and cosmic two (antagonism toward God).  In these spiritual losers are developed.




(b)  This provision of your very own spiritual life, for which you can opt any moment, hour, and day, is your equal opportunity under the asset of predestination.  Therefore, in eternity past, God the Father provided for every believer his very own place for experiential sanctification in his prefabricated spiritual life.




(c)  So basically, experiential sanctification is the believer residing in his very own spiritual life, under the enabling power of God the Holy Spirit, and having momentum from metabolized doctrine in his soul, and motivation from personal love for God.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.


�  Louw, Johannes P. and Nida, Eugene A., Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic Domains, (New York: United Bible Societies) 1988, 1989.





PAGE  
5

